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This week’s Online elsewhere is purposely short because I want to pay attention some trends more than specific stories.

SHOOTINGS AND CAMPUS SAFETY

A theme in college publication news and editorials this week was campus safety. A lot of schools are writing editorials related to the
increase in campus shootings, but some schools are going the extra mile and doing feature stories on campus disaster preparation.
The timing of the Great American Earthquake Shakeout drills across the state provided an opportunity for a timely tie-in.

The American River College Current, in particular, has done an excellent job this past two weeks as it had a special angle. A former
student was arrested for making a “credible threat” to the college. Before he could be arraigned, however, the student was released
for a lack of evidence. But the Current did an outstanding day by day coverage as though it was a daily newspaper. You should visit
the Current website and see some of the stories that were written. While there take notice of the excellent job the Current does in
adding notices when stories have been updated. The reporters also regularly refer to previous stories and link to them from within
the stories.

The Diablo Valley College Enquirer had a particularly unique solution: Military veterans should be hired for campus security.

TRANSPORTATION

If you have been paying attention to past Online Elsewheres, you will have noticed that there has been a theme of covering mass
transportation issues. Many schools are working out bus and train pass plans for students. A potential state-wide feature linking
together these plans would be a killer. I challenge someone to take on the task.

CRIME REPORTS

Federal law requires colleges to release crime statistics annually. This week a number of schools have written stories based on those
reports. How much crime do you have on your campus. The El Camino College Union has been particularly excellent in reviewing
those reports and have challenged the accuracy of those reports.

STATEWIDE GOVERNMENT

Not enough colleges pay attention to bills from the state legislature in Sacramento. Cosumnes River this week provided an example of
what more student newspapers should be covering: Governor’s budget act will increase community college funds.




