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Women’s tennis loses in
singles match against
Palomar College
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A moment of silence: The Cerritos College softball team takes a moment to pay tribute to its former fan, Ray Gonzalez. Gonzalez attended every softball game.
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Before starting its game against Mt. San
Antonio College on Feb. 21, the Cerritos College women’s softball team and fans bowed
their heads in a moment of silence to mourn
the loss of their former Falcon fan.
Known to the team as Grandpa Ray Gonzalez, he passed away several days before the
game at the age of 76.
Outfielder Sacheen Contereras said, “He
had an accident at an away game three Fridays
ago when he was walking to the field and he
just never came out of it.”
Contreras is currently a sophomore on the
team and had known Gonzalez for a couple of
years while playing.
She added, “He came out because this was
his favorite past time.

ment of silence, Gonzalez’s oldest son threw
the first pitch as a small tribute to his father.

home or away. He was one of the faces we new

The team then went up to Gonzalez’s son
and gave a group embrace.
Outfielder Maiya Tallakson said,
“He was always happy to be on the field.
When you look at him, he always had

Tallakson said, “He was at every game,
was always going to be there.”
The

“

Falcons

won their game

It was not just a sport. He against Mt. SAC
cared for us as individuals. and dedicated

great smile on his face.
“He kept his own stats, he rode the
bus with us and it made his day just to
come out and watch us play. That was

Sacheen Contreras
Outfielder

zalez for a couple of years from being on the
team.
She continued, “Everyone loved and adored
him so much. He was so supportive to the
whole team and he didn’t miss anything.
“He called us all his granddaughters, just
like one of our coaches”.
Gonzalez was the actual grandfather of one
of the assistant coaches for the Falcons’ softball
team.

zalez.
Tallakson
said,

the happiest part of his day”.
Tallakson, also a sophomore, knew Gon-

”

their win to Gon-

“Everyone

misses Grandpa
Ray and it’s heart breaking because he was the
number one fan of the women’s softball team.
“Now he will no longer be attending any
more games, but the ladies will always remember and love him dearly”.
The women were happy that they were able
to honor Gonzalez and win their game at the
same time.
Contereras said, “It’s amazing how consistent Grandpa Ray was.
“Just him doing what he loved the most

“He looked forward to this every morning.

“He was a huge part of our softball family”.

made him a major factor in these young wom-

He would get everything done before we would

In honor of its love for Gonzalez, the team

en’s lives.

come out to play.
It was not just a sport. He cared for us as
individuals.”
After the Pledge of Allegiance and the mo-

made wristbands in memory of him and the

“Even though he is not in the stands, he will

players also left flowers on his seat that he

always be remembered by his team the Cerritos

was always known to sit at during the softball

Falcons.”

games.

The Cerritos College women’s
tennis team lost, 6-0, in its singles
match against Palomar College on
Friday.
Cerritos player Amy Peterson
said about the match, “It wasn’t that
difficult. I think the person I played
was at my level, I just kept making
mistakes.”
Peterson came up to 4-6 on the
first set, but only managed 2-6 on
the second set.
She said she would improve
more on “Getting the balls in. I kept
hitting out.”
Other members of the women’s
tennis team did not fare so well either.
Sophomores Dominique Luna
and Hui You Sohn both scored 0-6
in both of their sets.
Mandi Jenkins came in at 1-6 in
her first set and 0-6 in her second .
She said, “I need to give myself
a margin of error because I tend not
to do that and I just hit the ball, and
the ball will be real close to the line.”
Freshman Nancy Audetat won a
couple of games, coming in at 2-6

but did not do so well in the second
set of 0-6.
Kim Diaz managed 3-6 on her
first set.
“She had hard hits, and for me, I
had to be on guard,” she said about
her match.
She got 2-6 on her second set
and said she has to be more consistent and run faster when going after
the ball.
The next game will be away
against Long Beach City College on
Thursday at 2 p.m.
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Scan to listen to an interview with Falcons tennis
player Mandi Jenkins

http://bit.ly/xF2bQ1
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The Falcons swim team had its
first South Coast Conference match
against Long Beach City College
and Mt. San Antonio College on
Saturday.
The Falcons lost 188-93 to Long
Beach City and 190-88 against Mt.
SAC.
Falcons swimming coach Joe
Abing talked about his teams performance.
“We lost both matches but our
guys really improved their times.”
The top swimmer for the Falcons was freshman freestyle swimmer Albert Vidal, who got second
place in the 500-yard freestyle and
1,000-yard freestyle.
Albert also received third place
in the 200-yard IM.
As far as improvement, Abing
said, ”We just need to work really
hard in all our workout regiments
every week.”
Breast stroke and freestyle

swimmer Devin Pugh commented
on his own performance.
“I did okay in both events. I
didn’t have a personal best but I had
good times,” he said.
The Falcons next South Coast
Conference meet will be home
against LA Trade-Tech and Chaffey
on March 16 at 12:30 p.m.
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The Cerritos College women’s
softball team suffered a 4-0 loss to
Cypress College on Saturday.
This was the second time in a
row that Cypress defeated Cerritos
this season.
The Falcons managed to scramble just 3 hits against Cypress pitcher Courtney McGee.
McGee threw a complete game
shutout against the Falcons, allowing only one walk while striking out
four batters.
For the Falcons, pitcher Lily
Cornejo also threw a complete
game but gave up 14 hits and four
runs, while striking out two.
The Chargers took a 2-0 lead
on the Falcons with two runs in the

third inning.
First baseman Arren Nunez led
off the inning with a double to left
field then was later driven in by
teammate Chelsea Jewett.
The Chargers added another
run from hits by Mallory Campbell,
Tiffany Fox, and Natalia Morales.
The Chargers settled the defeat
with two more runs in the fourth
inning.
The Falcons had multiple scoring chances throughout the game,
but couldn’t execute.
The loss drops the Falcons record to 14-4.
Coach Kodee Murray expressed
how she felt about her Falcons at the
end of the game.
“I felt like we battled. We hit the
ball hard but we hit right at them.”
The Falcons only left five runners on base.

The problem was trying to figure
out McGee’s pitches.
Sophomore and second baseman Alexxa Sanabria talked about
how it was to go up against Courtney.
“We knew coming in was a good
pitcher. She was hitting her spots
and we were battling but it just
didn’t fall our way,” she said.
Coach Murray also went on to
talk about the way her team pitched.
“We gave away some hits when
were ahead in the count, we can’t do
that against top competition.”
The Falcons next game is away
against El Camino College on Tuesday at 3 p.m.
This will be the team’s first game
against El Camino this season.
Last season, Cerritos won all
three games against El Camino.

