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Associated Students of Cerritos
College president Jasmin Ramirez
set up a meeting with Cerritos College Linda Lacy and Vice President
of Business Services David El Fattal
on May 2 to get an overall better understanding of the financial budget
and how it may affect students.
There was a low turnout of students at the meeting whereas the
Ramirez and ASCC President- elect
Lance Makinano.
In 2011 the state cut back $8.6
million from the budget and gave
this information to the college unexpectedly in February when the
school was already done distributing the budget amongst programs,
classes and payroll.
“It came out of the
blue and it really impacts everybody in a
negative way,” El Fattal said.
Lacy
explained
that one of the rising
concerns for students
are the increased student fees at Cerritos.
Many people do not
understand that the
college does not benefit from the student
fees. Those fees go
to the state, not the
college.“I think that
the fees will go up
again and continue to go up,” Lacy
said.
The college gets paid based on
the number of full time equivalent
students, which means 15 units a
semester. The majority of students
at Cerritos are part time, which
means that students are combined
until they equal 15 units and that is

“

how the state funds the college.
Besides the cutbacks the college
also has to find ways to compensate
with the $21 million owed to it in
deferrals from the state. Deferrals
forced the college to borrow money
and take out loans from itself.
The money that the state is withholding does not allow the college
to make interest off the money that
is owed to it which could go toward
more classes.
The college is paying out of it’s
savings for summer and that will
cost around $2.5 million. Summer
classes may not be an option in the
future if the budget keeps getting
cut because the college simply cannot afford it.
“If you cut out from fall and
spring it may take students five
years to get out of here,” Lacy said.
The college has done everything
it can concerning
the budget but if
things
become
worse then it may
have to start laying
off teachers and
staff.
“What
this
college has never
wanted to do is
lay people off. But
now we are getting
David El Fattal to the point where
we may need to do
Vice President of Business
that,” Lacy said.
Services
The only thing
the college can do
and what it has
been doing to improve the budget
cuts is lobby in Sacramento.
We have been lobbying in Sacramento. Student government can
really do a lot if it continues lobbying,” Lacy said.
The next campus budget forum
will take place on May 22 at the
Teleconference Center.
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Kendo at Falcon Square: Psychology major German Sanchez teaching Kendo, the Japanese martial-art of sword fighting, to animation major Jonathan Vanderlinden at
Falcon Square for International Student Association’s Global Village. Sanchez uses his own gear to give a mini-lesson at the Global Village for students who are interested.
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The International Student Association held
its first Global Village event on May 1 with support of other clubs to promote diversity of cultures such as Japanese, Mexican and Peruvian
represented at Cerritos College.
ISA changed directions in how its promotion
is done. It held a spring festival, that took place
in the Student Center, this event was held on the
weekend when not many students were available.
With the lack of students at this festival, the
idea of Global Village came to the ISA club.
“We moved it [Global Village] to Falcon
Square to promote more student involvement
that way other people get to know other cultures
and ethnicities that are actually here on campus,”
Vice President of ISA Evan Thierry said.

Repeatability: Classes soon to have their repeatability cut
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going to have a negative impact on
students. Some people believe that
we’ve gotten so sloppy with repeatability that there’s no sense of urgency to get the skills.”
Reece agrees with the belief that
there is no urgency to obtain skills
through repeatability.
“If you say that you can take a
class twice, then I think students
will be more serious about getting
what they need out of it two times,”
he said.
Students like psychology major
Daniel Popolizzio use class repeat-

ability for academic reasons as opposed to build certain skills. Popolizzio has repeated Introduction to
Psychology in order to improve a
previous grade in the class.
He mentions that he would feel
limited if the number of repeated
classes were to be reduced and
would consider other alternatives to
finish his coursework.
“I’m pretty sure I would look to
another school to finish a class just
to finish here. I don’t want to take
other classes somewhere else and
have to deal with that,” he said.
Reece suggests that with the

possibility of class repeatability
being reduced, it is now time for
students to get serious about their
education.
“Planning is really critical. Students have to get away from saying,
‘I’m going to try this and see how
it goes,’ that’s a strategy that they
shouldn’t take anymore.
“Students need to be serious
about understanding that these
classes are hard to get and are rare.
You’ve got to be focused on what
you’re doing because our resources
are declining.”

Anime, iFalcon, Math, Model United Nations
and Kabarkada Club participated in the Global
Village event.
Abner Caguioa president of ISA said that he
wanted to showcase the international students
present at Cerritos College.
He wanted to invite businesses and more
clubs to help with Global Village and also have
more cultural information booths.
President of iFalcon, Bertha Calderon, explained the role that it had with Global Village.
“Ace [Caguioa] first approached me with this,
he’s very into iFalcon and he sees education as
something that should be global and student success should always be global.”
Calderon, along with other members of iFalcon passed out flyers and pamphlets to students
to help with higher education and success.
Booths were set up each to represent a differ-

ent part of the world, such as Africa, Asia, Europe and Mexico.
The regions that were not represented were
North America, Australia and Central America.
Some booths had food that represented their
part of the world as well as a poster board with
information and pictures that display the history
and culture of the different places in their country.
The Anime Club helped run the Mainland
Asia booth, were it had a demonstration of a Japanese version of fencing.
Other booths had flags that represented their
country, and others had small dolls or snow
globes that showed a specific tradition or place
of the country.
Thierry said he hopes that students who visited Global Village get a sense of the diverse cultures here at Cerritos College.

