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Homecoming season began Monday when Homecoming Court/Queen and
float applications began to
be available to the Cerritos
students.
“This year’s theme is Old
Time Rock and Roll, specifically from the 1940s to
1950s eras,” Holly Bogdanovich, director of student
activities, said.
“We are currently accepting applications (for the
floats). It hasn’t even been an
hour since the applications
been available, and most of
them are gone.
“We take up to two clubs
on the wait list, so, if any
club wants a float, turn the
application in as soon as
possible.”

Student arrested
for petty theft
Nury Vargas
Staff Writer
nury.vargas@talonmarks.com

A Cerritos College student was arrested on accusations of petty theft of a
textbook from the bookstore
on Sept. 12 at approximately
9:40 a.m., according to Campus Police Chief Richard
Buckowiecki.
Andres Alegria, bookstore sales associate, observed the student that police identified as Ricardo
Duran walking out of the
bookstore with a technology
textbook concealed under
his shirt.
“He was walking out [of
the store] and he beeped,
he had no bags in hand,” he
said, “I immediately saw the
front of his shirt. There was
an outline of a book under
his shirt.”

Meeting held
for tournament
Yurixhi Gutierrez
Social Media Editor
social@talonmarks.com

The first Inter Club
Council Tournament will be
take place Thursday, beginning at 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
A mandatory meeting
was held on Thursday regarding the Tournament
that is being sponsored by
the iFalcon Club. One of the
speakers that went over a few
rules was Raquel Ramirez,
math major and event coordinator for the iFalcon Club.
“We made it mandatory for at least one officer
from each club to help set
up cause its going to be a
big event prior to the actual
event,” she said.
The meeting was held
to address any questions
that the participating clubs
might have from checking
into the point system.
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Donating in between classes: Administration of justice major Kelly Willis takes time in between classes to donate blood to the Red Cross of America. The
blood drive will take place until Thursday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Cerritos attracts blood donors
Patrick Dolly
Assistant News Editor
patrick.dolly@talonmarks.com

Students gave a high turnout
for the first two days of the fall
semester’s Red Cross Blood Drive.
“I wanted to help save lives. It
was a little [nerve-racking] waiting, but if you know what the
cause is for it’s all good.”
This was administration of justice major Kelly Willis’ thoughts
of the process.
The American Red Cross travels the country providing opportunities for blood donors to donate blood.
Nicholas Samaniego, spokesman for the American Red Cross,
spoke about the difference between donating to the Red Cross
compared to one of the other
blood donation centers.
“Giving blood is one of the
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students. According to the
Counseling, Research and Planning
and Public Affairs department, because of these down-sloping acceptance rates, Cerritos College is
seeking to be included in the local
service area for CSULB and CSUF.
One of the reasons for the low
acceptance rates is because of the
high level of impaction, universities
are giving priority who colleges and
high-schools within the local area
admissions priority.
Cerritos College is about nine
miles away from CSULB and 11
from CSUF. Despite the fact Cerritos College is not too far from either college, it is still not accepted
as local area.

most personal and most reward- Initially, it was for the free food
ing experiences that most people but then you see how many lives
can go through. To know that a you’re impacting, which is what
part of you is going to touch the it’s all about.”
lives of several people with one
The Red Cross is looking to
donation.”
rebound from a less than favorSamaniego went on to say, able summer in which donations
“Along with touching up to three were much lower than expected.
different lives with one donaCurrently, the Red Cross has
tion, you are supporting one of approximately a few hours worth
the most trusted and recognized of certain blood types for the ensymbols in the world
tire Southern California
in working with the
area, but needs about
American Red Cross.”
Giving blood is one seven days of blood
Students expressed of the most personal and supply to meet a need
a wide variety of rea- most rewarding experi- in case of unexpected
sons for why they ences that most people events.
chose to donate blood. can go through.
Officials of the Red
Statistics major Dike Nicholas Samaniego Cross expect for CerEzenekwe explained Spokesman for the American
ritos College to collect
Red Cross
his reason for donatover 350 pints of blood
ing.
this week alone, which
“I was in line yesterday, but will help the overall blood supply,
I had to go home, so I just came and equals almost 1000 lives in
back today so I can give blood. community hospitals.

“

”

The four blood types, which
are type A, type B, type AB, and
type O, are all needed as there
is a constant need for each type,
but type O is possibly the highest
priority because it is the only type
that is universal, meaning it can
be used for anyone.
For those that do not know
what blood type they are, the Red
Cross will test blood types free of
charge.
Rob Torrez, senior field manager for the American Red Cross,
addressed the value of Cerritos
students to the blood donation
process.“Cerritos has great students that come from great high
schools in our surrounding area
who are very responsible in helping our community.”
The blood drive will run until
Thursday on campus, from 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

Continued from Page 1:
-preciate having the opportunity to
live a healthy life.
“I work hard and I make sure to
be a positive person every day and
I make sure to try to be the best at
everything that I do because I feel
that through my faith that, that’s
what is expected of me.”
English department chair David
Fabish commented on what Lopez
brings to the department saying,
“She is warm and efficient and is
a delight to work with. She is able
to anticipate what we need and is a
wonderful asset.
Lopez is widely regarded in
the English department as an asset. English department clerk Lynn
Velez spoke on Lopez’s work ethic.
“She has a great work ethic.
She’s a great leader; very professional and always puts work first,
and she prides herself on the dedication of her work.”
The drive and passion that Lopez shows on a daily basis is a small
part of why she was selected as employee of the month.
She is seen as a valuable asset
around the entire division because
of her positive attitude, extremely
motivational work ethic, as well as
her focus to detail.
Outside of her professional life,
Lopez is also a married mother of
four children. She met her husband
on the campus of Cerritos while
working in the Student Activities
department as an adult hourly employee.
Along with her continued desire for professional success and
spiritual growth, Lopez desires
educational growth as well, and
would like to one day return back
to school.

Study shows more students failing online classes
Miguel Hernandez
Assistant Opinion Editor
miguel.hernandez@talonmarks.com

Just as California’s community colleges add
more online courses to their catalog, a new report from the Community College Resource
Center has found that students are more likely to
fail or drop out of online classes than from traditional classes.
The report found that online course completion rates were eight percentage points lower
than those of traditional on-site classes.
“Most students don’t have the same motivation and they don’t have somebody keeping them
on track like other students or the presence of
the instructor,” Marilyn Brock, Executive Dean
of Academic Affairs, said.
“Students sometimes look at online classes as
‘this is going to be easy.’ It’s the same amount of
work and it’s the same course work. It’s just that
they have to be disciplined to do it themselves.
The student has to remember to go in and post to

the chat room, to do the assignment, to do all the
things in their own time.”
A survey on the California Watch stated that
of more than 9,000 California community college students who had withdrawn from online
courses indicated that the top reason for dropping out was a personal challenge related to their
family, health, job, or child care.
Online courses come with support at Cerritos College. The main support system a student
can find is the instructor. Although it is an online
class, every online class has it’s own instructor
who can be reached for any type of question or
assistance.
Business management major Teresa Gonzalez said,“My experience with my previous online
class was not great. I had to make myself read the
textbook in order to pass the class. I did learn a
lot, but I would have to prefer to be in an actual
classroom hearing a lecture, to learn the subject.––”
“I think the online classes work fine the way

they are. They are for students who like to work
at their own pace. It only gets difficult if you
would rather be in the classroom following instructions.”
Help can also be found for struggling students in the student Success Center found in the
library, where tutoring sessions and work shops
can be found.
Students are also encouraged to enroll in hybrid classes as a “middle of the road” position
on traditional and online classes. Hybrid classes
take place on-site as well as online.
The report suggested that community colleges do more to improve student learning in online formats and assessment testing, used to see
if online courses are a good fit for the individual
student, was one of the recommendations. Some
online courses at Cerritos College actually have
built in assessment that verifies if students are
committed enough for the responsibility and instead suggests traditional classes if a student tests
poorly.

Zumba Fitness is now open to students and faculty weekly
Michelle Moreno
Arts Editor
arts@talonmarks.com

Zumba Fitness had its opening week at the Cerritos College Student Center that started on Sept. 12
for students and faculty to experience the new integrated work-out program associated with the Pound
by Pound program.
Zumba Fitness, which is latin-based, can incorporate anything from hip-hop, salsa and glutes exercises.
More than 50 people showed up to the first workout class; the session started out with a soft pace of
warming up with one-two step exercises that was led
by two instructors, Judy Chan and kinesiology major
from Cal State Fullerton Jennessa Chan.
“I was pleasantly surprised, the energy was good,”
the elder Chan said, “it was a multi-level class. So that’s
why we taught it a little bit differently.”
Both certified Zumba dance instructors, Judy
Chan, who is an athletic instructor at Cerritos College,
and her daughter sponsor the newly-adapted program

through the Student Health Services.
Art and design major, Demisha Inghram, felt that it
was a way to express oneself and meet new people who
are there for the same interest.
“I actually thought it was going to be challenging,
but since the instructor taught slow at the beginning, I
was able to get used to it,” Inghram said.
Jennessa states that staying healthy and active is
a key promise to feeling better about exercising with
Zumba Fitness, that in the end it will improve the wellbeing of people to a healthy lifestyle.
“I feel like now a days a lot people are focused on
studying. But we need to also remember to focus on
our health because in the long run, that’s what really
matters.”
Cerritos College student and faculty can get a feel
of Zumba Fitness one-hour session that takes place on
Monday and Wednesday from 5 to 6 p.m. and 6 to 7
p.m. and also on Tuesday and Thursday from 6:50-7:50
a.m. in CE-4.
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Work it out: Janessa Chan (left) instructing students on a Zumba routine. Zumba
Fitness is body sculpting movements with easy to follow dance steps to Latin and
International music.

