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Calendar
of events
March 13
Softball
vs. Los Angeles
Harbor College
3 p.m.

March 14
Baseball
vs. El Camino
College Compton
Center
2:30 p.m.
Softball
at Pasadena City
College
2 p.m.
Lauren Gandara/TM

Fame: From left to right: Marcelo Balboa (soccer), Traci Dahl (volleyball), Gene Martin (coach) were inducted into the Hall of Fame last Thursday. Balboa received Distinguished Male Athlete, Dahl received Distinguished Female Athlete, and Martin received Distinguished Coach/Administrator.

Former Falcons inducted into Hall of Fame
Lauren Gandara
Contributer

Playing in three World Cups and
becoming the only two-time winner
of the U.S. Soccer’s Chevrolet Male
Athlete of the Year award, Marcelo
Balboa said playing soccer for Cerritos College was one of the stepping stones that helped him get to
that point.
Balboa, along with two other
former Falcons, was inducted for
athletics into the 2013 Cerritos College Hall of Fame last Thursday, at
the Doubletree Hotel in Norwalk,
Calif.
Balboa received Distinguished
Male Athlete, Traci Dahl received
Distinguished Female Athlete,
and Gene Martin received Distinguished Coach/Administrator.
During his time playing for Cerritos College in 1986 and 1987, Balboa was a two-time all-conference
selection.
In his video interview he said,

“being a student athlete, I wasn’t
that great of a student. Great athlete,
but not a good student so it was a
good place for me to learn to, you
know, how to study a little bit more
and to prepare myself for a four year
school.”
After leaving Cerritos College,
he transferred to San Diego State
University and played for two seasons on its soccer team and later
went on to play for 12 years for the
United States National Team.
This is the sixth time that Balboa has been inducted into a Hall
of Fame. He was inducted into the
Major League Soccer Hall of Fame
and National Soccer Hall of Fame in
2005.
Out of everything that Balboa
has accomplished, he said his biggest one would have to be his family.
“I mean soccer is a sport you
play and sooner or later, you have
to stop playing because the body
doesn’t give, but your kids will al-

ways be there.”
It wasn’t until 1992 that Cerritos College was introduced to former Falcons volleyball player Traci
Dahl. That year, Dahl played a key
role leading Cerritos College to its
only state championship win.
According to Cerritos College’s athletic records, Dahl holds
the school record for single season
blocks and career blocks.
She was a two-time conference
Player of the Year and, as a sophomore, was named California’s Player of the Year. She graduated from
Cerritos College with an Associate
of Arts degree in General Education.
In her video interview she said,
“At the junior college level, it was almost like a little family and so when
I transferred to Long Beach State,
I was very well prepared to go into
a high level volleyball program as
well as academics.”
Dahl graduated in 1997 with a

Bachelor’s Degree in Physical Education and then went to the National University in Costa Mesa and
graduated with a Master’s degree in
Education in 2004.
From 1995 to 1997, Dahl decided to return to Cerritos College as
an assistant coach for the women’s
volleyball team.
Dahl said in her thank you
speech, “My time here at Cerritos
College was one of the most memorable times I’ve had as a student
athlete. I think I learned everything
that I needed to learn here at Cerritos (College) and just winning the
state title was a huge accomplishment for myself, my team, but most
of all for my coach Jeanine (Prindle).”
Being a former volleyball coach
himself, Martin was in the coaching game when Cerritos College
was first built. When he first started
working at Cerritos in 1956, Martin
served as a football, track and vol-

leyball coach and became an athletic counselor as well, up until 1989.
“I had many different hats when
I was at Cerritos (College), I wasn’t
just a coach or instructor or administrator. I had many different duties
and starting out the first duty I had
was in June of 1957. I was hired as a
carpenter.”
While serving for about 40 years
as a coach and counselor, Martin
also served as a football official for
the school for 20 years.
Not only was he a long time
member of the Cerritos College
Athletic Department, but he also
helped in the design aspects of the
gymnasium, football field and baseball field during their construction
processes.
In Martin’s thank you speech
he said, “Cerritos College has been
my life (and) it is still my life even
after I’ve retired. I loved everything
about it.”

Women’s tennis
team hopes to fix
weaknesses
Rocio Rodgriguez
Staff Writer
rocio.rodriguez@talonmarks.com

Cyd Dionson, and the rest of
the women’s tennis team, are hard
at work to finish their season on a
high note.
The women’s team is working
hard during practice to be able to
finish its season better than how it
started.
The Falcons also acknowledge
that they have done a good job so
far but also understand why their
season hasn’t been the best.
“We did good. We could do better but the teams in our conference
are really good right now,” Dionson
said.
Head coach Alvin Kim is also
looking to push the girls to do their
best and play at a more competitive
level considering almost all of the
players are freshmen.
Kim said he is already looking
toward next season and is hoping
for most of his players to return.
“(I’m looking to) just fill some
spaces for next year, but (I’m focusing) on getting them ready for next
season,” Kim said.

The team is looking toward to
the rest of the season and is working
on its weaknesses during its time at
practice.
Jessica Alcayde explained that
the team has improved from where
it first started and that it is working
to achieve a better standing.
Alcayde said that practice has
helped not only the dynamic as a
team, but also them as individual
players.
“We are better than when we
first started in the beginning of
the season, (but also) just seeing
improvement in yourself and the
team,” she explained.
Dionson explained that the key
to being a better player is to practice
and play.
The team acknowledges that it
is in a conference that has strong
teams and one of its strongest rivals
is El Camino College.
Dionson added, “I think (El
Camino College) are No. 1 in
Southern California or California.
(El Camino College) are in our conference so that is why it is hard to
get far.”
The team will face Fullerton
College on Thursday at 2 p.m.

Men’s Tennis
at Saddleback
College
2 p.m.
Women’s Tennis
vs. Fullerton
College
2 p.m.

March 15
Men’s Tennis
vs. Arizona
Christian
University
2 p.m.
Men’s and Women’s
Track and Field
at Santa Barbara
Invitational
10 a.m.

Men’s and
Women’s
Swimming and
Diving
at Mt. San Antonio
College
vs. Rio Hondo
College and Mt.
San Antonio
College
12:30 p.m.

March 16
Baseball
at El Camino College
Compton Center
12:30 p.m.

Carlos Mariscal/TM

Dive: Sophomore swimmer Sam Raya dives into the pool during a meet against El Camino College and Long Beach City College on March 1. The men’s swimming team currently holds a 1-1 conference record.

Men’s swimming team going into
upcoming meet with good mentality
Denny Cristales
Staff Writer
denny.cristales@talonmarks.com

Head coach Joe Abing is confident about the men’s swimming
team’s mentality for the upcoming
meet on Friday against Mt. San Antonio College and Rio Hondo College.
The swimming team looks to
pick up two victories when it meets
at Mt. San Antonio College, two
weeks after letting a win get away
at home against El Camino College
losing 144.5-136.5.
Abing believes that the Falcons
can get the job done.
“The mentality is good. We’re
excited for another swim meet,”
said Abing. “We have another week
of practice. We had this last week-

end off, so we’re looking forward to
it.”
He added, “We’re looking to improve our swim times. We’re always
looking to swim faster. So hopefully we drop some times on our races
this meet.”
Improvement is a key aspect as
the team hopes to improve overall
from its last competition, specifically in relay races, where freshman
Marcus Delgado believes led to the
team’s downfall last meet at home.
“We (Falcons) just have to work
on our starts and finishes for our
relays. That’s what cost us in a meet
a few weeks ago,” said Delgado. “It
made us lose about four races. So if
we get those down I think we’ll be
pretty good.”
Freshman
Jacob
Ramsaur

shared Delgado’s viewpoint claiming that the relays are one of the
most important races of the meet.
“We’re training hard and trying
our best in practice,” said Ramsaur.
“We’re looking to beat everybody at
Mt. San Antonio College and Rio
Hondo (College).”
Despite the loss to El Camino
College, they still picked up a nice
win against Long Beach City Community College, 170-111.
Splitting victories is not an option this time around however.
“We’re feeling good. I feel that
we have a good team this year and
we can really do some good work
this meet,” said freshman Joshua
Owens.
“We just want to get two wins
and get it out the door. We just got
to keep going little by little.”

Softball
Bakersfield
Tournament
vs. Saddleback
College
12 p.m.
Softball
Bakersfield
Tournament
vs. Santa Barbara
College
2 p.m.
Men’s and Women’s
Track and Field
at Cal State
Northridge
Invitational
9 a.m.
www.talonmarks.com
Scan here to look at
sports schedules

