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Last serve for men’s tennis team
Denny Cristales

Staff Writer
denny.cristales@talonmarks.com

Head coach Alvin Kim is proud of the men’s tennis team’s effort at the State Championships along with
the energy it brought to the court throughout the entire

is my last year,” he said. “It

“

Out of all the
teams we had, this
is one of the most
special teams where
everyone gets along.

”

Alvin Kim

season.

Head coach

“State is always hard,” Kim said. “I felt like we played

was a pretty solid team this
year but there’s only two
guys leaving ... so the team
will pretty much be the
same. Not to mention the
newcomers for next year.”
The team finishes the
season at .500 with a record

as hard as we could.”

of 11-11, a record Kim be-

The men’s tennis team’s season came to a close April
27 when freshman Nathan Eshmade lost in the semifinals at the Ojai Valley Athletic Club.

lieves will fuel the fire for next season.
“We’re motivated to do better in terms of wins and

“We were pretty focused but the practice and prepa-

losses,” he said. “We had a pretty mediocre record but

ration is what killed us,” said freshman Mathew Espir-

we want to do better and especially do better in our

itu, who teamed with Eshmade in doubles competition

state rankings.”
Despite the record that the team finished with, Kim

throughout the season.
“I feel that’s what made the difference in the win

is satisfied with the effort the team had during the season along with the togetherness the team had.

and the loss.”
Sophomore Todd Jenkins added, “Overall we could

“We did okay. There’s more to just winning and los-

have done better. Personally I had an off day. As a team

ing,” he added. “We did really well as a team. Out of all

our doubles team and singles player got far consider-

the teams we had, this is one of the most special teams
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ing the opponents they
went up against.”
Jenkins wishes he

where everyone gets along. Everyone likes each other.”
Espiritu notes that the season’s ups and downs serve
as a lesson for next season.

had another chance see-

“From what I’ve learned from this season is that a

ing as he will be leaving

lot of preparation and a lot of hard work makes a dif-

the team after this sea-

ference.”

son.
“I wish I could do
this all again since this

Jenkins added, “There’s a lot of room for improvement and I’m pretty sure if the team puts (its) mind to
it, (it) can do it.”

Rocio Rodriguez/TM

End of the season: Freshman Mathew Espiritu practicing on May 1. Espiritu continues to practice to prepare himself for
next season.

Women’s swim team picks up 11th place finish
Denny Cristales
Staff Writer
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A three day span at the State
Championships

saw

freshman

Carla Harvey and freshman Raquel
Gabayeron, among many, lift the
women’s swim team to 11th place
overall to finish the season.
The Championships took place
April 25 through April 27 at East
Los Angeles College and saw the
team clocking in personal best
times and breaking school records.
“I’m pleased with the performance throughout the season, including the State Championships,”
head coach Sergio Macias said.
“Our team was either able to
Carlos Mariscal/TM

Dive: Freshman Raquel Gabayeron diving into the pool in a race against El Camino College and Long Beach City College on
March 1. Gabayeron came in ninth place in the 100-yard butterfly with a time of 58.61 on April 27.

maintain (its) seed time or move up
in the rankings.”

Macias noted swimmers such

of girls,” Harvey said.

as sophomore Katherine Gabay-

“I really enjoyed this past sea-

eron, who was able to move up her

son. We accomplished much more

seeding, Raquel, who finished ninth

than I ever thought we could.”

place and earned her personal best

Raquel added, “I swam with a

in the 100 butterfly, and Harvey who

great group of girls, especially dur-

was .02 seconds away from breaking

ing my sister’s last season. I broke

the school’s backstroke record.

one of the school records. And I

“I think we did awesome. Carla

got my personal best in the 100 but-

(Harvey), Katherine (Gabayeron),

terfly. I accomplished more than I

and I all got our personal best times

could have asked for.”

in our events,” Raquel said.

Macias is content with the sea-

“Our relays did an exceptional

son the team had and thought that

job of representing our school,

it ended on a positive note at the

swimming hard, and competing,”

State Championships.

Macias added.

“I’m pleased with the perfor-

As the season comes to a close,

mances. I believe a majority of the

the women’s swimming team is very

(swimmers) hit their personal best

reflective on how it played out.

times of the season so that’s always

“Now that the season is over, it’s

a nice way to finish it off. The hard

weird. I don’t see my teammates all

work pays off, and everybody is

the time and we were a tight group

pleased with the results.”

