SPORTS - 5

Wednesday, Aug. 29, 2012 • www.talonmarks.com

Cerritos College Falcons
Upcoming Games

Men’s
Soccer

Football

Women’s
Volleyball

*Los Angeles Harbor
Sept. 1 @ 7 p.m.

Mt. San Jacinto
Sept. 5 @ 5 p.m.

Rio Hondo College
Aug. 29 @ 4 p.m.

Santa Ana College
Sept. 7 @ 7 p.m.

Hartnell Tournament
(Salinas, Calif.)
Aug. 31 @ 10 a.m.

Fullerton College
Sept. 8 @ 1 p.m.

Fullerton College
Sept. 12 @ 6 p.m.

Women’s
Soccer

Men’s
Water polo

Women’s
Water polo

San Fransisco City College
Aug. 31 @4 p.m.

Navy Labor Day Open
(Annapolis, MD)
Aug. 31-Sept. 2 @All Day

American River
Tournament
Sept. 7-8 @ All Day

Foothill College
Sept. 2 @ 2 p.m.

Golden West Tournament
(Golden West College)
Sept. 7 @ All Day

Hartnell Tournament
(Salinas, Calif.)
Sept. 1 @ T.B.A.

Cosumnes River College
Sept. 7 @ 4 p.m.

Citrus Tournament
(Citrus College)
Sept. 8 @ All Day

Hartnell Tournament
(Salinas, Calif.)
Sept. 2 @ T.B.A.

Sierra College
Sept. 9 @ 11 a.m.

Los Angeles Trade Tech
Sept. 12 @ 3 p.m.

Cross
Country
Mark Covert Classic

(Carbon Canyon Park)
Sept. 1 @ 9 a.m.

Palomar Invitational
(Oceanside)
Sept. 7 @ 9a.m.

Los Angeles Trade Tech
Sept 12 @ 4:15 p.m.
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Upcoming Games: Listed are the home and away game schedules for all fall sports through September 12, 2012. * Denotes home games.

Men’s basketball

works out kinks
Ivan Hernandez

Staff Writer
ivan.hernandez@talonmarks.com

The Cerritos College men’s
basketball team looks to improve
on the court after struggling last
season.
Improved by experience and
growth, head coach Russ May is
looking forward to the new season.
May said that returning sophomores Anthony Holiday, DeAnthony Roberts, Marquis Washington, Ike Akajiobi and Chris Wims
are “all sophomores who are looking to provide a large boost for us.
“We had a lot of freshmen
last year and they took a big step
forward. They were still freshmen, but the nice thing about it
is they’ve matured a little bit and
now they’re sophomores.
“We’ve added some really really good freshmen this year and
we’re really excited about our
prospects.”
May is anticipating a winning
season for the team in a balanced
conference with good competition, which he believes that they
match up well against.
“You know, I’m very excited
about our group of guys this year
and we hope we can see many
students out there at our games,
and we are going to represent
Cerritos (College) in the finest
fashion,” May said.
Defense is a major focus that
has been stressed during practice
sessions between May and his
team. Roberts, returning sophomore who has been playing two
seasons for Cerritos College,
said, “Defense is very important.
Without defense, you know, you
can’t get on offense without stopping the team.
“You can’t win games without
defense, so you know, you do all
your best, you work hard, play
hard, play help side and talk on
defense and we’ll be fine.”

May stresses the team philosophy of “defense turns into offense,”
which he believes can push Cerritos College into the next level.
As for offense, May said, “We
definitely want to push the tempo.
We got some great athletes, I want
to let them be able to create and
show and demonstrate their skills
and abilities.
“So my goal is to put them in
the right spot so they could do just
that.”
Point Guard Chris Holmes,
who will be the teams facilitator, said, “I look to distribute and
get everybody involved and be a
leader.”
Washington emphasized the
importance of teamwork, “My
goal obviously is to make it to that
state championship, but you know
as a team everybody eats, everybody gets scholarships, everybody
makes it to that next level.”
The first game of the season
for Cerritos College will take place
at Gahr High School on Nov. 9
at 7:30 p.m. versus Santa Monica
College.

Mobile
News
Scan here for audio story
on men’s basketball

Hard at work: Cerritos College football team practicing for the upcoming season. The first game is on Sept. 1 against LA Harbor at Falcon Stadium.
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Falcons prepare for Gridiron
Jonathan Garza

Associate Sports Editor
jonathan.garza@talonmarks.com

The first kick-off of the season
is right around the corner for the
Cerritos College football team, and
it certainly has some high expectations.
“We want to win the opener,
the league championship, the bowl
game, the SoCal Championship,
and State,” said head coach Frank
Mazzotta, who will be entering his
35th season in the program.
Last season, things got off to
a slow start. The Cerritos College football team lost its first two
games.
However, the Faclons won eight
of their next nine contests, before
losing in the SoCal Championship

to Mt. San Antonio in a close game,
17-14.
“We have high expectations
because we have a lot of returning
kids. The biggest challenge is getting everything on the same page,
a lot of kids are from different programs,” a task that is not unfamiliar
to the coach.
Joining the team this season
are John Jesse, a defensive lineman
from Oregon, and Robert Chism,
an offensive lineman who transferred from Fullerton City College.
Both come from different walks
of life, but they share the same sentiment for their football team.
“I expect no less than to go undefeated this year and win the State
Championship,” Jesse said.
The opinion wasn’t very different from Chism, “I want this team

to get to the State Championship.
We can go undefeated and accomplish the feat.”
A big storyline unfolding is the
match-up that will take place on
Sept. 29 against Pasadena City College, when Mazzotta opposes coach
Fred Fimbres, a former player and
coach of his.
Fimbres played in 1990-91 for
the Cerritos College football team,
and would later coach for nine seasons under Mazzotta, coaching the
linebackers, defensive backs, and
defensive line for Cerritos College.
He was a part of six-bowl championship teams.
On the schedule this season is a
re-match of last year’s SoCal Championship against Mt. SAC on Sept.
15 at Falcon Stadium. The game is
one of five home games this season.

Mazzotta was quick to state
the name of Morgan Fennell as the
player who could carry the Cerritos College football team over stiff
competition like Mt. SAC, “If you
have a good QB, you will have a
good team. We have our returning
kid that we are looking at to carry
our team. He was a winner in high
school, and he’s been with us for a
while.”
Also on the schedule are meetings on the road against Fullerton
College, Palomar College, Ventura
College, and Bakersfield College,
while Cerritos College host Allan
Hancock College, College of the
Canyons and Moorpark College.
It all begins with the season
opener scheduled for Saturday,
Sept. 1 at 7 p.m. against Los Angeles Harbor College.

Men’s water polo opens season on East Coast
Jonathan Garza

Associate Sports Editor
jonathan.garza@talonmarks.com

http://bit.ly/MYmfc5

The 2012 Cerritos College men’s water polo season is going to start
with a boom as they prepare to travel to Annapolis, Maryland, for the Navy
Labor Day Open.
“We are excited about our trip to the Naval Academy. It is a tournament
with mostly water polo teams from
the East Coast region,” said coach
Joe Abing, who will be taking the
Falcons to the event for the second
consecutive season.
Abing was very enthusiastic
when asked about the itinerary of
this year’s tournament, stating that
the team had a lot of success in last
year’s trip.
“It is a terrific way for us to
build team chemistry as we are
together for five straight days,
24-hours a day. Last year, we
drove to Washington D.C., about
an hour away, and toured some
monuments as well as seeing the
White House. We hope to do the
same this year.”
The trip is quite an important one according to Abing, who

shared his expectations for the tournament, “I am hoping we can grow
closer as a team from the experience. I also hope to learn exactly what our
strengths and weaknesses are for our future games.”
Games for the Cerritos College men’s water polo team begin on Aug. 31,
and continue throughout the weekend, concluding on Sept. 2.
Highlighting the tournament will be a match-up against Division I opponent, and tournament-hosts, the Midshipmen of the Naval Academy.
The Midshipmen concluded the 2011 season as the 15th-ranked team in
the Nation, with a record of 23-7, enough to put forth quite the stiff test for
the Cerritos College men’s water polo team.
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Tournament ready: Men’s water polo team geting ready for tournement at the
Naval Acadamy in Annapolis Maryland.

