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Management:
New management positions filled at Cerritos College
Schilling stated that her recent
arrival to Cerritos College has
been a positive one, and that the
campus community has been patient, supportive and welcoming.
According to Schilling, her
time since starting at Cerritos College has been spent adjusting.
“I have spent much of my time
since July listening, learning, and
gathering information. The faculty
and staff who have been here at
Cerritos (College) are the experts
in their respective areas and my
first priority is to listen to their
ideas, needs, and concerns before
decisions are made.”
Even though there are budget
cuts happening on campus, Schilling said the Academic Affairs office is focused on helping students
continue with their education.
“We would like to look at
scheduling across campus in order
to maximize students’ time and
curricular needs.
“This means implementing a
schedule that looks across programs and divisions to ensure students can get the classes they need
to transfer or complete a certificate, and schedule these classes at
times that allow a student to take
more than one class per day or
night, if needed.”
Schilling also added that although scheduling classes for a
campus that offers over 3,000 class
sections per semester it is an important goal.
Schilling describes her transition from Rio Hondo College to
Cerritos College as similar to the
link Gularte has with students.
She said that what she has
brought over from Rio Hondo
College is her passion for community college students.
“I think community college

students are the hardest working
students in higher education and I
want to make sure we don’t let you
down in providing the best education possible at Cerritos College.”
She also mentioned that there
are some things that were implicated at Rio Hondo College that
could also work at Cerritos College.
Schilling has also noticed some
similarities and differences between Cerritos College and Rio
Hondo College.
One similarity the Schilling has
seen is a dedicated staff that serves
students, as well as even seeing a
few familiar faces from Rio Hondo
College.
The difference being the programs offered to students.
“Along with the strong liberal
arts, business, science, math, and
humanities courses, which both
colleges offer, I am extremely impressed with the many programs
that Rio Hondo does not have
such as woodworking, cosmetology, dental assisting, pharmacy
technology, and culinary arts,”
Schilling said.
Logan, who was appointed as
the Director of Purchasing, has
also said he has experienced a positive transition to Cerritos College
noticing the aspects of the team he
is working with.
“The Purchasing staff are all
very hard workers and enjoying
serving the needs of the college.
“When you have a good team,
anything is possible. And I have
not just a good team, but a great
team. This will make my transition
that much more enjoyable and rewarding,” Logan said.
According to Logan he has also
put together a transition plan that
will add value to Cerritos College

and provide a seamless transition.
Logan says one aspect of this
plan is to assess the Purchasing
department and then define and
prioritize any needs for improvement.
Since working at community
colleges prior to coming to Cerritos College, Logan has noticed
that his previous work place of
Chaffey College is somewhat similar when faced with this hard economic time.
“We all seem to be doing a lot
more with a lot less. Cerritos College, like Chaffey College, is in a
better financial position than may
other community colleges in California. I think this is due to the
leadership at Cerritos College and
the foresight to plan ahead and
make hard decisions. Decisions
that might not always be popular,
but decisions that are needed in
order to ensure the financial stability of the college.”
Two other positions were also
filled by Sandy Marks and Dr.
Gary Pritchard.
Marks was previously a full
time worker for Cerritos College
since 1995.
She served as the medical assisting department chair, as well
as represented faculty on multiple
shared governance committees.
Pritchard became Interim
Dean of Fine Arts/Communications after Connie Mayfield requested a return to being a faculty
member.
He started employment at Cerritos College in 1999 serving as the
music department chair and director of the entertainment technology program.
He is also the president of the
Capistrano Unified School District
Board of Trustees.
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Living the life: Boardman is photographed in the mountains of Machu Picchu. Boardman is a current Biology teacher at
Cerritos College and a council member in Huntington Beach.

Michael Ares
Associate Photo Editor
michael.ares@talonmarks.com

Professor Connie Boardman, the chair of the Department of Biology, shares her life journey from
falling in love with biology, saving the Bolsa Chica
wetlands from city expansion, and serving as mayor
and council member for Huntington Beach.
As a young child in elementary school, Boardman
always had a fascination of nature and animals.
She would enjoy going on fishing trips in the Utah
forests with her father during the summers.
Having a strong interest in nature and plants,
Boardman aspired to be a veterinarian and a park
ranger, but that would later change. She found her
calling, which was teaching Biology labs at Cal State
Long Beach while she was studying for her Master’s
degree.
She taught Science classes at Warren High School
before becoming a teacher at Cerritos College.
Although she is currently teaching, she still plans
to one day become what she aspired to be when she
was younger.
Boardman said, “After I retire from teaching, my
goal is to be a seasonal park ranger at Yellowstone
National Park.”
In her classes, she offers the students a chance to
help grow and restore native vegetation on the Bolsa
Chica wetlands.
Campaigning for her community
In 1992, Boardman was a key player from the
Bolsa Chica Land Trust Movement to stop the city
of Huntington Beach from creating 4,884 houses in
Bolsa Chica, including a four-lane highway and 900
more houses over the Bolsa Chica wetlands.
Boardman stated, “We finally were able to take up
legal action. We sued and ended up winning at the trial court level and the superior court level because the
project violated the Coastal Act, which was passed by
the voters in 1970 which protects the wetlands. The
project was then revised, and eventually only 350

houses were allowed to be built instead of the 4,884
planned, and sold the wetland property to the state.”
In 2003, Boardman became mayor of Huntington
Beach, where she was focusing on the physical health
of the city, as well as continuing to support nature
community groups.
After her term as mayor ended, she decided not to
run for re-election.
However, she is currently serving as a city council member for Huntington Beach. Her term comes to
end in the year 2014.
During her time as mayor and council member,
she helped create plans that will make ocean water
cleaner, and ordinances that would ban plastic bags.
Boardman said, “Huntington Beach is really a
community of people who care a lot about water quality and the environment.”
Boardman has been recognized for her efforts to
make Huntington Beach a better place. She was given
the Environment Hero Award presented by Southern
California Edison.
Getting the students involved
Besides teaching Biology at Cerritos College and
serving as a Huntington Beach City Council member, Boardman is also the advisor of the Wilderness
Club at Cerritos College. The club has been on camping trips to Joshua Tree National Park, and Crystal
Cove State Park, as well as day-long hikes in the local
mountains, learning about plants, animals and their
adaptations.
Professor Anna Varcarcel, a Biology teacher at
Cerritos College, believes that Boardman is a big inspiration to the students and faculty at Cerritos College.
“I think that she (Boardman) has made a huge
impact on campus as she is the one that motivates
people to really get things done. She shows students
what they can do to make a difference outside of the
classroom, and it makes me proud to be a part of the
Biology department knowing that our teachers actually care about what we are teaching about.”

