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Life
after
30
Proposition 30 passes giving Cerritos College a
little bit of a reprieve from the state budget cuts
Alexandra Scoville
Social Media Editor
social@talonmarks.com

Since the passing of Proposition 30,
Cerritos College President Dr. Linda Lacy
has had discussions with faculty members
to clarify what life will be like going forward for both students and faculty.
Prop. 30 passed with 59.91 percent of
votes in favor and 40.09 percent against.
“We’re so happy it passed, but we have
to still be a little cautious because of the
fact that it’s a temporary tax, and a lot of
the things we do have (are) ongoing cost
ramifications but one of the nice things
about it is in January we’re not going to see
a 7.5 million dollar cut,” Lacy said.
Vice President of Business Services
David El Fattal says that with Prop. 30
passing, Cerritos College will be less
stressful.
Although Prop. 30 passed, it originally
seemed like it was going to fail because the
early vote counts were leaning against the
proposition.
Cerritos College had back-up plans
just in case the proposition failed.
“We put together a Plan A and a Plan
B, and we didn’t want to put Plan B into
place.” Lacy said.
El Fattal adds what the state of California would’ve taken away if Prop. 30 had
failed.

“Prop. 30 allows the college to ... not
have to make drastic reductions that were
coming and that were on the list because
the state was taking away five million dollars this year if Prop. 30 didn’t pass.”
Lacy added that she felt disappointed
at first when noticing the early direction
of the proposition, but when it turned
around she had a sigh of relief.
If Prop. 30 were to fail, then it would’ve
caused more classes for Cerritos College
to be eliminated.
Since the proposition passed, it will
not only allow a fuller upcoming spring
semester schedule, but it will also fund a
2013 summer session, which was in danger of being eliminated.
“We’re not cutting our classes further
than what they have been cut in the last
couple of years,” Lacy said.
It’s not just the classes that will be affected.
According to Lacy, full-time and adjunct professors will also be impacted by
the passing of the proposition.
Both groups will be able to teach more
classes.
“It’s going to impact all employees, faculty and all staff and students in the same
way” El Fattal said.
While students can start to see a
change in the 2013 spring semester, Lacy
has looked ahead at Cerritos College life

saying a bigger change will be felt during the 2013 fall semester.
“We do understand we need a long
term solution to this problem so that in
four years we’re not faced with this same
dilemma and see us shutting the door
on more students again.” Lacy said.
El Fattal adds, “It won’t be something that people see or feel next week
but it is a good thing that we are moving forward in a positive way on all
fronts, on a student front, on offering
classes, on the building program.”
Prop. 30 will help eliminate
the deficit in the state budget.
Lacy hopes to start reducing the
deficit after a couple of years so
that Cerritos College can see more
of a change.
“Right now it (Prop. 30) is just
holding us (students and faculty)
steady, and that is a lot better than
what we were facing if it had not
passed,” Lacy said.
Services that are available to students on campus, such as financial aid,
would have been impacted due to a failure of Prop. 30.
According to Lacy, if the proposition would have failed, staff that serves
students in areas like financial aid would
have faced possible hourly cuts.
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Four out of five incumbents lose
their seats on Board of Trustees
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In a historic election on Nov. 6,
four out of the five incumbents running for the Cerritos College Board
of Trustees were voted out.
Tom Jackson, Jean M. Mchatton,
Ted Edmiston and Tina Cho have
been replaced by Carmen Avalos,
John Paul Drayer, Marisa K. Perez
and Sandra Salazar respectively.
Current President of the Board
of Trustees Bob Arthur was the only
one who kept his seat.
“The at large voting system was
faulty,” said Drayer, board-member
elect for area three.
This was the first election since
the Cerritos College trustee areas
were changed to give minorities
more of a voice on election day.
“I was in support of it to diversi-
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The at large voting system was
faulty.

”

John Paul Drayer

Board- member elect for area three
fy the board, even though I thought
it could be a problem for me,” Cho
said.
Being a minority herself, she felt
that her area was unfairly divided.
“It put me in an (area) that was
unfair to me. I think it was a political thing to get me off of the board.
Bob Arthur was campaigning hard
against me.”
During her campaign, there was
an article written about her in a local paper that stated that she was
against Latinos.
“They twisted the truth, I had a

lot of Latino support,” Cho said.
Avalos, board-member elect
for area two, said, “The community votes for who looks like them.
I think in one of the areas name
recognition came into play. But
this (the new board) is a positive
change.”
The new and outgoing members
have positive outlooks about the diversity on the new board.
“It’s great to get new board
members, three of them with Hispanic heritage. I just didn’t appreciate some of the things that happened,” Cho said.
The newcomers shared some of
the same thoughts.
Drayer said, “I am very humbled
and honored that my neighborhood
felt so highly of me.”
Avalos said, “I’m very excited to
once again be a representative on
the board.”

Associated Students of Cerritos College Commissioner of Athletics, Daniel Gomez, addressed the Board
of Trustees on Nov. 7, on the subject of campus safety
during the off hours.
“You see the police roaming around, you see the student security guards walking around.
“That’s not the issue I’m concerned with; my issue is
we have had four break-ins in the past two months. Why
has it gotten to this point? What is being done to prevent
things like that?” Gomez said.
The Student Activities Office was broken into for the
second time in two months. The other break-ins took
place in the Math Success Center and the Fine Arts Building.
“During school for the most part the students I have
talked to don’t have an issue with (safety) concerns during school. It’s when were not here, what’s getting done?
Chief Buck told us that during night time when were
not around that he has officers patrolling and anyone on
campus, even if it’s just someone walking their dog, gets
questioned. If that’s the case, then how do we have four
break-ins in two months? … What can we do when were
not here?” Gomez said.
He spoke to the Board of Trustees during the public
presentations part of the monthly board meetings.
During that time anyone can have five minutes to address the board members about any topic.
Although the board members listen, they do not respond during that time.
After the meeting, Cerritos College President and Superintendent Dr. Linda Lacy said, “It’s such a large area
that the officers are over here and it’s happening (in another area), but we are putting more officers in that area.”
Lacy continued, “We’re trying to beef up the patrols

and that type of thing, and we’re putting in more alarms
because in a place this vast they’ll just move around to
where the officers aren’t. We are taking preventative
measures, with the alarms and different things with motion detectors.
“With cameras that will help catch the perpetrator,
the alarms are to help deter. Keep in mind that all comes
with an expense and so we are trying to balance that.”

