
FINAL ISSUE?

INSIDE THE MARKS
NEWS
Tostitos to host event on campus
On Thursday, a special concert will 
be held at Falcon Stadium featuring a 
concert by Gym Class Heroes.

OPINION
Something else to worry about?
Are finals the only thing Cerritos 
College students are worrying about? 

ARTS
Checking in with The Interludes
Checking in with the Cerritos Col-
lege Theater Department.

SPORTS
More on the State 
Champions
The women’s 
soccer team 
has many 
award 
winners, 
includ-
ing 
State 
MVP Lauren 
Nanez. 

Maxx Gonzalez
Undecided Major 

“Not traveling to more places, 
or doing more things with my 
free time.”

Jaime Mendoza
Engineering Major 

“Not taking more vacations. 
Life is short. It’s true what 
they say: We only live once.”

“If the world does end on Dec. 
21, what is one thing you’d regret 

not doing?”
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On Dec. 21, 2012, the Ma-
yan calendar will complete its 13 
b’ak’tun and move onto the 14  
cycle, beginning a completely new 
process, and definitely not signal-
ing the end of the world.

A b’ak’tun contains 144,000 so-
lar days, with the ancient Mayas 
having lived during the eighth and 
ninth b’ak’tuns, and predicting that 
the time cycle will complete on Dec. 
21, 2012, which many people 

have misin-
te r pre te d 

to be 
the end 
of the 
world.

S o l a r 
time is a 

passage of 
time based on the sun’s position in 
the sky.

Sorry, the world is not ending. 
It will continue in all of its glory on 
Dec. 22, 2012.

Are you worried about a rogue 
planet hitting Earth?

Worry no more; NASA can eas-
ily detect any unexpected object 
coming within the Earth’s radius.

According to NASA via a 
Google + hangout, the most promi-
nent near Earth object is an aster-
oid that is projected to be cruis-
ing about 18,000 miles away from 
Earth in Feb. 2013.

Both, along with the fresh 
breath of air that will be available 
on Dec. 22, 2012, are evidence that 
nothing is going to stop the human 
race from existing. 

Business economics major 
Arlene Hernandez said that she 
doesn’t feel that good luck charms 
and rituals will help students get 
the grade that they want. She be-
lieves that studying is the only way 
to get a good grade.

Like Hernandez, other stu-
dents also feel that superstitions 
are just silly and don’t exist. How-
ever, some students believe that it 
can be a motivation to remember 
information and instill confidence 
in a person.

Jessica Estrada, nursing major, 
is one of those people who said 
that she does not believe in good 
luck and just studies and hopes for 
the best.

However she does have super-
stitions and believes that walking 
under a ladder is bad luck.

Estrada said about good luck 
rituals, “I do think it’s a little silly 
but I mean everyone has their own 
choice, everyone is going to be-
lieve in what they believe.”

According to Online Learning 
Tips.com, to avoid nervousness 
when going into a test or exam, 
have a talisman. It can be anything 
from a picture to a keychain and 
you just put all of your focus of the 
talisman to relax. It can help to be 
a confidence booster so that you 
will do better on your test.

With finals coming up, Estrada 
said that the only way to receive 
fair credit for a good grade would 
be to just study and try your best.

She said that for those with just 
sheer “dumb luck,” and who do 
better than those that studied, it’s 
not fair because they did not work 
for the grade.

Finals take place next week.
Libraries are crowded with stu-

dents who are anxiously awaiting 
winter break, which will begin at 
the closure of class on Dec. 21. 

Rest assured, the students are 
ready.

Long Count: On Dec. 21, 2012, the Mayan calendar is set to go the next b’ak’tun, or a period of 144,000 days. Common belief is that the conclusion of this 
cycle will signal a cataclysmic event that will bring upon the end of the world. 

Raul Samaniego
Staff Writer

raul.samaniego@talonmarks.com

Goal! The 2012 Cerritos College Women’s 
Soccer team has been voted as the No. 1 ranked 
community college team in the country by the 
National Soccer Coaches Association of Amer-
ica.

Previously the Falcons were ranked 4th in the 
final regular season poll taken.

At the conclusion of the regular season, the 
NSCAA poll listed Santiago Canyon College No. 
1, Miramar College (San Diego) No. 2, College 
of the Canyons No. 3 and Cerritos College No. 4.

On Nov. 17, the date the previous poll was in 
effect, the Falcons opened CCCAA play against 
Santa Barbara College.

Cerritos College went undefeated in the play-
offs with victories against SBCC, Cypress Col-
lege, Ventura College, Sierra College, and San-
tiago Canyon College.

The previous poll’s 5th ranked team from 

Broome Community College of New York lost its 
playoff game on Nov. 8 to Anoka-Ramsey Com-
munity College, 2-0 in Dryden, NY.

The Falcons completed the season with a 
record of 22-2-2, including defeating Santiago 
Canyon College 2-0 in the California State Com-
munity College championship game Dec. 2.

Cerritos College forward Lauren Nanez said, 
”It’s indescribable, an amazing feeling.

“All that hard work, and now we’re No.1,” said 
an astonished Nanez.

The season was a culmination of 6 a.m. prac-
tices, weekend games, 10 straight road games to 
begin the season, missed busses, lost uniforms, 
injuries, auto accidents, and pure determination.

Upon learning of the final vote, all-South 
Coast Conference forward Jazmin Aguas said, 
“We actually are number one?”

After realizing the fact, she chimed, “That’s 
great!

“Wow, it’s amazing, we’re first in the nation,” 
Aguas said.

For their efforts, the Cerritos College women’s 
soccer team was rewarded with conference, state 
and national accolades.

Ten players were selected to the all-South 
Coast Conference Team.

Lauren Nanez was named California State 
Championship Player of the Tournament.

Coach Ruben Gonzalez wasn’t named coach 
of the year in the South Coast Conference.

That is because in October, Gonzalez was rec-
ognized as the overall outstanding head coach of 
all women’s sports in the South Coast Conference 
for the 2011-2012 season.

The National Championship is Gonzalez’s 
second at the helm of the women’s soccer team, 
who also defeated Santiago Canyon College in 
2008 to win the national honors.

For Gonzalez it’s time to hit the recruiting 
trail as he attempts to piece together next year’s 
team. 

The pressure will be on the team, as they open 
defense of their National Championship next fall.  

Women’s soccer voted National Champions

Julie Garcia
Nursing Major 

“Not having my license at the 
moment.”
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OPINION: No 
reason for the 
world to end
The closest the world 
is to ending may dis-
appoint you, but it 
isn’t Dec. 21, 2012

Superstitions 
to aid students 
past finals
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News Editor
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There are many superstitions but these are the 
five top rated according to The Met Online:

1. Friday the 13th
2. Walking under ladders
3. Breaking a mirror
4. Opening umbrellas indoors
5. Seeing a solitary Magpie

According to some Cerritos College students, 
these superstitions have changed. 

Undecided major Judy Mendez stated that she 
does not believe in the superstitions.

If she did believe in them, she said, “I’ll prob-
ably be doing what everybody does like throw salt 
in back of them,” to get rid of the bad luck.

Speech language pathology major Jose Cano 
said, “When I was younger, I’d fight you before you 
made me go under a ladder.” 

Cano also added, “After awhile I started to 
think how could this (bad luck) possibly happen?”

He suggested to sacrifice a goat on top of a hill 
in order to undo bad luck. 

Cano also mentioned some superstitions that 
originate from his home country of Guatemala.

He said that it is bad luck to find and take 
money placed in a circle around food and fruit.

He said that it will curse you with bad luck.
“Where we’re (my family and I) from, that’s 

some witchcraft.”
Cano also mentioned another superstition he 

knows of and said, “Say you have cancer or you’re 
poor, you go to this witch to reverse this (and) 
pass it to someone else.”

Nursing major Vianka Lopez said that karma 
is a superstition that she believes in and believes 
what goes around comes around. 

She suggested that people should “Be faithful 
and trustworthy. If you trip some one, something 
bad will happen to you.” 

Walking under a ladder is another superstition 
Lopez believes in and believes that an onion can 
help undo the bad luck.

Like both Cano and Lopez, art major Steve 
Givens also believes that walking under a ladder 
is bad luck.

Givens said, “If I do walk under a ladder, I 
don’t know how to counter act (the bad luck) but 
the closest thing I can think of is do a good deed.”

Top five superstitions

Gym Class Heroes and Tostitos commercial 

Lauren Gandara
News Editor

news@talonmarks.om

History major Carlos Diaz said 
that trying to dodge the companies 
permitted by the Cerritos College 
Campus Police Department that try 
to sell him things is bad enough, 
but having to dodge solicitors on 
campus without permits is even 
worse.

Associated Students of Cerritos 
College is creating a legislation to 
find a way to prevent loitering and 
soliciting by non-students that do 
not have a permit from campus po-
lice to come on campus. 

This was brought to attention of 
ASCC by a Game Room attendant 
that people are coming on campus 
that aren’t students.

 There is also a suspicion of 
gambling taking place which is not 
permitted on the Cerritos College 
campus.

ASCC Vice President Aldo Lo-
pez opened the discussion to the 
student senate during multiple 
ASCC senate meetings. 

Senators agreed to the idea of 
creating a legislation to suggest 
ways in which the college can pre-
vent non-students from walking 
freely on to the campus.

They also mentioned several 
incidents in which non-students 
came on to the campus and created 
a disturbance.

One of the incidents mentioned 
was a woman who went into the 
Learning Resource Center to ask 
for money for people in Africa. 

After being asked multiple 
times to leave, the woman was then 
threatened to be escorted off of 
campus by campus police.

Culinary arts major Anna 
Velazquez said, “I come to school 
and I expect to only do school stuff 
and they come on campus and 
throw me off balance.”

She suggested that when these 
people come on campus they 

should be given a fine of $75 so that 
they learn their lesson not to be on 
campus.

In regard to gambling, Lopez 
said that there are Game Room and 
Student Center attendants that walk 
around to stop people who look like 
they might be gambling. 

According to the ASCC the 
Game Room attendant has seen 
card games being played in certain 
areas around the Game Room and 
Student Center. She is concerned 
that students are going to start gam-
bling because of previous incidents 
where gambling had taken place.

According to Lopez the atten-
dant said a lot of the people playing 
these card games are non-students.

ASCC Senator German Sanchez 
said, “Majority of them are play-
ing just for fun. I have yet to see 
any gambling because I personally 
know a lot of people that play cer-
tain games and that officials would 
stop them and tell them that they 
can’t play because it might lead to 
gambling.” 

He continued, “I don’t think the 
problem is gambling in itself. Gam-
bling is banned period. 

“I believe that gambling should 
be more defined. What I mean is 
that what is gambling as opposed 
to like playing Uno. I’ve actually 
seen people being stopped (from) 
playing Uno for the same reason, 
because it might lead to gambling.”

Sanchez feels that it might be 
difficult to catch people gambling 
because of the fact that not every-
one gambles with money, some 
gamble cards or other objects of 
value. 

However, he said that the ex-
change of money is something to 
look out for.

“Nothing is black and white. We 
can’t really stop every type of crime 
of gambling unfortunately but at 
the same time we can’t stop people 
who are playing a certain game and 
call it gambling as well.”

Loitering and gambling 
problem on campus

Alexandra Scoville
Social  Media Editor

social@talonmarks.com

Lauren Gandara
News Editor

news@talonmarks.om

Working together to help out veterans, Tostitos and Cer-
ritos College are teaming up to host a special event and con-
cert that will take place on Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Falcon 
Stadium. The gates will open at 5 p.m.

The concert is to be performed by the band Gym Class 
Heroes. 

According to the Associated Students of Cerritos College 
during a Cabinet meeting, the event will be taped for a com-
mercial.

The commercial will be shown during the Fiesta Bowl, 
and  it may run during the Super Bowl. 

 Cerritos College Athletic Director Dan Clauss is working 
closely with Tostitos and feels that this event will really help 
Cerritos College to become a more recognized school.

He encourages students on campus to spread the word 
about the event because he wants the stands to be full of 
people.

The goal is to have at least 10,000 people attending the 
event.

All of the tickets are free of charge to students as well as 
the general public.

You can pick the tickets at the Student Activities Office or 
the Game Room on campus. 

For every ticket that is turned in, a dollar will be donated 
to the veterans program at Cerritos College.

Students or non-students, are required to provide some 
type of identification in order to receive tickets and can re-
ceive up to a maximum of 15 tickets.

Clauss has also sent tickets to local high schools and ra-
dio stations to be given out to the public so that the goal can 
be met.

Clauss hopes to reserve the parking lot at the Norwalk 
Indoor Swapmeet on Alondra Boulevard for the night of the 
event so that there is enough parking for the public and have 
a shuttle bus take the people from the parking lot to the foot-
ball stadium.

Tostitos will also be providing free food and drinks to the 
public when entering the stadium. 

According to ASCC, Pepsi products at Frantones will also 
be free of charge.

Attendees are not allowed to bring cameras or video cam-
eras to the event. 

Director of Student Activites Amna Jara said veterans can 
recieve VIP tickets for themselves and guests at the Veterans 
Resource Center. 

Dafne Bravo/ TM
Tostitos: Nursing major Ron Cordova [right]  and Albert Saucedo, computer science major [left] received their free tickets at the Student Activities Office for the Tostitos special event and Gym Class Heroes 
concert. The concert will take place on Thursday at 6:30 p.m. and it is open to anyone in the public, as long as they have tickets.

Calendar 
of Events

Dec.12

Dec. 13

Dec. 15

Dec. 14

Board of Trustees
Meeting at 6 p.m. in the 

Cheryl A. Epple Board 
Room.

Board of Trustees rece-
potion in Student Center 

at 7 p.m.

ASCC Senate meeting 
at 3 p.m. in Room BK 
111/112

Tostitos event and con-
cert at Falcon Stadium. 
Gates open at 5 p.m. 
event begins at 6:30 p.m.

Dec. 21

ASCC Awards Banquet 
at 6:30 p.m.

(Tickets required)

Start of finals. 

Predicted end of the 
world

End of the Fall 2012
semester

iStock Photo
Superstition:  One of the top five 
superstitions is seven years bad luck 
for anyone who breaks a mirror.
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“

Darlene roDriguez ”
Scholarship recepient

I never thought out of all the 
applicants that they would 
choose me.

Enrollment leaves students low on cash

Cerritos College Triathlon Club 
adopts deserving family through 
the Su Casa Emergency Shelter

Connie Garcia
Staff Writer

connie.garcia@talonmarks.com

Music major Michael Enriquez finds his 
wallet to be torn between paying tu-
ition for the 2013 spring semester and 

buying gifts for friends and family members.
After paying for 12 units, at a rate $46 each 

unit or $215 each unit for out of state and inter-
national students, this year’s holiday shopping is 
taking a toll on Enriquez’s budget. 

“It’s just kind of sad,” he said, “I never thought 
I would be faced with the hard decision of hav-
ing to choose between paying for school or going 
Christmas shopping.”

With the holidays just around the corner, 
people are rushing to get the best deals on gifts 
for their loved ones at stores such as Walmart, 
Target, Kohl’s, J.C. Penney, and Sears.

Online sites such as HDAccessories.com and 
Amazon.com are also promoting and extending 
their Black Friday and Cyber Monday deals in 

order to provide easier access to online shopping 
for the busy schedule.

“I don’t normally shop online and I don’t like 
it, but I think at this point I am left with no choice 
but to do so if it means getting better deals and 
saving money,” Enriquez added, “being broke af-
ter paying school fees sucks.”

Cosmetology major Ashleigh Johnson be-
lieves students should learn to how manage and 
save their money, rather than complain about 
how little they have.

“I believe that if (students) saved up through-
out the year, there would be no need for them to 
be coming up short during the holiday season, 
even after paying for classes,” she said.

Johnson also commented that students could 
always use the layaway option some stores offer, 
which allows the buyer to choose the gifts he or 
she wants to purchase, have them singled out, 
and pay a small amount little by little until a cer-
tain date.

“Explore your options, look for deals and spe-

cials which may save you money, but most of all, 
don’t wait until the last minute,” she added. 

As for gift ideas this holiday season, Graphic 
design major Aryam Gonzalez suggests that stu-
dents make  home-made gifts for their loved ones  
in order to save money but to also give more 
meaning to the gift itself.

“I’ve always been sort of a tradition type girl, 
and I think that a home-made gift says a lot more 
to the person receiving the gift because it’s a bit 
more heart-warming that way,” she said.

Gonzalez explains how a scrapbook, a beaded 
necklace, even a hand crafted art piece could very 
well light up someone’s day just like a toy, video 
game, or movie would.

“It’s easier and less expensive to buy the in-
gredients to make something rather than buy-
ing it made, or at least sentimental value goes up 
when you do it that way,” she added.

Materials to make gifts such as scrapbooks, 
beaded necklaces, or many other gifts are avail-
able at most Michael’s Arts and Crafts stores. 

Cerritos re-entry student receives 
Carmen Solis Pratt Scholarship

Michael Ares
Photo Editor

photo@talonmarks.com

Nursing major Darlene Ro-
driguez was presented 
with the Carmen Solis 

Pratt Scholarship.
The scholarship is given to one 

student annually who meets the 
requirements of being 35 years old 
and is an re-entry college student.

Executive Director Steve Rich-
ardson said, “She demonstrates 
outstanding initiative and drive to 
accomplish her educational goals.”

The scholarship was created by 
retired Norwalk Superior Court 
Judge Dan Pratt, who founded the 
$1,600 scholarship back in 2001 in 
honor of Pratt’s mother who held 
education very high in esteem, but 
was not able to attend a college her-
self.

Rodriguez was born and raised 
in Whittier, California.

“I always wanted to go to college 
and receive a degree ever since I was 
little, but in my early 20s I did not 
have the focus. I had the drive but 
not the discipline.

  I would work two jobs and go 
to school so I was not putting my 
full energy into school.  I would en-
roll then drop classes.”

While she was still in her 20s, 
she left school to get married just 
before she was about to transfer to 

a four-year university.
Rodriguez said, “Life happened, 

and I had two sons in two years. 
Later I became divorced so I had 
to support them and be there for 
them, so I had no time for me.”

As a single mom, Rodriguez 
worked for a telecommunications 
company for 12 years. The company 
decided to cut the workforce in half 
and relocate. Being faced with un-
employment, Rodriguez was forced 
to think deeper into her future and 
decided to return to school, pursu-
ing her nursing degree.

“I was upset and sad, but I de-
cided that this was my chance to go 
back to school and fulfill my dream 
of becoming a nurse.

 “I knew I was ready to commit 
and not give up this time. I had the 
determination and the drive,” Ro-
driguez said.

Rodriguez shared why she want-
ed to be a nurse.

 “My first son was born prema-
ture and was in the Neonatal in-
tensive care unit for five months. 
He was the one who lead me to my 
major. The nurses were angels that 
healed my son besides medicine. 
Those nurses that cared for my son 
for five months were so good at 
what they did. I thought I would 
love to go back to school and be like 
them.”

Her son Andy said, “I’m very 
proud of my mom. She inspires me.”

Cerritos College prepares as it 
holds ASCC Fall Awards Banquet

John Morfin
Copy Editor

copy@talonmarks.com

Cerritos College will recog-
nize outstanding advisers, 
instructors and students at 

its 2012 fall Associated Students of 
Cerritos College Awards Banquet 
on Friday.

Students, instructors, and ad-
visers were able to nominate fellow 
outstanding students, instructors, 
and advisers by filling out an appli-
cation, which became available on 
Oct. 22.

According to Amna Jara, coor-
dinator of student activities, stu-
dents who are nominated must have 
a 2.0 grade point average in order to 
be eligible to receive an award at the 
ASCC Awards Banquet.

The applications were due at the 
Student Activities Office by 9 a.m. 
on Nov. 14.

According to the Cerritos Col-
lege website, the type of awards stu-
dents, instructors, and advisers are 
eligible to receive are:

•	 Service Certificate – Presented 
to students in recognition of 
service and participation in pro-
grams sponsored by the ASCC. 
The students must show schol-
arship (2.0 GPA).

•	 Bronze Falcon - Awarded each 
semester to students who ex-
cel in service and participation 
in programs sponsored by the 
ASCC. The students must show 
scholarship (2.0 GPA).

•	 Silver Falcon - Awards given to 
students who are outstanding in 
leadership, service, and partici-
pation in programs sponsored 
by the ASCC. The students must 
show scholarship (2.0 GPA).

•	 Gold Falcon - Awards given to 
students who are outstanding in 
leadership, service, and partici-
pation in programs sponsored 
by the ASCC. The students must 
show leadership, scholarship 
(2.0 GPA) and personal integ-
rity.

•	 President’s Award - To be given 
to a student in lieu of that stu-
dent receiving a third Gold Fal-

con.
•	 Resolution - Given to a student 

after receiving the President’s 
Award in lieu of a fourth Gold 
Falcon.

•	 Man and Woman of the Year 
Awards - Presented at the Spring 
Awards Banquet to the man and 
woman who have shown all of 
the qualities of a Gold Falcon 
recipient plus additional dedi-
cation in service and leadership 
for the entire school year. To 
be eligible students must have 
completed six units in the fall 
semester and be enrolled in at 
least six in the spring semester. 
Also, the students must have 
been awarded a Bronze, Silver or 
Gold Falcons in both semesters.

•	 Curricular and Inter Club 
Council Awards - Presented 
to clubs and organizations for 
service on campus and in their 
community. The organizations 
and clubs are an important part 
of the Cerritos College cam-
pus life. Groups that are active 
in promoting student leader-
ship and service are recognized 
through these awards.

•	 Athletic Honors - The ASCC 
has an excellent athletic awards 
program for all intercollegiate 
athletics. This recognition is in 
the form of banquets, letters, 
certificates, jackets, plaques and 
lifetime passes.
The award recipients are select-

ed by an award committee.
The master of ceremonies for 

the fall 2012 ASCC Awards Banquet 
is Daniel Gomez.

The fall 2012 Awards Commit-
tee is as follows:

•	 Amber Rose Belmonte
•	 Angie Hortua
•	 Anna Fischer
•	 Areal Hughes
•	 Christopher Carrillo
•	 Dania Hernandez
•	 John Steele
•	 Juan M. Ramirez
•	 Michael Alvarado
•	 Michelle Mancilia
•	 Peter Choi
•	 Sid Jayathilake
•	 Yvette Juarez

•	 Windy Bay Herman

The type of awards the students 
are nominated for are kept confi-
dential until the day of the awards 
ceremony.

ASCC President Lance Makina-
no believes that the ASCC Awards 
Banquet is a good way to recognize 
the effort of the students, instruc-
tors, and advisers, but it is not near-
ly enough recognition.

“They should be recognized, but 
maybe we can build a better recog-
nition system,” Makinano said.

Jara also believes that the award 
recipients deserve more.

“They (award recipients) de-
serve more than just a plaque,” Jara 
said.

Psychology major Fernando 
De La Cruz believes that the rec-
ognition advisers, instructors, and 
students will receive at the ASCC 
Awards Banquet can help their ca-
reer pursuit.

“It will look good when you are 
applying for a job,” De La Cruz said.

Undecided major Kendra Rob-
inson believes that outstanding ad-
visers and instructors should be rec-
ognized in some way and the ASCC 
Awards Banquet is a good start.

“They (advisers and instructors) 
really help out students,” Robinson 
said.

The doors are scheduled to open 
at 6 p.m. and the ceremony is sched-
uled to begin at 6:30 p.m.

Rodriguez’s other son Antho-
ny commented, “I’m proud of my 
mom because she encourages me to 
do my best.”

Rodriguez commented, “I was 
very surprised. I never thought 
out of all the applicants that they 
would chose me. This scholarship 
will definitely make life a lot easier 
for me and my family. I have been 
very blessed by getting into nursing 
school and receiving this scholar-
ship was the icing on the cake. ”

She is very thankful to Pratt for 
founding the scholarship.

“Pratt set up this scholarship for 
students that he doesn’t even know 
to help us financially, to me that is 
such a selfless act and I will defi-
nitely pay it forward when I gradu-
ate and find a job.”

Rodriguez had some final words 
for students who want to return to 
school after being gone for so many 
years, which were “Don’t ever give 
up on your dreams. It is never to 
late to go back school. My motto is 
anything is possible, as long as you 
set your mind to it.”

Rodriguez plans to pursue her 
bachelor’s degree in nursing and 
eventually become a nurse practi-
tioner upon completion of her stud-
ies at Cerritos College in April. 

The Cerritos College Founda-
tion, a non-profit organization, 
serves as a charitable vehicle for the 
community, individuals and alum-
ni, to assist with financial support 
of Cerritos College beyond that 
which state funding supports. Visit 
the Foundation online at www.cer-
ritos.edu/ccf.
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Photo courtesy of Cerritos College Foundation
Caption Header: Executive Director Steve Richardson presents nursing major 
Darlene Rodriguez with the Carmen Solis Pratt Scholarship.

Photo Illustration By Eduardo Alvarado/TM
A student’s dilemma: Illustration shows the common dilemma students face this holiday season between paying for school tuition or for gifts during the upcoming 
holidays.

Angela Arellano
Staff Writer

angela.arellano@talonmarks.com

The Cerritos College Triath-
lon Club joined the Su Casa 
Emergency Shelter to make 

a family’s Christmas one they will 
never forget.

The Charleston family came 
to the Su Casa’s Emergency Shel-
ter after Kimberly Charleston was 
abused by her husband.

The family and the names pro-
vided are fictitious in order to keep 
their identity a secret.

She decided to end the relation-
ship and go to Su Casa with her kids 
Kristeen and Christopher in order 
to provide them with a safe envi-
ronment to stay in. 

The idea was a collaborate de-
cision between the Triathlon Club 
and the Director of Community 
Outreach, Christina Kreachbaum. 

Kreachbaum speaks at Ni Bue-
no’s health class about abusive rela-
tionships.

Bueno said, “She had told me 
that they have this program to 
adopt a family for Christmas and 
we talked about it to the Triathlon 
Club.”

This is the second year that the 
Triathlon Club adopted a family 
from Su Casa. 

Su Casa houses families that are 
victims of domestic violence.

Su Casa helps families to get 
back on their feet again financially 
and provides them with job oppor-
tunities.

“Helping them live a normal 
type of life and just to try to get on 
with their life. The location is hid-
den and they really try to keep the 
identity of all their families very 
private for that reason,” Bueno said 
about Su Casa. 

People who are interested in 
volunteering for Su Casa can con-
tact Kreachbaum at (562) 505-9479.

The volunteers go through a 
training program for volunteers 
that are interested in helping fami-
lies and other things at Su Casa. 

“A few of my students go through 
the training and have gotten hired 
for Su Casa,” Bueno explains. 

Kids that are placed at Su Casa 
go to a safe and private school to 
finish their education.

On Dec. 7, the club went to St. 
Timothy Lutheran Church and 
dropped off the gifts along with 
many companies, individuals, and 
groups.

Journalism major and President 
of the Triathlon Club Robert Beaver 
said, “The day at church was really 
nice. The church was very apprecia-
tive of our help. I’m really proud of 
our club members for paying out of 
their own pockets to support the 
Charleston family.

“For a couple years a charity 
reached out to my family and made 
our Christmas possible. I remember 
the joy that brought me. I hope our 
help brings the Charleston family 
the same joy I felt as kid,” Beaver 
said.

The families can only be adopt-
ed once for Christmas.



A look back at News this semester
The many robberies of the Fall 2012 semester

John Morfin
Copy Editor

copy@talonmarks.com

Whether it was broken windows, stolen com-
puters, or a missing key, throughout the 2012 fall 
semester different areas of Cerritos College had 
been vandalized and burglarized, causing damag-
es and stolen equipment amounting to thousands 
of dollars in replacements.

During the first week of this semester, several 
newly renovated restrooms were vandalized by 
tagging marks made all over restroom stalls, on 
the hand dryers and scratches made on the mir-
rors.

The first burglary of the semester took place 
during the last weekend of September in both the 

Student Activities Office and the Game Room.
Both rooms were vandalized and Cerritos Col-

lege Police Chief Richard Bukowiecki estimated 
that $15,000 in school property was stolen and 
$2,000 in school property was damaged.

The second burglary of the semester was in the 
Graphic Design Lab located in room LC 173 of the 
Learning Resource Center on Oct. 23.

The lab had eight Mac desktop computers sto-
len, leaving classes in that particular lab struggling 
to complete their work.

The third burglary of the semester took place 
inside Room FA 42 of the Fine Arts Building on 
Oct. 23.

Room FA 42 was broken into and two Mac 
desktop computers were stolen.

Cerritos College Campus Police officers recov-

ered one of the two stolen computers and it is cur-
rently being held as evidence.

It is believed that three individuals were in-
volved in the burglary.

The fourth burglary happened in the Student 
Activities Office on Nov. 2. 

Several individual offices were broken into and 
had missing valuables ranging from random doc-
uments to an iPod.

Among the valuables stolen included a school 
master key.

Since the burglary, all of the locks that the 
school master key would have been able to open 
have been replaced.

All burglaries are still currently under inves-
tigation.

Original publication date from September to November 

Run-down on everything homecoming
Sarah Niemann

Managing Editor
managing@talonmarks.com

This year’s float contest and 
homecoming schedule revolved 
around the theme “Broadway Mu-
sicals.”

Out of 22 women, seven were 
chosen to be on the homecoming 
court.

The homecoming court, in bal-
lot order, consisted of: 
•	 Lauren Gandara: Talon Marks 

Press Club
•	 Zineb Fikri: Music Club 
•	 Kenia Avalos: Broadcasting 

Club
•	 Amber Rose Belmonte: Phi Beta 

Lamba 
•	 Geovana Sarmiento: Student 

Veterans’ Club 
•	 MarJona Smith-Holieway: Inde-

pendent 
•	 Brittany Forsythe: Leo Club.

With weeks of campaigning and 
several homecoming events includ-
ing the court introduction and the 
mock rally, one court member re-
ceived the crown during halftime at 
the Cerritos College homecoming 
football game on Oct. 13.

The candidates and their cam-
paigners put posters up around 

campus and handed out flyers and 
candy in order to receive votes from 
students. 

Smith-Holieway was the court 
member that went home with the 
crown.

After the crowning, clubs that 
participated in the float contest 
walked around the football field, 
displaying their floats. 

Many of the clubs received 
awards for their floats after being 
judged by the homecoming court 
and a few faculty and alumni.

The Cerritos College Falcons 
football team was victorious over 
the Allan Hancock Bulldogs, 55-25.

A recap on historic Board of Trustees election
Sarah Niemann

Managing Editor
managing@talonmarks.com

In a historic election on Nov. 6, four 
out of the five incumbents running for 
the Cerritos College Board of Trustees 
lost their seats.

Tom Jackson, Jean M. McHatton, 
Ted Edmiston and Tina Cho have been 
replaced by Carmen Avalos,  John Paul 
Drayer, Marisa K. Perez, and Sandra 
Salazar respectively.

Many of the candidates equate the 
big change to the redistricting. 

Avalos, board-member elect for 

area two, said, “The community votes 

for who looks like them. I think in one 

of the areas name recognition came 

into play. 

“But this (the new board) is a posi-

tive change.”

This was the first election since the 

Cerritos College trustee areas were 

changed to give minorities more of a 

voice on Election Day.

“I was in support of it to diversify 

the board, even though I thought it 

could be a problem for me,” Cho said.

Transfer Center uninformed about cross-enrollment
Raul Samaniego

Staff Writer
raul.samaniego@talonmarks.com

Cerritos College students are unaware of an 
important academic tool available to them, be-
cause the Counseling Department and Transfer 
Center at Cerritos College doesn’t have much in-
formation about it.

The cross-enrollment program offered at UC 
Irvine and Cal State Fullerton allows for commu-
nity college students who meet certain require-
ments to attend classes totaling up to five or six 

units at respective university campuses without 
being officially enrolled.

According to Mike Park of UC Irvine’s Ex-
tended Educational Services, these are the fol-
lowing requirements: 
•	 Completed at least one term at the home 

campus as a matriculated student
•	 Enrolled for a minimum of six units at a com-

munity college for the current term
•	 Earned a grade point average of 2.00 (grade 

of C) for work completed at home campus
•	 Paid appropriate tuition and fees at home 

campus for the current term
•	 Completed appropriate academic prepara-

tion as determined by host campus.
UC Irvine costs are $20 per unit plus a $10 

processing fee.
 Cal State Fullerton charges only a $39 pro-

cessing fee, and limits total units to 3 maximum 
per semester.

The staff at the Transfer Center at Cerritos 
College had limited or no knowledge of the pro-
gram when asked for information.

According to Cerritos College Dean of Coun-
seling Services, Renee De Long Chomiak, “The 
(cross-enrollment) program would be of benefit 
to all our students.”

Original publication date 9-29-12

Original publication date 11-11-12

Original publication date 9-27-12

Alexandra Scoville
Social Media Editor

social@talonmarks.com

For weeks leading up to the Nov. 
6 election, students campaigned for 
Measure G and brought to light in-
formation of Proposition 30.

Both the measure and the prop-
osition passed, which will bring 
forth some changes for Cerritos 
College.

The proposition passed with 
59.91 percent of votes in favor and 

40.09 percent against.
Measure G passed with 69.45 

percent of votes in favor and 30.55 
percent of votes against.

Prop. 30 is allowing for a full 
schedule of classes in the spring se-
mester, which would have been lim-
ited if the prop didn’t pass.

Cerritos College President Dr. 
Linda Lacy said it is also allowing 
for a summer schedule, which was 
also in danger of being cut.

Lacy also s0aid that the proposi-

tion is keeping everyone at Cerritos 
College steady.

Measure G is allowing $350 mil-
lion for more construction and ren-
ovation to happen on campus.

The master plan for construc-
tion is available online at the cerri-
tos.edu website.

Students can also expect Wi-Fi 
to be available campus wide in the 
upcoming semesters thanks to Mea-
sure G.

The effects of Measure G and Prop. 30

Illustration by Lauren Gandara/TM
The numbers matter: The election results from the Nov. 6 general election. 
Also being voted in other than the new Board of Trustees was Measure G and 
Prop. 30.

Original publication date 11-13-12

John Morfin/TM
Breaking a sweat at the gym: As of September, the state of the gym reconstruction was at 75 percent. With Measure G, 
more buildings on the Cerritos College campus will also go under reconstruction.

Anita Velapatino/TM
Homecoming court: Lauren Gandara, Zineb Fikri, Amber Rose Belmonte, Kenia Avalos, Geovana Sarmiento and Brittany 
Forsythe pose in Falcon Square for a group picture. The court of seven was voted in by the Cerritos College student body.

Sarah Niemann/TM
Welcoming the new trustees: Carmen Avalos, John Paul Drayer, Marisa K. 
Perez and Sandra Salazar are the new board-member elects. They were voted in 
during the general election on Nov. 6.

Photo Illustration by Lauren Gandara/TM
Crossing over: The illustration depicts the idea of cross-enrollment. With cross-
enrollment, students are able to take classes at both community college and a 
Cal-state or UC.

Martin Calderon/TM
Where’s my tire?: Wrestler Orlando Alfaro describes an incident involving 
his bike’s front tire being stolen while on campus. Any information regarding 
this incident please contact Campus Police (562) 860-2451 ext. 2325.
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•	 Name:	Julian	Godoy	
•	 Position:	Associate	Arts	

Editor
•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semes-

ter
•	 Random	Fact:	Can	ap-

pear	to	be	calmer	than	
he	actually	is.
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•	 Name:	Jonathan	Garza
•	 Position:	Sports	Editor
•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semes-

ter	
•	 Random	Fact:	Has	a	love	

for	classic	professional	
wrestling.

•	 Name:	Alexandra	Sco-
ville

•	 Position:	Social	Media	
Editor

•	 Time	on	staff:	2	semes-
ters

•	 Random	Fact:		Terrified	
of	flying	and	thunder.

•	 Name:	Martin	Calderon
•	 Position:	Staff	Writer
•	 Time	on	staff:	2	semes-

ters
•	 Random	Fact:	Likes	an-

tiques	and	mosh	pits.

•	 Name:		Raul		Samaniego
•	 Position:	Staff	Writer
•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semes-

ter
•	 Random	Fact:	Gradu-

ated	Excelsior	H.S.	1979,	
Cerritos	College	in	1983,	
and	Cal	State	Long	
Beach	1986	with	a	B.A.	
in	Psychology;	returned	
to	Cerritos	College	as	
a	result	of	the	2008	
economic	downturn	in	
2011.

•	 Name:	Richard	Cameron
•	 Position:	Adviser	for	

the	Talon	Marks	News	
Brand

•	 Time	as	adviser:	15	
years

•	 Random	Fact:		Was	once	
legally	blind.

•	 		Name:	Patrick	Dolly
•	 	Position:	Editor-in-

Chief
•	 	Time	on	staff:	3	se-

mesters
•	 	Random	Fact:	Has	

been	on	over	ten	tele-
vision	talk	shows.

•	 Name:	Luis	Guz-
man		

•	 Position:	Opinion	
Editor

•	 Time	on	staff:	2	
semesters

•	 Random	Fact:	
Loves	cats.

•	 Name:	Eduardo	Al-
varado

•	 Position:	Associate	
News	Editor

•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semes-
ter

•	 Random	Fact:		Owns	
and	operates	his	own	
website;	www.holly-
woodteentv.com.

18 19

20 232221

•	 Name:	Gildardo		“Demo”	
Aquino	

•	 Position:	Co-Audio	Editor
•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semester
•	 Random	Fact:	Is	a	disc	

jockey	and	performs	
internationally.

11 •	 Name:	Dafne	Bravo
•	 Position:	Staff	Writer
•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semes-

ter	
•	 Random	Fact:	Interns	

for	a	radio	station	where	
she	has	a	boxing	seg-
ment	on	a	sports	show.

•	 Name:	Connie	Garcia
•	 Position:	Staff	Writer
•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semes-

ter
•	 Random	Fact:	Double	

jointed	and	doesn’t	
know	how	to	whistle.

13 •	 Name:	Tania	Olivas	
•	 Position:	Co-Audio	Edi-

tor
•	 Time	on	staff:	2	semes-

ters
•	 Random	Fact:	Loved	to	

roller	blade	as	a	child

•	 Name:	Rosaura	Montes
•	 Position:	Arts	Editor
•	 Time	on	staff:	3	semes-

ters
•	 Random	Fact:	Pig	

squeals	for	her	music	
interest	in	deathcore.

•	 Name:	Sarah	Bautista
•	 Position:	Staff	Writer
•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semes-

ter	
•	 Random	Fact:	In	8th	

grade,	she	shaved	her	
head	and	grew	a	mo-
hawk.

•	 Name:	John	Morfin	
•	 Position:	Copy	Editor
•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semes-

ter
•	 Random	Fact:		Is	fasci-

nated	with	the	science	
involving	paranormal	
activity.

•	 Name:	Angela	Arellano
•	 Position:	Staff	Writer
•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semes-

ter
•	 Random	Fact:		Weighed	

one	pound	at	birth.

•	 Name:	Lauren	Gandara
•	 Position:	News		Editor
•	 Time	on	staff:	3	semes-

ters
•	 Random	Fact:	Three	

of	her	first	words	were	
french	fries	and	Coke.

21 •	 Name:	Carlos	Mariscal
•	 Position:	Associate	

Opinion	Editor
•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semes-

ter
•	 	Random	Fact:	Really	

scared	of	earthquakes

•	 Name:	Sarah	Niemann
•	 Position:	Managing	Edi-

tor
•	 Time	on	staff:	2	semes-

ters
•	 Random	Fact:	Doesn’t	

like	coyotes.

•	 Name:	Abraham		Ven-
egas

•	 Position:	Associate	On-
line	Editor

•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semes-
ter

•	 Random	Fact:	Likes	to	
continually	challenge	
himself.

•	 Name:	Sangeon	Shin
•	 Position:	Staff	Writer
•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semes-

ter	
•	 Random	Fact:	Wants	to	

learn	more	about	the	
arts.

•	 Name:	Michael	Ares
•	 Position:	Photo	Editor
•	 Time	on	staff:	1	semes-

ter
•	 Random	Fact:	Was	lost	

at	least	four	times	as	a	
child.

•	 Name:	Israel	Arzate
•	 Position:	Staff	Writer
•	 Time	on	staff:	2	semes-

ters
•	 Random	Fact:		Journal-

ism	was	his	second	
choice	in	major	because	
Cerritos	College	does	
not	have	a	veterinary	
program.
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Don’t let the fact that the semester is ending 
this  month make you slack off on final exams 
and essays. It’s a time to settle down, start con-
centrating and focusing on how to boost your 
grade to finish this semester strong.

Take out that book that’s in your backpack, 
open it up, and start studying it. When you re-
view all of the past chapters that were covered 
in class, it gives you a better chance to remem-
ber them after all that time has passed.

Settle down on a couch, be comfortable, and 
study all of your notes from all of the classes 
that you know you’re going to have a final on.

Reading something over and over again will 
help you remember the content.

When it comes down to writing a final es-
say, concentrate hard on it to make sure you 
don’t have any grammar errors and know ex-
actly what you are writing about. 

Try making your writing stronger by show-
ing that you have grown since the last semester.

Showing growth lets your instructor know 
that you have improved and have become a bet-

ter student. 
Use the remaining portion of the semester 

to do the things that you need to do to get the 
grade that you want. 

Cramming will only cause stress and frustra-
tion.

Take some time to write down the things 
that you need to do and attend some tutoring 
sessions that can help you figure things out. 

Reflect on your initial goal when you started 
the semester.

Are you on track to meet that goal? Is it pos-
sible for you to exceed your own expectations 
about your academic success?

Things like texting will only prevent you 
from focusing on your studies. Leave your 
phone in a place where it will be accessible 
should you need it, but not a distraction if you 
don’t need it.

Stay off of social networking sites. Facebook 
never helps anyone pass a class.

No one needs to read a status update or a 
tweet telling others about how much you hate 

to study. 
The end of the semester demands more con-

centration.
Don’t let hanging out with your friends be 

the reason why you don’t study.
Have your friends help you if there is any-

thing you don’t understand. Don’t let any side 
conversations get in the way.

Even better, talking to your instructor is the 
best help you can get  in class.   The instructors 
are here to help students pass classes, not pre-
vent them from doing so.

Don’t allow fear or uncertainty to cause you 
to shy away from asking the instructors from 
help. “You can’t win the lottery if you don’t buy 
a ticket.” 

You’re the only one that knows what you’re 
capable of, so count on yourself to bring out all 
that you have and try your best.

Be more confident at this time in the semes-
ter.

Making your mark with a better grade helps 
you  become successful.

TA
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Staff Writer
connie.garcia
@talonmarks.com
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“On Dec. 20, I just hope every-
one lines up and gets their face 
tattooed because the next day 
we’re dead.”

Peter Ross
Undecided major

Did one of us write something that ground your gears? Do you want to congratulate 
us on the great job we’re doing? Whatever the case may be, we would love to hear 

from you, our readers. Send a LETTER to the EDITOR. We accept electronic mail 
at editor@talonmarks.com and boring regular mail at our office in FA-42. If you 

want your letter or e-mail to be printed, you must proudly sign it with your real name. 
Letters in poor taste will not be printed. This means we don’t want any hate speech or 

conspiracy theories (unless they’re hilarious). We only edit your letters for length to 
print them, but they appear in full online.

 If the subject of your letter is campus-related, then it will be given priority.

Talon Marks is a First Amendment publication. Editorials express the views of the Editorial Board. Other opinions 
express the view of the author and are not to be considered opinions of the publication’s staff, the Editorial Board, the 

advisers, the Cerritos College Associated Students, the college administration or the Board of Trustees. Production and 
printing of Talon Marks is partially funded by the Associated Students of Cerritos College.

Facilities and academic supervision are provided by the Journalism Program. 
Newsroom offices are located in the Fine Arts Building, Room FA42.

Cerritos College is located at 11110 Alondra Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650 
Telephone numbers: (562) 860-2451, ext. 2617 FAX (562) 467-5044
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•EDITORIAL•

“Do you believe that the world is coming  
to an end on Dec. 21, 2012?”

Finals week is a time to finish strong

“I don’t know about that.”

Daniel Song
Undecided major

“No, I don’t think the world is 
going to end.”

Chanteria Jackson
Nursing major

“People who do believe it are 
just...crazy.”

Elisa Ruiz
Arts major

“Honestly, no.”

Darien Whittaker
Communications major

“I don’t believe in that. It’s go-
ing to be a regular day.”

Jesse Barragan
Animation major

Things to consider when thinking of The Mayan Prophecy Theory
The Mayan Prophecy, which is 

predicted to take place on Dec. 21, 
2012, is nothing more than another 
story spreading around the world to 
create mass hysteria as the end of 
the year rolls around.

This event is based on a centu-
ries old Mayan calendar, which is 
believed to end in the year 2012.

The prediction is causing quite a 
bit of panic among everyone about 
there being some catastrophe that 
could wipe mankind off the face of 
the earth.

How can people be so sure that 
this “end of the world” theory is in-
deed true, and can they prove it?

There may not be any evidence 
to prove that it isn’t happening ei-
ther, but at least it makes more sense 
to think of it this way.

One would think that Earth 
should have ended a long time ago, 

such as when gas prices first started 
to skyrocket, or natural disasters 
started occurring all over the globe.

It did not end then though, did 
it? So why would it end now?

The film titled “2012,” starring 
John Cusack and Samuel L. Jackson, 
did nothing to help those who were 
already cracking their knuckles at 
the so -called “prophecy.”

The world eventually ends indi-
vidually for everyone, and it does so 
at its own time.

When people die, that is “the end 
of the world” for them. There is no 
set end of the world for everyone 
altogether unless there is an atomic 

bomb dropped upon Cerritos Col-
lege and everyone dies simultane-
ously.

The Mayan Prophecy theory is 
nothing short of a hoax, but it is 
certainly doing its part in causing 
world-wide panic.

Students should do themselves a 
favor and snap out of this mass hys-
teria and start looking at this con-
cept the logical way.

Think about it, the last time ev-
eryone thought the world was going 
to end was at the turn of the century 
when the year 1999 changed to 2000.

 A lot of people thought they 
weren’t going to live to see it.

Guess what? 12 years later, here 
you are, alive and well. What makes 
the Mayan prophecy theory any dif-
ferent from Y2K?

There are always opinions and 
beliefs but don’t allow this particular 

belief to cause you to lose any sleep.
Your beliefs are what you make 

them, but there is no reason to fear 
a Mayan prophecy theory at the end 
of this year.

Mobile
    News

Scan to view information 
on the Mayan Prophecy

http://bit.ly/LZH2UM
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Manage your time wisely, get to work

Be happy with yourself inside and out
Sarah Bautista

Staff Writer
sarah.bautista@talonmarks.com

Everyone, male, female, or oth-
erwise, is entitled to have a healthy 
level of self-esteem regardless of 
other people’s opinions. 

Whether or not someone disap-
proves of your physical appearance, 
it should not reflect your own per-
ceived self-image. 

Even though this is a truth, there 
are still a lot of people out there who 
are failing to realize that they are 
beautiful in their own unique way.

If you haven’t done so already, 
do yourself a favor and choose to 
reject the notion of “perfection”. 

Nobody is perfect in appearance 
or in character.

In a way, this makes us even 
more attractive as individuals. 

Striving for perfection is an ex-
ercise in futility, it will never be at-
tained.

People should understand that 
there is beauty in imperfection and 
that they are inherently fascinating 
beings.

Take pride in your individual 
characteristics, whether you have 
freckles, very dark skin, or extreme-
ly pale skin.

Whatever the case may be, once 
you have come to accept your phys-
ical image, you will be much more 

at peace.
You will also come to realize 

how great everyone else is.
Learn to focus on the positive 

aspects of yourself and showcase 
your individuality so that you can 
be an example to others.

Aside from physical appearance, 
in a time when looking good is a top 
priority for so many, I am urging 
people to take the time to examine 
their inner beauty for a change. 

How many times can you say 
that you have thought of others be-
fore you have thought of yourself? 

In the midst of the holiday sea-
son, this is an optimum opportunity 
to lend a helping hand to another 

person who may need it. 
When you help someone else 

out you will find that the gratifica-
tion is pretty much instant. 

It is a win-win situation because 
you are doing a good deed, as well 
as walking away feeling good about 
you. 

There are plenty of ways that 
you can help others out, while at the 
same time boosting your own self-
esteem.

You can buy lunch for a friend 
who doesn’t have any lunch money 
or donate clothes that you no longer 
wear to a thrift store.

Patrick Dolly
Editor -in- Chief

editor@talonmarks.com

I think that I could have been a lot stronger 
in my argument regarding contributing for the 
right reasons.

My opinion was geared strongly toward 
why I thought that people felt that contributing 
somehow made them better people.

The problem that I noticed is that I didn’t 
expound on any of my opinions very well.

I made it seem like there is a rash of people 
helping for the wrong reasons which is not the 
case at all.

I had some interesting points such as call-
ing on students to give their best if they were 
going to give at all.

I didn’t spend much time focusing on those 
points. 

I should have talked about the dangers of 
giving for the wrong reasons. More research 
into those dangers would have helped my argu-

ment a lot. 
Considering the holiday season, the subject 

of giving is important.
 I don’t think that I did a very good job of 

expressing exactly why it is so important to give 
for the right reasons.

There is such a need around this time of 
year that I should have focused more on those 
needs.

My argument of giving, specifically to food 
drives, could have been more focused on why 
doing it for the wrong reasons is so problem-
atic. 

That is why research is so important. Even 
as journalists, we talk about topics like they are 
assignments, and not like they are things that 
impact society. 

Having researched more would have pre-
pared me more for my argument.  

Another thing that I could have talked 
about is the falsehood that surrounds giving 
specifically around this time of year.

As the Christmas holiday draws closer and 
the need for assistance grows, I am learning 
more and more about how much more could 
have gone into my opinion.

There is a story currently in the news 
about a New York City police offi-
cer that saw a homeless man 
in very cold weather with no 
shoes or socks on.

That officer took his own 
money and bought that man some socks and 
shoes.

That is giving for the right reasons. 
Out of the kindness of one’s heart makes 

giving a blessing for the person in need and  
makes the giver feel good about knowing that 
something good was done for someone that 
needs it.

This opinion was certainly a learning expe-
rience as to what I can do better when writing 
in the future.

 Help for the right reasons no matter what

Mobile
    News

Scan to listen to the 
Carlos’s original 

story

http://bit.ly/SyQOi5

Carlos Mariscal
Associate Opinion Editor

carlos.mariscal@talonmarks.com

Many students typically begin to 
fall behind a couple weeks into the 
semester, and laziness starts to set 
in; time management is a big influ-
ence to this.

It’s up to the students to manage 
their time wisely in a manner where 
it wont hurt their academics.

I know I’m a student affected 
by this, but then again I was able to 
handle it well.

Many students get home from a 
long day at school and the last thing 
on their mind is the homework that 
they were assigned.

“I’ll do it later… after this 
show… after this commercial… 
after this nap,” is something they 

might tell themselves in order to put 
off completing their homework for 
the current moment. 

I also feel it’s just more than la-
ziness. Social networks also hurt us 
students.

Distractions such as Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram, have stu-
dents finding themselves spending 
more time planning their social 
lives instead of staying up to date 
with their class work.

It seems many students nowa-
days put their social life ahead of 
their school life, which is a recipe 
for failure. 

But social networks aren’t the 
only distractions for students.

I also know hard it is to fulfill 
the role of being a sibling, friend or 
being in a relationship while work-
ing and going to school full time. 

It can be extremely tough.
More than half of Cerritos Col-

lege students are affected and there 
is no practical cure, it all depends 
on the student to make the right de-
cisions.

Distractions don’t have to be a 
bad thing; it’s always good to reward 
yourself for hard work, I know I do.

I feel that incoming students 
should organize their school work 
and social life so that they wont end 
up at Cerritos College for a longer 
period than they should be.

I know this because I have been 
here for four years, and I should fol-
low my own advice.

It all comes down to students 
to organize their time outside of 
school in such a way where it won’t 
affect their educational success.

Illustrations by Edwin Espinola 

Teachers shouldn’t call out their students 
Lauren Gandara

News Editor
news@talonmarks.com

Since my article on teachers 
calling out students was published, 
I now more than ever stand behind 
my opinion.

I have witnessed remarks made 
to students and I think about every 
class I have had has seen teachers 
call students out.

Sometimes teachers are very 
harsh. Some think that students are 
smart alecs and turn joking around 
to low blows.

They criticize students by what 
they know about them and some 
students are sensitive and take it to 
heart.

Yes, some students can be quite 
rude and don’t know when to shut 

their mouths to where the teacher 
becomes extremely frustrated, how-
ever this situation still should not 
allow a teacher to offend a student.

As I have said before, teachers 
are paid to teach and nothing more. 
If they want to roast people, they 
can go work at a comedy club. Same 
goes for students.

Students don’t pay tuition to lis-
ten to their teachers and classmates 
go back and forth talking smack. 
They come here to get an education.

Regarding safety, there are some 
students that teachers probably 
shouldn’t mess with. 

 Stabbings to shootings on col-
lege campuses happen, because 
some students don’t take criticism 
well whether it is constructive or 
not. 

After receiving a letter to the ed-
itor, it is possible that some students 
might take their teachers’ comments 
as an attack and go to judicial affairs 
to complain, putting teachers at risk 
for possible consequences over un-
necessary comments.

Teachers and students need to 
just stop with the low blows. Yes, 
both teachers and students should 
keep in mind the phrase “Give re-
spect, get respect,” of course if they 
want to keep a healthy learning en-
vironment.

Teachers sometimes criticize 
students for acting before thinking 
a situation through, but they don’t 
realize they do the same thing.

Picking on a student in front of 
a class is a thoughtless action, and 
if it is not, then there is something 

wrong with that teacher. 
Why risk your position, over 

saying something to the one obnox-
ious student? 

It is not worth it, you went to 
school many years to prepare your-
self, why go ahead and throw it 
all away just because you were ex-
tremely mad?

Teachers need to keep in mind 
some students don’t take their edu-
cation seriously, they come to so-
cialize, so if a teacher takes the time 
to talk back, this means success for 
that student.

Like I mentioned earlier, most 
of us come to learn and prepare to 
get good grades so we can go on 
to a higher level of education, and 
witnessing childish acts like these is 
what we want to avoid at all times.

Writer’s double-take

Original publication date 10-18-12

Original publication date 9-13-12
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“Interludes:” confusing 
scripts, fantastic acting

Students win awards for 
poetry contest at school

Play Review
Miguel de Cervantes’ “Interludes”

Starring: Melissa Legaspi
Director: Forrest Hartl
Rating:      HH

Photos Courtesy of the Theatre Department 
Comedy: The Troupe in The Jealous Old Man as the story comes to its climax and the old man is pushed to his breaking point. 

Sarah niemann
Managing Editor

managing@talonmarks.com

The Cerritos College Theatre De-
partment’s production of Miguel de 
Cervantes’ 1600 “Interludes” was in 
one word, confusing.

While the acting was very good, 
most of the six short comedic plays 
were difficult to follow.

It started with “The Magic Cave 
of Salamanca” which was very funny 
and easy to understand.

The next two Interludes titled 
“The Widowed Pimp” and “The Man 
Who Pretended to be from Biscay” 
were both very confusing.

If you didn’t read the program 
where there was a clever description 
of all the plays made to seem like a 
newspaper, then you wouldn’t have a 
clue what was going on during “The 
Widowed Pimp.”

Quite frankly, even if you read it 

Luis Guzman
Opinion Editor

opinion@talonmarks.com

ESL (English as a second lan-
guage) student Arnaldo Mendon-
ca won the 1st place prize of $50 
at the Library Club’s fifth annual 
Poetry Night on Dec. 5 with his 
poem “I Was Them.”

  “I had a few things in my heart 
and soul. I would like to share with 
people so I said this was a good 
opportunity,” Mendonca said.

He explained his poem by say-
ing, “It’s about the connection be-
tween everything in the world and 
life. I was in the heart of the ama-
zon forest, it was not a common 
place. When I saw those stars, it 

looked like they where really talk-
ing to me. I will never forget that 
experience.”

Second place went to Lisa 
Mendez for her poem “Balloon” 
with a $35 prize and 3rd place 
went to Stephanie Cristell for her 
poem “Y Esque” with a $25 dollar 
prize.

The Poetry Night gives Cerri-
tos College students the chance to 
share their poetry to the public.

“I think it’s a great opportunity 
for students to be able to voice the 
ideas they have and their feelings. 
It allows them to really be creative 
and express themselves in differ-
ent languages,” Paula Pereira, li-
brarian and Library Club Adviser, 
said.

All the proceeds from the tick-
ets that the Library Club sold for 
the Poetry Night and all canned 
food donations will be going to 
the Cerritos College Health Cen-
ter food bank.

Librarian Monica Lopez said, 
“I think the Poetry Night turned 
out awesome because not only did 
we have people sharing and being 
part of the contest. I think it was 
the open mic had the most par-
ticipation.”

For the Poetry Night, students 
had around seven minutes to re-
cite their poems. The students 
who were reciting their poems  
were split into two acts, Act One 
and Act Two. 

 THE MAGIC CAVE OF 
SALAMANCA 

A woman’s attempted infidelity is 
complicated by the surprise visit of a 
wily student of magic.   HH HH

THE WIDOWED PIMP
A pimp mourns his dear departed 

prostitute.   H

THE MAN WHO PRETEND-
ED TO BE FROM BISCAY
Two tricksters aim to cheat 

a woman with a fake gold chain 
scam.   H

SIR VIGILANT
A lovesick soldier stands guard 

against all rivals at the home of his 
love.   HH

THE MARVELOUS
 PUPPET SHOW

Two con artists trick a 
group of villagers with an invis-
ible puppet show.    HH H

THE JEALOUS OLD MAN
A wife cuckolds her jealous 

spouse right under his nose.   
HH HH

Interludes: comedic plays 

Photos Courtesy of the Theatre Department
Fraud: Melissa Legaspi (Cristina) and Oralia Neria (Leon-
arda) with Devon Delamora (Pancracio) and Emmanuel 
Plascencia (student) in “The Magic Cave of Salamanca.”

Photos Courtesy of the Theatre Department
Prostitution: Bunmi Famuyiwa (Mostrenca) with Brian 
Mejia (Trampagos) and Jessica Delgadillo (Repulida) in the 
“Widowed Pimp.”

you will be lost.
As it went on with “Sir Vigi-

lant,” “The Marvelous Puppet 
Show,” and “The Jealous Old Man,” 
each play got funnier and a little 
more clear.

“The Jealous Old Man” ended 
the performance on a high note.

It was extremely funny and 
one of the easier ones to follow.

If all of the short plays were 
more like this one and 
“The Magic Cave of 
Salamanca” then the 
“Interludes” would 
have been a complete 
success.

Most of the scripts 
needed work but the 
acting was right on 
point.

Even during the 
most confusing short 

plays, the actors did a good job of 
portraying their characters.

Melissa Legaspi, who played 
Cristina in several of the short 
plays, stole the show.

Her acting was phenomenal.
Luckily for the Theatre Depart-

ment, the actors in the “Interludes” 
did such an excellent job that it 
was all very entertaining, even 
when you didn’t exactly under-
stand what was happening or why.

Luis Guzman/TM
For the love of poetry: Third place winner (left) Stephanie Cristell, 2nd place winner (middle) Lisa Mendez and 1st place 
winner (right) Arnaldo Mendoca holding their awards at the Poetry Night hosted by the Cerritos College Library Club.

Compiled from the Cerritos College Theatre website

Photos Courtesy 
of the Theatre 

Department

Acting out: 
Theater student 

Oralia Neria 
participating 
in the “Inter-

ludes.”
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Jaya goes from graphic designing to painting

Gym Class Heroes set to 
perform at Falcon Stadium

Rosaura Montes
Arts Editor

arts@talonmarks.com

Stepping with the motion for 
the love of Indian dancing, art and 
design major Jaya Hemnani has had 
the passion for the classical dancing 
since she was five years old.

With the difficulties of having, 
as she calls it, bad asthma, Hemnani 
was not able to continue dancing in 
high school but she didn’t stop ex-
pressing her love through her body, 
she continues to do it through her 
hands.Hemnani showcases her pas-
sion through a series of dance paint-
ings she is currently working on.

Having Hemnani in her art 
class for the first time this semester, 
art professor Rebecca Guzak was 
stunned when she first saw Hem-
nani’s work. “At first I didn’t realize 
how much talent she had,” Guzak 
said. After seeing more of Hem-
nani’s work, Guzak noticed that she 
had a lot of talent. 

Guzak talks about the detail 
Hemnani adds to her paintings. 
“You don’t see that kind of quality 
you see everyday.”

She adds that Hemnani’s art is 
ready to be displayed at art galleries. 

Her plans with the 10 to 15 
dance series paintings is to have 
them displayed at any art galleries 
she can get on; Guzak is helping 
Hemnani to find art galleries that 

will display her art.
The reason behind it is for her 

art to be exposed to the world.
“Dance has a lot of expression. 

You don’t need to know what kind 
of dancing it is; just looking at the 
expression on it will tell you what 
it’s all about,” Hemnani said.

The first painting she started 
with is from an ancient Southern 
dance from India called Kathakali. 

This was a very sacred dance, 
doing dance for the gods and god-
desses, and men used to do the 
dances,” Hemnani explained. 

She hopes there is enough time 
for her to finish her series paintings; 
there is a lot of excitement from her 
about it.

Before taking the class with Gu-
zak, Hemnani has taken other art 
classes.Hemnani focuses on work-
ing with oil paintings.

Her freedom for art has con-
tinued on with working in Guzak’s 
class and doing what she wants to 
do when it comes to painting.

 “Every artists’ dream is to get a 
fantastic job...and that obviously is 
my goal,” Hemnani said.

The first art piece that Hemnani 
painted was an Indian styled wom-
an in 1999 and gave it to her hus-
band after she finished it. Before the 
painting she is doing today, that was 
the last time she painted.

“I didn’t paint at all after that,” 
Hemnani said. 

She likes to challenge herself by 
painting things that seemed difficult 
for her, such as hair, and gives it a 
try to see if she can finish her work.

One of the biggest paintings she 
has done is five feet and three inches 
tall.

“It has shattered glass, Shoots-
and-Ladders, it’s life as a game,” 
Hemnani said.

Starting her education in India, 
Hemnani mentioned that painting 
here in the United States is different. 
“Here (United States) is so detailed 
ordinated and you let loose (in art). 
In India it was so uptight.” 

Before she came to Cerritos 
College, she started working as a 
graphic designer and has worked 
her way up. Since her career back-
ground starts with graphic design, 
she has had experience working for 
big companies and as head of de-
partments.

Some of her works that she has 
done have been featured on adver-
tisement, modeling animation and 
post-production for films.  Her 
work with animation started when 
it was new in India. After that, she 
went into postproduction for films. 

She worked in French and 
Swedish films, and did a lot of char-
acter animation. The animation 
and post-production was done for 
CMM Studios in Mumbai, India for 
four years.

After working for CMM Stu-
dios, Hemnani continued her 

work for post-production in In-
dia with Sony Entertainment 
Television Studios.

“I was in the art department,” 
Hemnani said. The post-produc-
tion she was doing was for soap 
operas, for print and television.

Her big break in her career 
was when she worked with an In-
ternet company as an employee 
for Tata Consultancy Services. 
She got more international work 
through that company.

“This is Asia’s largest informa-
tion technology company,” Hem-
nani said.

With being tired from all the 
constant work she was doing, 
Hemnani took a break from her 
work. She got married and had 
children. While she was taking 
time off from having her sec-
ond child, Hemnani wanted to 
continue working. She did so by 
painting, and continued to do it 
continuously.

Hemnani also has her own free-
lancing company that she is work-
ing on with many clients since 2002 
in web design and graphic design.

She recently landed a job in 
Cerritos for Sybron Dental as its 
creative designer for its medical 
field and dental supply. 

For them she does ads, kiosks 
and banners.

Hemnani describes herself to 
be a “workaholic.”

Dafne Bravo
Staff writer

dafne.bravo@talonmarks.com

The brand Tostitos is presenting 
a free event this Thursday at Falcon 
Stadium. Gym Class Heroes, a mu-
sic group that formed in New York, 
will be performing at this event ben-
efiting and in honor of local veter-
ans.

According to lastfm.com, GCH 
formed in 1997 and it begun play-
ing at parties, and then moved up to 
festivals such as the Van’s Warped 
Tour and slowly moved their way up 
to fame. GCH consists of four mem-
bers, Eric Roberts as bassist, Travis 
McCoy lead singer, Matt McGinley 
on the drums and Disashi Lumum-
ba-Kasongo guitarist.

In 2006, the band’s single “Cu-
pid’s Chokehold” reached some of 
the top spots on the Billboard Hot 
100. Travis McCoy, lead singer is no 
stranger to helping others. As of last 
year he was on a humanitarian trip 

across the world to spread aware-
ness on HIV and AIDS.

For the Tostitos event, Tostitos 
will be donating $1 to the Cerritos 
College Veteran Scholarship Fund 
for every ticket redeemed. Undecid-
ed major Natalie Perez commented, 
“I think it’s a nice gesture that Tosti-
tos and Gym Class Heroes are col-
laborating to help our community.

“Not many celebrities nowadays 
care so much to help others,” she 
added.

Both the ASCC office and the 
Game Room are locations where 
students and the public are able to 
obtain tickets.Judicial Affairs clerk 
Niki Jones said, “Anyone can get 
their tickets just by showing their 
identification such as student card 
or even drivers license.”

Local radio stations such as 
102.7 KIIS FM are providing tickets 
and spreading the word of the event. 
The gates will open at 5 p.m. and the 
event will begin at 6:30 p.m.              Rosaura Montes/TM

Details: Art and design major Jaya Hemnani holding two of her paintings. Both of them were painted in art professor Rebecca Guzak’s painting class.

Dafne bravo
Staff writer

dafne.bravo@talonmarks.com

Rosaura Montes/TM
Live concert: Posters around campus promoting the free Gym Class Heroes 
concert.



A look back at Arts this semester

One-man play on Thomas Paine 
               Sarah Niemann

Managing Editor
managing@talonmarks.com

Ian Ruskin came to the packed out Cerritos College Tele-
conference Center to perform his one man play titled “To 

Begin the World Over Again: The Life of Thomas Paine.”
The play took him one year to complete and had the help of 

five researchers to make sure he got all of the facts right. 
It lasted about an hour and went over the highs and lows of 

Thomas Paine’s life.
Ruskin felt this play was important to perform because not many 

people actually knew what Paine actually stood for. 
“I really liked what he said. He was a man with highs and lows in 

his life and as a writer you have to have those. And I really think he 
is one of the most misunderstood men in American history,” Ruskin 

said about Paine.
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Top 3 movies of the fall semester

Original publication date September-December

Fall art gallery at Cerritos College
Abraham Venegas
Associate Online Editor

abraham.venegas@talonmarks.com

Since September, art work has been showcased from 
students and outside artists in the Cerritos College Art Gal-
lery. 

On Sept. 10, the Cerritos College Art Gallery hosted an 
event called “Architectual Deinforcement” which contained 
different art mediums based on the theme of disaster. 

Artist Adam Davis debuted his work titled “Beyond the 
Tangible Universe as You Understand it.” His work consists 
of a four channel video installation of images that are digi-
tally manipulated transmission wires and power lines that 
he gathered while he was in Jordan. 

The video also contained audio of 13 different languages 
from interviews done in Spain and the United States.

The artists created thought-provoking poetic frame-
work associated with social and environmental disaster.

Nov. 5, Cerritos College Art Gallery presented “After 
Image: The Photographic Process(ed).”

The exhibition featured 13 local, national and interna-
tional artists working to manipulate the physical process of 
photographs.

There were many techniques that the artists used on 
their photographs, such as, bleaching, sewing, cutting, pok-
ing, folding and soaking in water.

The photographs required you to see the photo again 
and again to really appreciate the creativity of the manipu-
lation.

3. Life of Pi
Abraham Venegas
Associate Online Editor

abraham.venegas@talonmarks.com

“Life of Pi” is a great movie that you would watch again and 
again in an era of which most movies are either a sequel or 
remake. The movie tells a compelling coming of age story of 
Piscine Molitor Patel or “Pi” who is in a life boat stranded in the 
ocean with a Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. The visuals 
really compliment the movie and gives it an overall a better 
experience for the audience.
“Life of Pi” has a dark theme to it which is different from the 
trailer that may give the impression that Pi and the tiger end up 
as friends. The relationship between Pi and the tiger is one of a 
nemesis, which is different from most cheesy PG movies.

2. Breaking Dawn pt.2

1. Lincoln

Sarah Niemann
Managing Editor

managing@talonmarks.com

A feeling of utter shock swept through the audience 
as Twilight fans had their fantasy universe turned up-
side down. Director Bill Condon made sure Twilight 
went out with a bang in its last installment, “The Twi-
light Saga: Breaking Dawn - Part 2” and it was great.

While this movie starts out following the book as 
closely as the other movies in the Twilight Saga did, it 
takes a sharp turn away from the story line that twi-
hards are not expecting.

Alexandra Scoville
Social Media Editor

Social@talonmarks.com

“Lincoln” transported audiences back to the 
time of the Civil War, when Abraham Lincoln was 
in office and gave movie goers a unique experience 
that should be treasured.

It isn’t what happens that makes this movie 
great, it is how it is portrayed.

Although the terms used in the movie are from 
the Civil War time and are a bit hard to understand 
for the younger generation, it is still worth watch-
ing. It’s almost as if the audiences forget that the 
movie was made in 2012. It was amazing to see the 
processes made in order to pass the 13th amend-
ment that abolished slavery. Even though the audi-
ences are sure about the ending it doesn’t stop the 
movie from being engaging and very captivating. 

                                                                                                                                                        Robert Beaver/TM
Impressed: Undecided major Hanson Ruff examines some of the artwork featured at the gallery. 
Ruff said he came for the food but the artwork impressed him. 

Rosaura Montes/TM
Beginning: Trained actor from London, Ian Ruskin, performing his one-man play “To Begin the World Over Again: The Life of Thomas 
Paine.” Ruskin performed at the Teleconference Center on Oct. 10.
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A look at Falcon superstitions
There are many 
ways to gain luck for 
Falcons athletes at 
Cerritos College

Lauren Gandara
News Editor

news@talonmarks.com

Whether it’s putting on one sock 
before the other, having a special 
playlist they listen to or wearing a 
lucky shirt, some Cerritos College 
athletes believe in doing these ritu-
als for good luck in order to per-
form at their highest capabilities.

Tyree Cox, a 184-pounder of the 
wrestling team, said that for good 
luck he wears a purple shirt with 

a bible verse that one of his high 
school coaches gave him. He also 
listens to specific songs in a certain 
type of order.

He said, “Every time I’ve done 
it I’ve made it to the finals whether 
we’ve won or lost. I think it works.”

Cox said the reason he started 
listening to music is because he no-
ticed it relaxes him.

“In high school I realized I 
would always warm up a lot better 
in the wrestling room or I wrestled 
a lot harder when we had music on 
during practice.”

Cox said that without music he 
starts over-thinking his matches. So 
for him, music is a big key in staying 
focused.

Cox’s coach told him that the 
given t-shirt might bring good luck. 

Ever since then Cox started to 

wear the shirt, and made it a part of 
his good luck routine.

125-pounder Gabe Ballesteros 
said he believes in superstition and 
has a pair of good luck underwear 
and socks that he wears to all of his 
meets.

He notices that when he doesn’t 
wear them, he doesn’t perform as 
well and might lose a close match 
because he didn’t wear his good luck 
charms.

Ballesteros went into detail and 
said, “I’ve been doing this since 
high school. Ever since our coach 
gave us these special socks that had 
our high school logo on them, I’d 
always wear them to all of my meets 
and I felt like I’d do better.”

Runningback Donald Livings-
ton of the football team said that 
before his football games, he puts 

on a superhero shirt, preferably Su-
perman, and eats a king size bag of 
Skittles.

“When I was a kid, before one of 
my games, I would eat, and my sis-
ter bought be a bag of Skittles and I 
played one of my best games.” 

“The very next week I forgot my 
shirt and she bought me a superhe-
ro shirt and a bag of Skittles and I 
played an even better game so I kept 
doing it since then.”

He said he’s been doing this 
routine for 13 years and feels that it 
works perfectly and doesn’t feel the 
need to change his routine in order 
to perform his best.

He noticed how the routine 
proved to be good luck when one 
time he forgot to wear his Super-
man shirt and he played poorly and 
was injured.

Jonathan Garza
Sports Editor

sports@talonmarks.com

Whether it be professional 
sports or bush league play with 
toddlers, superstitions remain the 
same among athletes large or small. 

Here is a look at the top five su-
perstitions across sports:

5. Silent treatment
Anytime a game is on the line in 

any sport, intensity rises, but chat-
ter falls. 

But it’s not that a player is to be 
avoided by any means. He is sim-
ply being encouraged to succeed at 
all costs, and the silence used as a 
means to not jinx the said player. 

4. Special GarmentS
There is nothing bigger for an 

athlete during any contest than for 
he to possess confidence in his abil-
ity. 

Basketball superstar Michael 
Jordan always wore his University 
of North Carolina shorts under his 
professional basketball gear, a tac-
tic that he believed helped him to 
become one of the NBA’s greatest 
players ever. 

3. conSiStency
In sports, a strong mentality 

goes a long way. There is nothing 
better to solidify that than the be-
lief that one is reminiscing a prior 
experience. 

By wearing the same hat 
throughout the season, for-
mer Los Angeles Dodg-
ers closer Eric Gagne 
saved 55 games and 
posted a career-best 1.20 
ERA in 77 games. Gagne 
thanked the same dirty 
hat for the luck. 

2. lucky numberS
Have you ever heard of 

the saying: “Lucky No. 7”, or 
“Unlucky No. 13”? It goes a 
long way in sports. 

Former Miami Dolphins 
quarterback Dan Marino was 
considered to be one of the 
greatest players in NFL history. 

He donned no. 13 and despite 
his talents, never won a 

Super Bowl ring. 
1. repetition of HabitS

Practice makes 
perfect, and the way 
one practices is often 
reflected upon his play 

on the field. 
Soccer superstar Da-

vid Beckham insists on 
practicing free kicks for 

hours before leaving the 
soccer field, which has 
helped him to become 
one of the world’s best 
players. 

The top five sports superstitions

Michael Ares
Photo Editor

photo@talonmarks.com

Despite a 25-point effort by Cer-
ritos College Falcons guard Marissa 
Rendon, the women’s basketball 
team fell under .500 on Friday with 
a loss to Mt. SAC, 67-60.

The Falcons (4-5) started the 
game slow against the top-ranked 
team in the state from the Mount 
San Antonio College (11-0), falling 
behind 11-1 in the first three and a 
half minutes of the game.

Falcons’ Head Coach Karen 
Welliver said, “We just were not hit-
ting the shots that we needed. It was 
nothing defensively.”

Mt. SAC never gave up the lead 
as the Falcons faced a 14 point defi-
cit in the first half. 

The Falcons kept pushing offen-
sively and momentum finally came 
in favor of the Falcons when Angela 
Pena stole the ball from Mt. SAC.

The Falcons finished the half on 
a 8-0 run with Rendon’s jump shot 
at 4 seconds bringing the score to 
27-23.

With 4:29 left on the clock, An-
gela Pena’s jump shot helped the 
Falcons bridge the gap to 52-48. 

However that would be the clos-
est that the Falcons would ever get 
to overcoming the Mounties down 
the stretch as the Mounties hit their 
free throws to put the game away 
for good.

Mt. SAC had a huge perfor-
mance from  guard Ashley Carter 
who came off the bench to lead Mt. 
SAC in scoring with 19 points.

Welliver said, “We held their 
(Mounties) leading scorer down to 
six points, but then this kid (Cart-

er) came off the bench and got 19 
points off of us and that didn’t help 
at all.”

Rebounding was an issue for 
Cerritos College as Mt. SAC out-
rebounded the Falcons, 44-27.

Associate Head Coach Tricia 
Raniewicz said, “We need to work 
a lot more on rebounding. We 
gave up on some rebounds that we 
shouldn’t have. We just need to get 
tougher in the paint.”

Raniewicz added, “They (the 
Mounties) did have a little bit of size 
against us, and I think that because 
we were the smaller team that we 
needed to use our speed and quick-
ness and really start being more 
physical. It’s a fixable problem.”

The Falcons played without 
starting forward Deenesha Bee, 
who sat out with an injury.

The Falcons’ next game is against 
Long Beach City College on Friday 
at Irvine Valley College at 6 pm.
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Women’s basketball 
falls to Mounties
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Men’s basketball wins in OT thriller

“

M a r q u i s e      

Washington
”

Aisstant coach

When he 
passed me the 
ball my eyes got 
big.

Martin Calderon
Staff Writer

martin.calderon@talonamrks.com

The dynamic duo of power for-
ward Marquise Washington and 
guard Andrew Torres executed a 
specially designed play in the final 
seconds of the game to defeat the 
Glendale College Vaqueros 71-70 
in overtime, bringing the Cerritos 
College Falcons men’s basketball 
team to .500 after eight games.

The play was called by Falcons 
head coach Russ May in a huddle 
during a time out.

With eight seconds left in over-
time, Torres drove the ball toward 
the basket, then passed it to a dou-
ble-teamed Washington on a give-
and-go.

“When he passed me the ball my 
eyes got big.” Washington said.

“The two defenders were shorter 
than me so I could see right over 
them and Torres was wide open so I 
passed it right back.”

That is when Torres scored what 
ended up being the game-winning 
shot.

“I’m just glad we scored on our 

last possession.” May said.
Vaqueros wing, Mike Johnson, 

ultimately had the last opportunity 
to score, but could not convert the 
short jump shot into a game winner.

The Falcons got off to a slow 
start, missing their first eight shot 
attempts and did not 
score a field goal in nearly 
the first seven minutes of 
play.

There were several 
turnovers by both teams 
in the first half of the 
game with both of them 
possessing the ball for 
approximately the same 
amount of time.

The Falcons lead the Vaqueros 
31-30 at the end of the first half, 
making 37.9 percent of their field 
goals, a percentage nearly identical 
to that of the Vaqueros (38.2 per-
cent).

At halftime, assistant coach Rob 
Brooks said, “We played without 
fouling, we were able to keep them 
off the (free throw) line.”

The Vaqueros reached their big-
gest lead of the game in the second 
half with a nine point advantage, 

convincing coach May to call a time 
out with 5:08 left in regulation.

The Falcons came out of the 
break and scored six unanswered 
points to bring them within three 
points of the lead.

Shortly after, Falcons forward, 
Jon Benson made a game-
changing steal which set 
David Hall up to convert 
the game-tying point, 
sending the game into 
overtime.

After the game, an ex-
cited assistant coach, Jor-
dan Littlejohn mentioned 
what led up to the Falcons’ 
fourth straight win this 

season.
“They are finally beginning to 

grasp the concept of what coach 
May is teaching them, how to win, 
play defense and offense properly, 
as well as their team game.

“I think they’ve matured and 
maybe that 0-4 (season) start is 
what we needed so we could get to 
this point, where they can listen and 
learn.”

Freshman guard Kevin Con-
rad was the leading scorer with 20 

points for the Falcons and brought 
the crowd in the stands to their feet 
after slipping past one defender and 
dunking over another in the first 
half.

Washington finished with 17 
points and led the game in rebound-
ing with 10.

The College of the Sequoias 
Tournament will be the next task 
for the Falcons on Dec. 14-16.

Women’s water polo season recap
Raul Samaniego

Staff  Writer
raul.samaniego@talonmarks.com

The Cerritos College women’s water polo team won 
the South Coast Conference Championship putting to-
gether an impressive 28-5 record.

They lost to the eventual State Champions from 
Golden West College, 8-3 on Nov. 10 at the Southern 
California Regional playoffs held at Fullerton College.

One goal not met by head coach Sergio Macias was, 
“Not winning our last game,“ he said.

For his success as a coach, Macias was named South 
Coast Conference Coach of the Year.

This was the fourth time that Macias was recognized 
by his peers for his coaching efforts.

The honor for Macias wasn’t the lone accolade for 
the team. Seven players received All-South Coast Con-
ference recognition as well.

Topping the list was freshman Angelica Hernandez, 
a utility player that was named as South Coast Confer-
ence Player of the Year.

Hernandez scored 91 goals to lead the Falcons, while 
assisting on 14 plays and stealing the ball 44 times.

First Team Honors went to utility players Katherine 
Gabayeron and Jasmine Villalpando.

Gabayeron, a sophomore, scored 85 times and led 
the team with 16 assists and 61 steals.

Freshman Villalpando set a new Cerritos College as-
sist record with 66, overcoming the previous mark set in 
2009 by Sharon Pedregon who had 49.

Sophomore goalie Sharon Ku was named to the First 
Team All-SCC with 270 saves which eclipsed the previ-
ous record set by her last season.

Carla Harvey, a freshman lefty, contributed 43 goals, 
49 assists and 42 steals as she complimented the other 
members that also received First Team All-Conference 
Honors.

Making the All-South Coast Conference second 
team were sophomore utility player Yuridia Vela and 
sophomore attacker Diana Medina.

Going in: Guard Andrew Torres (far right)  gets into position for a possible shot attempt. Torres scored the game winning basket for Cerritos College in overtime after 
receiving a pass from forward Marquise Washington on a give-and-go. 

Warm up: Forward, Jon Benson, dunking during the pre-game warm-up. Benson 
made a critical steal that set Cerritos College up to tie the game and eventually win 
in OT.

Behind the line: Guard Jordan Reise attempting a 3 point shot.  The Cerritos 
College Falcons averaged 64.3 percent from the field, an average similar to the 
Glendale Vaqueros 65.2 percent.

Martin Calderon/TM

Martin Calderon/TM

Martin Calderon/TM
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Hannah Bradley/TM

Rundown: Coach Sergio Macias goes over a play with his team 
during a time out.

Hannah Bradley/TM

Attempt: No. 10 Katherine Gabayeron attempts a shot on 
goal. 

Raul Samaniego
Staff  Writer

raul.samaniego@talonmarks.com

The Falcon Volleyball team finished the season on a 
high note winning two of their last three games includ-
ing a 3-0 win against East Los Angeles College Nov. 7.

That game hopefully marked their final game to be 
played at Gahr High School.

“No Sophomore leaving this year has ever played a 
game in the Falcon Gymnasium,” said Head Volleyball 
Coach Teresa Velasquez.

The gym on the Cerritos College campus has been 
unavailable for over three years due to construction.

Practices were held at the former Excelsior High 
School boys gym and their rare home contests were 
played at Gahr in Cerritos.

Two bright spots for the players was the naming of 
Outside Hitter Latia Peters and Librero Ashley Castro 
to the All South Coast Conference team.

Peters was selected to represent the Falcons on the 
First Team while Castro was a highly rated second team 
selection.

At the conclusion of the season, Peters said she 
planned to “Rest and study hard.”

Coach Velasquez said that Peters improved steadily 
from the beginning of the season.

Her hitting prowess could be witnessed if you were 
in attendance at any of the Falcon’s games.

Castro contributed to the defensive play of the Fal-
cons in the back row with 194 digs and assisting on 16 
other plays, while contributing 27 service aces offen-
sively.

Women’s volleyball season recap

Raul Samaniego/TM
Skill: First Team All South Coast Conference selection Out-
side Hitter Latia Peters, shows her form against Grossmont 
College players.

Raul Samaniego/TM
Alertness: No. 11 Libero Ashley Castro prepares for another of 
her 194 digs.
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONS

Jonathan Garza/TM
Best in Show: The Cerritos College Falcons women’s soccer team triumphed over the Santiago Canyon College Hawks, 2-0 to take home the Falcons’ third state championship in six years. The team was then voted No. 1 in 
the nation by the NSCAA. Midfielder Lauren Nanez was named the tournament’s MVP. 

Jonathan Garza/TM
The Prize: The CCCAA state championship trophy is back at Cerritos 
College

Women’s soccer team wins State Championship
Cerritos College triumphed 

over Santiago Canyon      
College, 2-0 on Dec. 2

Raul Samaniego
Staff Writer

raul.samaniego@talonmarks.com

The Cerritos College Falcons 
Women’s Soccer team defeats the 
top ranked and unbeaten Santiago 
Canyon College Hawks, 2-0, to win 
the CCCAA State championship on 
a rainy Dec. 2.

At the end of the first half the 
score was knotted at 0-0 with both 
teams’ goalies thwarting several 
shots.

Each caretaker seemed to swat 
away or grab incoming shots at ev-
ery chance.

At the 70th minute of the sec-
ond half, Cerritos College defender 
Gaby Zamarripa sent a shot into the 
Hawk’s net, triggering cheers from 
the fans of the Falcons, as well as her 
teammates.

The maneuvers the Falcons play-

ers engaged in were the very same 
regiment that they partook in 
during Wednesday’s final reg-
ular season practice session 
at Falcon Field.

The drill placed 
the highest number 
of players in a posi-
tion in front of the 
opposing goal for 
an opportunity to 
score when a shot 
was sent near the 
goal.

That’s exactly 
what happened.

Zamarripa repeated 
the feat in the 86th 
minute with a shot 
reminiscent of a foot-
ball careening off a goal 
post for the insurance 
score.

She took the pass 
from Lauren Nanez 
and put it right where s h e 

had practiced repeat-
edly over the course of 
an entire season.

Perfect practice 
does make for per-

fect play.
It made over the 

head of Hawks goalie, 
Ashley Cooper where 
it took a great bounce 

off the upright goal and 
bounced in.

Nanez shared her jubila-
tion and feelings about the field, 

weather and game, “It was frus-
trating towards the end.

“I wish I was kid again to enjoy 
the slipping and sliding.”

Nanez also commented on the 
aggressive plays of the Hawks say-
ing, “That’s what they want from 
you, to fall down, but you just have 
to keep getting up.”

After the game, Falcons head 
coach Ruben Gonzalez said, “It 

was a long season.”

Gonzalez’s comments about 
the Hawks effort saying, ”You have 
to give them credit, they’re a great 
team. They hadn’t lost, we were able 
to beat them again in the champion-
ship.”

Gonzalez concluded saying, “My 
hat goes off to that team, it could 
have gone either way.”

At the awards ceremony, Nanez 
was named the state tournament’s 
Most Valuable Player.

Dr. Dan Smith, dean of athletics, 
said of the victory, ”Great season, 
and a lot of hard work.”

Smith also adds, “These girls 
from the very beginning worked 
their tails off during the summer, 
their conditioning is tough and it all 
leads to this.”

Santiago Canyon College (22-1-
1) finished the season with its lone 
loss to Cerritos College, while the 
Falcons (21-2-2) completed a great 
year and a trophy residing in their 
corner.
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Women’s soccer team honors

State Tournament MVP
Midfielder, Lauren Nanez

SCC Offensive Player of the Year
Midfielder, Lauren Nanez

All-SCC First Team
Midfielder, Chelsea Villegas

Defender, Alyssa Cabral
Defender, Jennifer Mejicanos

Forward, Jazmin Aguas

All-SCC Second Team
Defender, Karina Sandoval
Midfielder, Lyanna Farran
Forward, Claudia Lopez
Forward, Claudia Ibarra

All-SCC Honorable Mention
Midfielder, Cristal Yantuche

Road to the Championship
Top 32: W, Santa Barbara College, 

6-0
 Sweet 16: W, Cypress College, 2-0

Elite 8: W, Ventura College, 3-1
Final 4: W, Sierra College, 2-1
Championship: W, Santiago    

Canyon College, 2-0

National Champions
Overall Record:

21-2-2
Conference Record:

11-2-1

Path toward top not easy
Raul Samaniego

Staff Writer
raul.samaniego@talonmarks.com

The Cerritos College women’s 
soccer team sits atop the United 
States as its National Champion.

It settled the issue on the playing 
field against formerly top-ranked 
Santiago Canyon College at Mount 
San Antonio College’s soccer facility 
on Dec. 2.

The road to the championship 
began on Nov. 19, 2011.

That date marked the starting 
point for the sophomores on this 
year’s team, who were witnesses and 
participants to the upset of the year 
when they lost in the first round of 
last year’s state playoffs to 16th seed 
Orange Coast College, who with a 
1-0 victory eliminated them from 
the playoffs unexpectedly.

Reflecting on that loss to OCC 
a year ago, Gaby Zamarripa said, 
“To lose (last season) was a big 
disappointment.”“This year we told 
the freshmen and sophomores we 

have to bust our tails or else we’re 
going to be disappointed again,” Za-
marripa said.

Cerritos College began the 2012 
season with 10 straight road games, 
opening at traditional Northern 
California powerhouse, City Col-
lege of San Francisco, fighting to a 
2-2 tie.

Cerritos College head coach 
Ruben Gonzalez said, We had six 
preseason games where we played 
Friday though Sunday.

“Even though it was early in the 
season, we knew that playing (the) 
Sunday after playing Friday was 
tough,” Gonzalez said of the 9-0-1 
preseason success.

This conditioned mental tough-
ness may have been a factor for 
Cerritos College as it held off the 
Northern California No. 1 seed Si-
erra College 2-1, earning the right 
to play for the championship less 
than 48 hours later.

“We were ready, I think we were 
a little tired on Friday, but we got 
our second wind in the second half 

today and were able to take advan-
tage of our opportunities,” Gonzalez 
said.

The season was far from perfect.
Freshman Midfielder Jazmine 

Aguas was left behind before the 
Pasadena City College game where 
the Falcons surprisingly lost 4-2 to 
the host Lancers.

Aguas said, “I was working on a 
computer in the learning center and 
had lost track of time.”

Then, before the semifinal 
against Sierra College, forward, 
Leah Wilkins, said, “My uniform 
was left at Cerritos,” all due to a mix 
up and as a result Wilkins was un-
able to dress up or play in the game.

Midfielder Mary Michel, injured 
her knee in practice after the Santa 
Barbara College game and missed 
the remainder of the playoffs.

Through those seemingly incon-
venient occurrences, the Falcons 
found a way to prevail and came out 
on top.

Jonathan Garza/TM
Great Season: The Falcons women’s soccer team completed it’s season 21-2-2. Winning the State Champion-
ship and eventually becoming National Champions. 
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A season of streaks for football team
Martin Calderon

Staff Writer
martin.calderon@talonmarks.com

Head coach Frank Mazzotta led the Cerritos Col-
lege football team through the 2012 season to a .500 
record of 5-5 (3-3 in conference play). 

Although Cerritos College lost their season opener 
to Los Angeles Harbor College 35-20, they were quick 
to get back on track with a 46-30 win against Fullerton 
College the following week.

This was a re-occurring theme for the Falcons who 
went on to win just as many games as they lost.

Sophomore quarterback Morgan Fennell threw for 
1,786 yards this season, completing 58.5 percent of his 
passes.

At the receiving end of 35 of those passes was wide 
receiver Robert Abeyta, who led the team in receiving 
yardage with 679 yards.

On Sept. 29, the Cerritos College football team won 
it’s first conference game (2nd overall) against Pasadena 

City College in dominating fashion by a score of 65-14.
The Cerritos College football team managed to gain 

522 yards against Pasadena City College. 
This was the beginning of a three-game winning 

streak, which was followed by a 35-20 win against 
Palomar College, and then a 55-25 win of the home-
coming game against Allan Hancock College.

The season was eventually balanced out with a 
three-game losing streak immediately following the 
trifecta of wins.

Each of the last three losses of the season were 
within the conference and decided by one touchdown 
or less.

The Cerritos College football team managed to cap 
the season off with a 42-20 conference win against 
Moorpark College in the beginning of November.

For a complete list of player and game stats, visit 
www.cerritosfalcons.com.

Lauren Gandara
News Editor

news@talonmarks.com

As the season comes to end, 
with only the State Championships 
remaining, the Cerritos College 
wrestling team’s record since com-
peting at the East Los Angeles Quad 
on Nov. 17 is 230-240.

At the start of the season, the 
team won 3-1 at the Mt. San Anto-
nio Duals on Sept. 22. Cerritos Col-
lege started the Duals with a loss 
against Bakersfield College, 22-14.

However, the Falcons came back 
to win three consecutive matches 
against Mount San Antonio Col-
lege, 21-14, West Hills College, 30-
12, and Rio Hondo College, 35-3.

When competing in the next 
tournament, Cerritos College 
placed 2nd with 126 total team 
points at the West Hills Tourna-
ment on Sept. 29.

In the next two tournaments, 
the Falcons didn’t place as high, tak-
ing 6th and 7th place respectively.

The team took sixth with 58.5 
team points at the Santa Ana Tour-
nament on Oct. 6 and then took 
seventh with 58.5 points at the 
Modesto Tournament on Oct. 13.

In the Southern Regional Team 

Duals at Palomar College on Oct. 
20, Cerritos College won its first 
match against Cuesta College 27-6, 
followed by two losses against Palo-
mar 21-7, and Santa Ana College 
31-22.

Competing in two individual 
duals away, the Cerritos College 
team lost against Palomar College, 
26-16 on Oct. 24, and Santa Ana 
College, 23-8 on Nov. 1.

Next was a trip to Reno where 
the Falcons finished in 4th place at 
the Lassen Tournament in Reno, 
Nev. on Nov. 3.

After traveling to Nevada, Cer-
ritos had it’s first home meet.

In back-to-back home meets, 
the Falcons went 1-1. Against Rio 
Hondo College on Nov. 8, Cerritos 
College was victorious, 32-10. 

After the win against Rio Hondo 
College, Cerritos College came out 
fighting against Mt. SAC on Nov. 
15, but was defeated by the Mount-
ies, 25-12.

Finishing it’s dual meets for the 
season, Cerritos College competed 
in the East Los Angeles Quad, tak-
ing 2nd at East Los Angeles College 
on Nov. 17.

Wrestling adversity

Abraham Venegas
Associate online Editor

abraham.venegas@talonmarks.com

The Cerritos College men’s soc-
cer team had another solid season, 
finishing second in the South Coast 
Conference with a record of 9-4-1.

The Falcons received a first 
round bye because of their confer-
ence standing, and proceeded to 
defeat Santa Ana College, 4-0 in the 
second round.

In the third round, Cerritos 
College lost to rivals, Mount San 
Antonio College in overtime 2-0, 
ending it’s hopes of once again be-
ing state champs.

Midfielder Daniel Garcia said, 
“Mt. SAC was going to come out to 
defend their title so it was a fifty-fif-
ty chance to either advance or stay 
into the third round.”

The Falcons started the season 
by collecting four wins in their first 
five games in the conference, start-
ing off strong.

After that, came a four-game 
winless streak, with the team suf-
fering three defeats in the row. 

The Falcons did finish the sea-
son strong though, winning its last 
five games in the conference, scor-
ing 16 goals and conceding just two 
goals. 

Garcia continued, “We picked 
ourselves up and came together as a 
team and built a stronger relation-
ship with each other.”

Looking forward to next sea-
son, midfielder Oscar Enriquez 
said about a goal for next season,

“The freshman, now sopho-
mores (will look) to take leadership 
from the first game and keep the 
freshmen in their right (state of) 
mentality.”

Men’s    
soccer        
team 
comes up 
just short

Carlos Mariscal
Associate Opinion Editor

carlos.mariscal@talonmarks.com

The Cerritos College men’s wa-
ter polo team had one of the most 
successful seasons in its history, 
finishing with a record of 28-11, 
and placing 1st in the South Coast 
Conference Championship, 2nd in 
Southern California, and 3rd in the 
state.

The team had to settle for third 
place after coming up short against 
Diablo Valley College in the semifi-
nals of the state championship, los-
ing 18-8.

It was the first time since 2005 
that Cerritos College had reached 
the state championship.

The Falcons captured their first 
SCC title since 2004 when it de-
feated Long Beach City College on 
Nov. 8.

While the Falcons fell short of 
the state championship, head coach 
Joe Abing feels that the season was 
a successful one. 

“I feel great about our season. It 
was one of the most successful sea-
sons we have had in the program’s 
history,” Abing said.

He added, “This team worked 
very hard. They earned all of their 

success with a major time commit-
ment to getting better. I am satis-
fied with the outcome. I feel every-
one gave their best effort.” 

Although Abing feels that it was 
a successful season, freshman and 
two-meter defender Kevin Cordo-
va admits that teamwork might’ve 
been an issue early on.

“We needed to start working to-
gether against stronger opponents 
and after that we became better,” 
Cordova continued.

With all the accomplishments 
this season, Cordova still feels they 
should have finished a bit stronger 
than expectations.

“I think we could have won state 
(championship) but things started 
to fall apart in that semifinal game, 
which resulted in our third place at 
state,” he added.

Coach Abing does note that 
eight members of the team will be 
graduating, which could change 
things for next fall.

“Every year is different because 
you have new players.  Once we 
know who our team will be, we will 
determine what changes we would 
need to make.”

Men’s water polo finishes 
successful year strong

Robert Beaver
Staff Writer

robert.beaver@talonmarks.com

For the Cerritos College men’s and women’s 
cross country teams, the 2012 season was the 
time they almost won the State Championship.

Cerritos had it all; talent, training and a con-
sistent season to back up its contention for the 
state title.

Munir Kahssay, and Karina Sanchez led the 
men’s and women’s teams respectively, to 12 po-
dium finishes out of their combined 18 races 
throughout the season.

Kahssay, who was raised in Ethiopia, had won 
four races, one of which led the mens team to its 
first South Coast Conference Championship win.

Sanchez also won a race, which helped lead 
the women’s team to its fourth conference title.

On top of that, the men’s and women’s teams 
were able to win meets when their best runners 
weren’t competing. 

For a moment, it looked like the Falcons 
were one of the teams to beat going into the State 
Championship in Fresno, Calif. in November.

On a wet race day, Kahssay and Brandon 

Taylor led the competition while teammate 
DeShaunte Lewis followed behind with 
about one mile left to go.

The state title was in Cerritos’ grasp un-
til an American River College athlete un-
leashed a kick in the final half-mile that was 
too fast for Cerritos runners.

Taylor and Kahssay fell to 11th and 
13th places respectively, while an exhaust-
ed Lewis crawled across the finish line in 
102nd place.

In the women’s race, Cerritos College 
struggled to finish within the top 30 posi-
tions. Sanchez took the team’s top spot at 
32nd place. 

The men’s and women’s teams finished 
6th at the state competition. American Riv-
er and Orange Coast College won the men’s 
and women’s state titles respectively.

“Toward the end we had a spell of bad 
luck but overall it was a pretty good season,” 
assistant coach Daniel Ozan said. 

“Both teams had a good shot (at the state 
title) or at least the top three. It wasn’t our 
time. It’s an experience that we will learn 
and grow from,” Ozan said. 

Despite the unexpected finish at state, 
the cross country team made notable ac-
complishments during the season and are 
eager for what the future holds.

The men’s team bested the state champs 
American River College at the Lou Vasquez 
Invitational in San Francisco earlier in the 
season. 

Ozan added that all team members im-
proved their personal records over the 
course of the season. 

Kahssay became the second Cerritos 
College athlete to ever finish a four-mile 
race in under 20 minutes.

Sanchez set a personal record in cross 
country by finishing a 5K race in under 19 
minutes.

The runners will get another shot at suc-
cess in the Spring for track season.

“Everyone is motivated for track,” San-
chez said. “Even though we didn’t win this 
year, we will be a smarter team going into 
next season.”

Men’s and women’s cross country season Mobile
    News

Scan to view Cerritos 
College athletics stats and 

schedules

www.cerritosfalcons.com

Cross Country: Jesus Morales runs down the finishing chute during the overflow race at the Orange Coast So Cal Preview Meet in Costa Mesa on Sept. 15. Morales, a 
mechanical engineering major, finished the race in 23 minutes, 10 seconds. The Cerritos men finished 2nd in the team competition while the women finished 4th.

Robert Beaver/TM

Jonathan Garza/TM
Fans begin filling the bleachers just before Cerritos College’s homecoming game against Allan Hancock College on Oct. 13. The 
Falcons defeated the Bulldogs in a dominating fashion 55-25. 


