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Get ready to go
on a ‘Ride Along’
Grester Celis-Acosta
Associate Opinon Editor
grester.acosta@talonmarks.com

Last year Kevin Hart released
his stand-up comedy movie “Let
Me Explain.” This year he stars in
the movie “Ride Along” with actor Ice Cube.
“Ride Along” is about a guy
named Ben Barber who is played
by Hart; he tries to get the blessing to marry James Payton’s sister
played by Tika Sumpter. Payton is
played by Ice Cube and the only
way that Payton will give Barber
his blessing is if he can prove
himself as a proper candidate for
Payton’s sister.
Barber is on his way to attend
a police academy, while Payton is
a seasoned police officer. Since,
Payton is a police officer, he decides to take Barber on a ride
along, so that Barber can prove
that he can protect Payton’s sister; hence forth the movie title.
Angela, Patyon’s sister became
an important character toward
the end of the movie.
The storyline of “Ride Along”
is a little more complex than what,
it seems, it has a small plot twist
as well as an emotional pull. 		
An underlining plot is about Payton trying to catch a notorious
gun dealer who goes by the name
Omar, played by actor Laurence
Fishburne.
A highlight of the movie, was
that it ridiculed scenes that are
seen in action films, similar to
what is shown in older action
comedies like “Rush Hour” and
“The Other Guys.”
The star and the highlight of
this movie is Hart.
He surley delievers in this
movie because of his facetious
and crazy antics that is shown in
every scene that he is in.
All his different lines, always
trying to act all tough, and his
Napoleon complex steals the

show.
If you are a Hart fan, you will
love this movie.
There are a lot of humorous
parts within the film, but all of
the comedy has Hart involved,
with the exception of a couple of
funny one-liners by Ice Cube
Its not a bad thing, but if the
writers would have spent a little
more time developing the story;
then, maybe it would have been a
better movie.
A theme that was represented
throughout the film, is the video
game medium. It was funny to see
how Barber uses the stereotypic
gamer mindset and language
within the movie.
It is great to see an entertainment medium such as films trying to represent the video game
industry, despite the fact it isn’t
a positive depiction of a gamer.
It still made for some hysterical
moments, whenever the stereotype was present.
Overall “Ride Along” is a good
movie, but not the best movie.
The only good thing it has going
is Hart. He does have many funny
lines, crazy exaggerations and his
humorous high pitch voice, but
other than that there’s nothing
else that grabs the viewers attention.
“Ride Along” is recommend
to anyone who likes Hart or simply just wants to have a good time
watching a mediocore comedy
movie.
Otherwise, just wait for the
DVD or Blu-Ray release or when
it gets streamed on Netflix.

Movie Review
“Ride Along”
Starring: Kevin Hart
Director: Tim Story
Rating: HHH
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Rehersal Time: Ivan Oyarzabal reads his lines for his leading role in the upcoming Cerritos College play, “Rebel Without a Cause.” The play is set to debut on Feb. 28.

He’s more than just an act
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Going from rock bottom to being part of
your own film company can seem like a storyline for a movie but theater major Ivan Oyarzabal has made that story into reality.
“I dropped out of high school and I didn’t
finish high school,” he said.“I moved out at 17. I
used to run with the wrong crowds and (I was)
on a bad track to nowhere. I was either going to
end up dead or in jail.”
That all changed when Oyarzabal took a
fundamentals of acting class to fill out a general
education requirement.
“I remember the professor telling me that
acting is all about trust and confining in another person. Being a great actor and being a great
human is synonymous. It’s one in the same,” he
said.
Oyarzabal was able to get straight A’s during the fall 2013 semester for the first time in
his life and feels that he would have never been
able to do it, if he never discovered theater.
Fast forward to this semester and he has
been casted for his first dramatic lead role in
a full length production as Jim Stark in “Rebel
Without a Cause.”
“It tests me as an actor, because I like to embody the character that the author had in mind.
It’s a challenge and it’s something that I have
been waiting for, for quite a while now,” he said.
Although Oyarzabal has done many productions that involve comedy, such as performing with Cerritos College’s Generic Improvi-

sational Peep Show, he feels as if he can invest
more of himself in dramatic productions.
“The day I got the role I went and bought
the script, researched the era, I started buying
clothes to represent the character, started walking a different way and finding keywords that
the character likes to use,” he said.
Lead actress and child development major,
Tiffany Mata is performing in her first production at Cerritos College and sees how important the theater is to Oyarzabal.
“This was just something that I was doing
for fun, but this is what he is passionate about,”
she said. “He takes it very seriously and I admire how passionate he is about it.”
Mata also appreciated the experience that
Oyarzabal has, because she feels that he has
helped her during rehearsals when it comes
to relaxing and focusing on what needs to get
done.
Theater professor Forrest Hartl has directed
many productions and has seen first hand how
Oyarzabal has progressed since the first time he
worked with him.
“Since I have seen him in his first dramatic
one act, he has proven himself as an improvisor,
a writer and also an organizer for things to get
done,” he said. “I know he is working off campus with film which takes organization, responsibility and all these other abilities that require
a responsible person.”
The off campus activity that Hartl referenced is “Humble Film Productions,” which is
Oyarzabal’s film company that he is the project
manager for. He is in charge of the communication between the director, photography, the

president of the film company and the director.
On top of all of these responsibilities, he has
a maintenance job on the side and credits his
phone for being able to balance his life.
“I put everything on my phone and I micromanage. I have to do that, because then I feel
anxious and I feel like everything is taking control of me,” he said. “I schedule my meals, my
exercise, my work time and every part of my
life.”
Oyarzabal and his team made the film ‘“Last
List.”
“We are going to be sending ‘Last List’ into
Sundance,” he said.“That’s one festival that
we really want to be at, because it’s really renowned.”
While getting to Sundance is the main focus
at the moment, Hartl knows that there are many
struggles that “Humble Film Productions” are
going to have to go through to get there.
“I think perseverance is one of the biggest
struggles as well, because you are going to face
a lot of competition and a lot of obstacles to get
your film to be seen by a big audience,” he said.
However, Oyarzabal doesn’t see other films
as something to worry about, but as a tool for
him to keep moving forward.
“There is always going to be competition,
but I am not discouraged when movies come
out,” he said. “I’m inspired when I go to the cinema and walk out that I know I’m doing what
I want to do.”
Oyarzabal has to balance all of this and
make sure that he is prepared for the opening
night for the “Rebel Without a Cause” production that opens at the Burnight Theatre Feb. 28.

Students snub and praise Grammy’s
Carlos Holguin

Associate Arts Editor
carlos.holguin@talonmarks.com

UPCOMING MOVIES
Friday Jan. 31

Friday Feb. 7

“That Awkward Moment”

“Vampire Academy”

“Labor Day “

“The LEGO Movie “

“At Middleton”

“The Monuments Men”

“Brightest Star”

“Welcome to the Jungle”

“Best Night Ever”

“Nurse 3D”

Theatre Department

The Boys From Syracuse
Theatre Auditions

Feb. 18 at 7 p.m. and Feb. 19 at 7
p.m. Call backs: Feb. 19 at 7:30
p.m. In BC-17
At the Burnight Center Theatre

www.cerritos.edu/theatre

The decisions at this years Grammy’s, snubs some older artists while
trying to be nostalgic.
Full of upsets and surprises, the 56th annual Grammy awards left some
viewers, like biology major Jose Garcia, with a bad taste in their mouth.
“Daft Punk should not have won album of the year,” said Garcia. “They
just didn’t have a bigger year then they have had before.”
In addition to winning Album Of The Year, Daft Punk went on to win
Record Of The Year, Best Pop Duo/Group Performance, Best Dance/Electronica Album, and Best Engineered Album. The duo then got the crowd
up and dancing with a live performance of their hit, “Get Lucky”.
This marked the duo’s first live performance in six years.
The performances themselves were following a repetitive formula of
solos turning into collaborations.
“I thought Beyonce’s performance with Jay-Z was great. I really liked
her dancing,” said nursing major Claudia Rayo.
While Beyonce’s opening performance did start the night off right, she
Music Department

Theatre Department

walked away empty handed in the end of the night losing the Best Rap/
Sung Collaboration to her husband Jay-Z and Justin Timberlake’s “Holy
Grail”.
Between the performances, host LL Cool Jay reminded the audience
of important musical anniversaries including the 30th anniversary of Def
Jam records and the upcoming 50th anniversary of The Beatles first performance in America on “The Ed Sullivan Show.”
The theme of old meeting new seemed to be carried along the whole
show. Previous Grammy winning artists who performed with musicians of
another generation were the real focus of the show.
Metallica showed this by joining with pianist Lang Lang to perform
‘One,’ while Dave Groh of the Foo Fighters sang with Paul McCartney.
“Metallica with Lang Lang really surprised me. They could still pull it
off after all these years” said Jose Escamilla, an engineering major, who is
a Metallica fan.
A full list of winners and nominees from this years Grammy’s can be
found at http://www.grammy.com/nominees
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Do You Hear What I Hear?
Music Concert

Rebel Without A Cause
Dram

Chef Ray L. Duey Cec

Spring Faculty Gala

Feb. 21 at 11 a.m. in the Burnight Building
Room BC-51
Free Admission
A piano/lecture concert series

Feb. 28 March 1, 6, 7, 8 at 8
p.m. and March 9 at 2 p.m.
Dramatized by James Fuller
Buy tickets online

Feb. 28
9 a.m.-noon
Student Center
Chef Rey Duey

March. 2
2 p.m. Burnight Center Theatre

www.cerritos.edu/music

www.cerritos.edu/theatre

www.chefreyduey.com

www.cerritos.edu/music

Buy tickets online

