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Woolen follows her passion
Amairani Mendez
Arts Editor
arts@talonmarks.com

“Baby it’s up to you, will
you love me forever? Or is
there someone new? so many
years, and so many tears, my
friends think I’m crazy for, but
I still have faith in you. I’m
still holding on baby you done
me wrong.” These are lyrics to
the single “Up to you” by Coco
Danja, that can be found on
iTunes.
Fifty people purchased her
song on iTunes and she has received 500 views on YouTube.
Melinda Woolen, who performs under the name Coco
Danja, attends Cerritos College
and is majoring in child development and minoring in music.
She has performed at places
such as the House of Blues and
the Key Club and has released
her first CD, “Ratchet 101” in
September of 2012 in which she
wrote her own lyrics.

“My mom plays the flute,
she’s always been in a band
but singing is something I always wanted to do on my own,”
Woolen said.
She has been inspired by her
mom and decided to take the
music industry to a different
level. A level in which her voice
will be heard by the public.
Woolen comes from a big
family of five, being the middle
child. She says she is the one
that’s been more focused on
music and has passion for it
while both her brother and sister rap.
She has been the one who
has more passion for the music
industry.
Woolen has been singing
professionally for three years
and has sang in a church choir.
Choir taught her to sing, and
how to arrange her voice.
Although it was a church
choir, the skills she learned
were helpful for her future.
“She is very dedicated with
her music and all her projects.

She is doing a t-shirt line for
plus size women,” Kevin Owens, a fellow artist said.
Owens helps Woolen with
shows and together they have
done a mix tape that will be relased on May 3.
“She has been quite successful,” Brandy Jones, Woolen’s
cousin, said.
Her music is also now being
sold on iTunes, and is available
to listen to through Google,
Amazon and iHeart Radio.

Scan to listen to “Up
to you”

http://bit.ly/1m5Dd2O
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iFalcon presented a night of improv comedy with GIPS
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Last Thursday, the iFalcon Club and Generic Improvisational Peep Show (GIPS) presented a night of improv comedy at Cerritos College.
The performance started at 7 p.m. and lasted a little
over two hours.
Kevin Hoggard, a former theatre professor, started
GIPS at Cerritos College in 1985. GIPS is a class at Cerritos College and a touring improv group that goes to
local high schools to showcase improv abilities in an effort to encourage students to consider the Cerritos Col-

lege theatre program.
The school performance was a hit and kept the audience entertained throughout the show, they very quickly pleased the crowd with their innovative humor.
An audience member Vanessa Manning, said, “It
was the best show I’ve ever seen, it was super fantastic,
we came in here thinking it was just going to be alright
but we were cracking up the whole time and it was kind
of embarrassing how much we were laughing.”
For many of the students performing that night, it
was the first time performing live at the school. According to Michael Timoney, president of the GIPS, “A lot of
the people up on stage were actually first time perform-

ers who have done theatre in high school but as far as
improv goes, they are getting started up and they are all
very talented group.”
The performers on stage are very interactive with
one another, they have no script and each person was
working with another in every scene.
Timoney said, “Being on stage with people, it’s all
about chemistry and having that chemistry with somebody on stage helps the scene out so much and with everybody up here, I have chemistry will all of them and
they are always doing fun scenes and hopefully making
the crowd laugh.”
According to Michelle Mancilla, president of the iF-

alcon Club, the proceeding made that night will be divided 50/50 between GIPS and the iFalcon Club.
The GIPS touring class rehearses every Thursday
and visit schools on Fridays, and then there is the improv club who welcomes any visitors.
The improv club meets up on Thursdays from noon
to 1 p.m. to discuss topics such as business and future
events, they also rehearse and practice the improv
games to better their skills so that they will be better
prepared for the future.
To connect with GIPS, students can find them at
https://www.facebook.com/cerritosgips

