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team up for concert at
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courtesy of ‘ derogatory’

Death Metal: “Derogatory” is a band consiting of Cerritos College students, currenly working on its second album, already produced its first album “above all else.”
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The death metal band ‘Derogatory’ has
played over 800 shows all over the Los Angeles and Valley area. This summer, they are
planning on touring all over the coast.
The band, which has been together for
a little over two years has a unique name,
Christian Ordonez, lead guitarist said, “I
actually found the name out, I saw a sign
just with the definition and I figured it suits
to the music and the style.”
The band, made up of four members,
debuted last December with the album title
“Above all Else” and distributed worldwide
under the record label FDA Rekots.
With song titles such as “To Escape
What Is Now” and “Above All Else” their

music has an underlying message for fans.
Ordonez said, “Every song has its own
topic, some talk about reality, death, the
meaningof life. Things that everyone can
relate to.”
With so many shows under its belt, the
band is bound to have recurring and dedicated fans.
“I’ve seen a lot of familiar faces at the
shows multiple times. Sometimes we have
people willing to help us with out stuff, they
volunteer.” Ordonez said.
Among those fans that help the band
is Jorge Montes, who has a close relationship with bassist Daniel Alonzo since high
school.
Montes said, “I’m one of the great fans,”
He is very dedicated to ‘Derogatory’ and
said, “Daniel told me about all this stuff and
it’s really cool ‘cause I know what’s happening in the band before it announces their
stuff so it’s pretty cool.”
Montes has contributed to the band
by spreading the word of its music “I tell

friends to check them out, I pass on the
music. I guess that how it’s all made, telling people that they’re here and that they
should listen to them.”
Daniel Alonzo, undecided major, is not
only the band’s bassist but also one the guys
who decided to start the band. “Well the
band it all just started with us just jamming
out one day and we were like let’s start a
band,” Alonzo said.
The band is largely recognized in Germany compared to the U.S. and is looking
to expand and become better recognized
here at home.
Alonzo says that people in Germany are
“crazy about them.”
Germany is where a lot of the band
member’s fans are located.
The band is now currently working on
its second album.
You can also purchase merchandise of
the band by going to derogatoryband.bigcartel.com

The Cerritos College music department will be presenting a Jazz
and Pop/Rock Exchange Concert
on Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the Burnight Center Building (BC-51).
Although the concert is named
an exchanged concert, it will only
feature Cerritos College students
from the jazz and pop/rock ensemble and will be composed of a
variety of music.
The jazz ensemble will be preforming various kinds of big band
songs.
David Betancourt, director of
bands and orchestra, said, “We try
to vary, so we’ll have stuff from different eras from the early big band
1940s and then all the way up to
stuff that has been written lately.”
The pop/rock group will be
composed of a variety of genres including funk, rock, latin, pop and
any modern type of music.
“The goal for me as a teacher
is not to work toward this performance.
This performance, documents
everything they’ve learned prior
to the performance, so it is more
of what I would like them to learn
throughout the semester,” Betancourt said.
“I want the audience to listen
to (the bands) and hear the evidence of what they have learned.
They might not know exactly what
they’ve learned but they would be
like ‘wow that was really cool, how
they do that.” he said.
Over the course of the semester, the jazz ensemble’s goal is to

work toward mastering its instruments and understanding the different styles of jazz.
The jazz ensemble especially
have to learn how to play together
in groups, since it has to listen to
certain cues.
Throughout the semester the
pop/rock ensemble learn how to
work together without the director
giving them all the information.
They learn how to put together
their group, how to put together a
song list, how to rehearse.
Alos, how to get all the equipment together, and how to manage
time so eventually the students can
do it on their own.
Victor Hugo Herrera, political
science major and trombone player
for the pop/rock ensemble, is excited to show the school how much
they have progressed through the
semester.
“I just picked up the trombone
this semester so I’m excited and
nervous,” Herrera said, “We do
a lot of work, I know people just
think we just throw it together and
jam but that’s not true it is a lot of
work.
The goal of the concert for Betancourt is to have the students become independent.
“At the performance, if they
learn what I’m hoping they have, I
won’t be at stage at all.” Betancourt
said. “I’ll just be listening in the
audience just like everybody else
because they would have figured
everything else out and they will
sound fantastic.”
Michael Enriquez, music major and drummer for both jazz and
pop/rock ensemble, encourages
other students to go to the concert.

