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With the new semester comes new or returning clubs on campus. Clubs such as Black Student Union, MEChA
and the EOPS clubs that have not been active have made a return, much like the Jedi, and hope to engage students.
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Among the many new or returning clubs
on campus is the Black Student Union, the
MeCha Club and the EOPS club.

ese clubs have not been active for a
few semesters and are making a comeback
on campus.

The Black Student Union

e Black Student Union, started by
Colston Westbrooks, is a group of students
on campus that wish to invite students of
all races and educate them on the seldom
known stories of blacks throughout history.

Westbrooks, president of the BSU, wishes
to see this new union ourish on campus.

e next meeting for the BSU is March 3.

“When | went to go get the Union set up,
I realized there used to be a BSU before this
one, and that | was bringing it back,” he said.
“We wanted to make this Union to basi-
cally let students, all students no matter the
culture, voice their opinions,” Secretary of

the BSU Xavier Jones said.

“ s isn't just about voicing your opin-
ion, di erent students have di erent ideas
about things,” he added.

According to Jones, there are students
out there that have di culty speaking their
minds to the public because they do not
wish to attract negative criticism.

“We want to be there for students like
that, they can come to us and then express
how they feel;” Jones said. “Maybe they have
a new idea, maybe they have a new project
they want to do.

We want to be here, open hands open
arms.”

“ etime is now,” Westbrooks said.

“With things like Michael Brown and
Eric Garner going on, you need to raise
awareness,” he added.

Having a new management team at the
forefront of the BSU, talks to keep the Union
from going under the radar again are wel-
comed. However, the board of the Union
will discuss topics like that in the upcoming
meetings.

e goals that Westbrooks and the BSU
want to are to advocate causes for the black
community, be socially approachable and
educate the members on African-American
history.

“We want to be sociable, so we are plan-
ning to have social events with the Union,”
Westbrooks said.

Vice President of the BSU Issac Mciver,
said the Union wants to teach people the g-
ures whose stories were kept silent through-
out history.

MEChA

MEChA or Moviento Estudiantil Chi-
cano/Chicana de Aztlan, is a student move-
ment whose foundations are based in higher
education, Chicano or Chicana culture and
history.

Although based on Chicano roots, the
club is open to any who share the same ide-
als as the club or who identi es with them,
regardless of race, gender or sexual orienta-
tion.

According to Co-Chair Juliet Martinez,
along with fellow members, she brought the
club back to life because she felt that there
wasn't as much representation for Chicano,
Chicana, Latino, Hispanic students on cam-
pus.

“You don't have to identify with these, so
we plan to do workshops and hopefully in-
vite everyone on campus that wants to learn
about identity or history or current events in

our community,” Martinez said.

According to Co-Chair Matthew Botello,

“We're not only serving the Hispanic or
Chicano students on campus. Speci cally it
began with Chicano students but it’s evolved
where it’s for anyone,”

One of MEChaAs goals is to bring about
educational equality; awareness and the idea
that a student does not have to assimilate
into dominant society to be successful, ac-
cording to Martinez.

“You can still succeed and be proud of
where you come from,” she added.

Botello said, “Stereotypes are dangerous
and it’s easy to pigeonhole us into tting into
an idea or a perceived notion to what we're
doing. We want to change how people see us
and each other.”

Member Marcela Sanchez, architecture
major, joined the club because she had been
in @ MEChA club in high school and was
surprised when she came to Cerritos that
there wasn't much representation for the
Hispanic/Latino community.
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Frozen: e new Child Development Center hosted its rst Snowy Day last Friday.
Children were treated to dancing, popcorn and even a Olaf snowman.
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A ‘Snowy Day’ comes to Cerritos
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Elsa, Olaf and other Frozen-like wonders
were present, as the Child Development Center
was host to Snowy Day last Friday.

Snow was brought in and poured through the
back side of the playground, with an area catered
to throwing snowballs and two snow slides for
sleighing down available for children.

Snowy Day had a largely prominent Frozen
theme to it, as the activities were all related to
characters or plot points from the movie.

Kids had a chance to dance with Elsa, or pelt
Olaf with snowballs. Everything Frozen was
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available for all willing to participate.

Megalis Lopez, who brought her two daugh-
ters and sons with her husband, cited that the
roomy atmosphere of the new center, along with
it being public now, allowed Snowy Day to be
more personable and more family oriented.

“He [Lopez’s son] really loves it, and we love
it, too,” she said. “I just really love what the center
does for the kids and the families. And the kids
have fun with it, so you can't really go wrong with
that”

It was the  h year the center hosted the
event, but it was the rst time it was present in
the renovated and relocated spot.

Marlen Murray, a teacher for four-year-old
students at the center, said that the biggest part of
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it was just bringing in the truck for the snow, as
the now-spacious center ironically had the prob-
lem of tting the truck through.

e program relied on volunteer work from
parents and its sta to setup and plan the entire
structure of the event.

Diana Jimenez, an intern at the Child Devel-
opment Center, said, “ isis my rst time here,
and it’s just great to see everyone working togeth-
er to getitgoing ... I love seeing the kids interact
with each other”

Snowy Day is the Child Development Cen-
ter’s most anticipated event by the children, ac-
cording to Murray, as they consistently would
bring up the event as the date drew close.

“Oh, they love it,” she said.
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