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Dr. Bob Hughlett began his 
career at Cerritos as a professor 
for the Disabled Student Program 
and Services in January 1973, 
then went on to become the Dean 
of the same program until he re-
tired in 2005.

His career didn’t end there, 
however. He said, “I was working 
in DSPS from ‘73 to 2005, when I 
retired. I ran for the board in 2005 
and I was elected then and I’ve 
been on the board for nine years 
now.

“Just being 
able to maintain 
the momen-
tum of the 
college 
dur ing 
s o m e 
v e r y 
t o u g h 
t i m e s 
o v e r 
the last several years and to see 
the arrival of Linda Lacy, she’s the 
best president the college has ever 
had,” he said.

When he was working in 
DSPS, he recalls having only 
started with 25 students, but by 
the time he left DSPS there were 
over 1,200 students. 

“I’m proud of the fact that we 
grew the program to where we 
had so many students able to ben-
efit from the offerings of Cerritos 
College,” Hughlett said. 

Linda Lacy said she knew of 
Hughlett even before she came to 
Cerritos. 

Lacy recalls how Hughlett’s 
eyes lit up at his dedication of the 
DSPS reception area in his name, 
when his grandson came up to 
Hughlett. 

“He was humbled by that 
event and I think him seeing that 
expression of how much he ap-
preciated what had been done for 
him; I think he was a little over-
whelmed of the gesture,” she said. 

Hughlett 
honored as 
he retires
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RESHUFFLING THE DECK
Lewis enters the trustee game as Drayer and Liu return

Bob Hughlett leaves 
Cerritos College after 
serving the college for 
almost 32 years. He had 
a ceremony at the Nov. 
12 board of trustees 

J

D

D
IS

T
R

IC
T

T
H

R
E

E

Trustee

3

3

John Paul Drayer

Z

l

D
IS

T
R

IC
T S

E
V

E
N

Trustee

7

7
S

L

D
IS

T
R

IC
T

FIV
E

Trustee

5

5

Zurich LewisShin Liu

Q&A with 
the trustees

Zurich Lewis

What makes you different?

 “I believe, because I got elected as some-
one that is 21 years old, I believe that I can 
relate to students that much better. And my 
new perspective to the board of trustees, it’s 
going to allow me to have that much more 
staying power. It’s the ability to be backed by 
the students of Cerritos College, because, es-
sentially, I am one of them. I may not go to 
Cerritos College specifically, but I am a col-
lege student, and that’s one of the reasons that 
I did get into this race. 

So, going in there and being an advocate 
and messenger for the student cause … it is 

a pandemic problem throughout the educa-
tional system that we don’t have enough class-
es available at different times that are needed. 
So, as a member of the board of trustees I’m 
able to go in with that perspective and formu-
late that policy.”

To be inaugurated along with Shin Liu 
and John Paul Drayer.

“Going up there and being sworn in with 
two incumbents, it allows me to feel that I 
went out there and earned it … I think it’s a 
very big honor and I’m looking forward to 
the next four years and being able to immerse 
myself in all of the policies that the board of 
trustees will be doing. And to make sure to 
know what the student concerns are.”

John Paul Drayer

How did you feel about the 
election results?

 “I feel really great because Dr. Shin Liu 
won, as well. I think the voters said they’re 
happy with the college, especially our con-
struction program. Constituents in my area 
drove by the construction site on Alondra and 
Studebaker and they were really impressed by 
the new building and how nice it looked and 
the new entrance to the building.”

 What were some of the difficulties 
you’ve faced on the board?

“Well, there are different personalities, 
there’s different opinions and you can’t please 
everybody. But you try and work through it 
and compromise and get to know each other, 
as well. So, I’ve worked to compromise with 
the board and will continue to do so.”

How will your previous experience on 
the board help you in this next tenure?

“By having experience and relationships 
with the people on the table, we have shared 

governance. When I first came in I didn’t 
know anyone at the table except for some of 
the board members, so I helped to elect Dr. 
Shin Liu  five years ago. So, I knew her, but I 
didn’t know anyone else as long as I knew Dr. 
Shin Liu. So now by having that understand-
ing of people, the policies of the board and 
having spent two years writing the directions 
on the board, the goals are green buildings 
and a balanced budget for the campus.” 

Shin Liu

What are your goals for the 
board now that you’ve been 

elected again?

“I hope to achieve more student success 
through better budgeting and the use of tech-
nology to help ease the costs for students.” 

Liu could not be reached for further com-
ments.

    










