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Young
Falcons
start slow
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BASEBALL
Mar. 2 at Rio Hondo 2 p.m.
Mar. 4 vs. Rio Hondo noon
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Mar. 7 at Mt. San Antonio 2
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@sniqueee94

p.m.
Mar. 9 vs. Mt. San Antonio 2
p.m.
Mar. 11 at Pasadena City noon
City 2:30 p.m.
Mar. 14 vs. Pasadena City 2:30
p.m.
SOFTBALL
Mar. 2 at Rio Hondo 3 p.m.
Mar. 4 vs. Mt. San Jacinto 11
a.m.
Mar. 4 vs. Palomar 2 p.m.
Mar. 6 at Santiago Canyon 3
p.m.
Mar. 7vs. Los Angeles Harbor
3 p.m.

MEN’S TENNIS
Mar. 2 vs. El Camino 2 p.m.
Mar. 10 at Ventura 2 p.m.
Mar. 11 at Santa Barbara 1
p.m.
Mar. 14 vs. Denison (OH)
University 11 a.m.
Mar. 16 vs. Mt. San Antonio
2 p.m.
Mar. 18 vs. American River @
Fresno 1 p.m.
WOMEN’S TENNIS
Mar. 2 vs. El Camino 2 p.m.
Mar. 10 at Ventura 2 p.m.
Mar. 11 at Santa Barbara noon
Mar. 16 at Rio Hondo 2 p.m.
Mar. 17 at Fresno City 2 p.m.
Mar. 18 at Reedley 2 p.m.
Mar. 21 vs. Fullerton 2 p.m.

MEN’S SWIMMING
Mar. 3 at Long Beach City
12:30 p.m.
Mar. 3 vs. Chaffey @ Long
Beach City 12:30 p.m.
Mar. 17 at Mt. San Antonio
12:30 p.m.
Mar. 17 vs. El Camino @ Mt.
San Antonio 12:30 p.m.

WOMEN’S SWIMMING
Mar. 3 at Long Beach City
12:30 p.m.
Mar. 3 vs. Chaffey @ Long
Beach City 12:30 p.m.
Mar. 10 at Cuesta Invitational
8 a.m.
Mar. 11 at Cuesta Invitational
8 a.m.
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No Regrets: Basketball head coach Russ May addresses his team during a fourth quarter timeout against sixth seeded Citrus College. The Falcons would lose the game
eliminating them from the regional playoffs.

Falcons soar to playoff defeat
Max Perez

Sports Editor
@talonmarksports

The men’s basketball team’s season ended
with a 79-67 defeat coming at the hands of Citrus
College.
The loss officially marked the end of the Falcons’ season as well as the second straight season the team would be eliminated in the second
round of the Southern California Regional playoffs.
Cerritos was unable to obtain control of the
game as they never led throughout the contest.
Citrus jumped out to a 10-2 lead early and
despite the Falcons’ best efforts they were not
able to gain momentum.
The team came within three points in the
first half, but that’s the closest the Falcons would
come to Citrus the entire game as the opposition
ran away with the game in the second half.
Despite the loss head coach Russ May said,
“The team has nothing to be ashamed of, [the
men] played their asses off, and tonight we lost
to a very good team.”
Although the Falcons committed only eight
turnovers to Citrus’ 13, they were unable to
overcome a tough shooting night, finishing 34
percent from the field and 25 percent from the
three-point line.
Despite the early exit, Cerritos players and
coaches were proud of what the team was able to

accomplish this season.
The team finished with an overall 21-7 record
and won three of the four tournaments it participated in this season.
Cerritos players were also recognized for
their individual talent.
Sophomore guard Tyler Payne, Brian Nebo
and forward Cristian Perez were all awarded
First Team All-South Coast Conference South
Division.
Not only was the team able to finish second
in the South-Coast Conference, but it was able to
do so facing tough odds after starting 0-3.
Perez said, “It was tough, during those three
losses we were questioning ourselves and our
ability, but we knew once we got that first win
everything would fix itself.”
After the first win the team did indeed begin
to fix itself and found ways to win.
It also displayed an ability to adjust, as the
Falcons successfully defeated every team that
beat them earlier in conference play.
The Falcons had four players finish the season
averaging double digits in scoring and as a team
averaged 46 percent shooting from the field and
34 percent from the three-point line.
Away from the court every member of the
team found this year’s team to be special.
May said, “We have a special group of guys
that came to practice every day, worked together
and got better, I am honored to [have] coached

them.”
Sophomore guard Tyler Payne who has spent
four years in this program and said, “They’re the
closest group of guys I’ve been with [...] I just
want to grieve with them a little bit, cherish all
the moments and reminisce.”
Both Payne and Perez represent sophomore
players who will no longer be eligible to play
for the Falcons, making the game against Citrus
their last in a Cerritos jersey.
Although they are leaving the program, May
made it clear that he believes the example that
the sophomores set for the freshman put in place
a solid foundation for next season.
Freshman players Riley Hamilton, Malik
Smith, Devan Burrell and Jonathan Guzman will
be the sophomores next season leading the team.
Payne said, “The sky is the limit for those
guys, they have so much talent and athleticism
it’s going to be fun to watch.”
The echoing message from players and coaches was the cohesiveness of this team and how
tight it became throughout the season.
Perez said, “I’ve been playing basketball my
whole life, I’ve never cared about a season, a
team, or a coaching staff as much as this one.”
May agrees with his player and will remember how close the team was.
“It really is a family in how much [the men]
cared for each other [...] that’s what it’s all about,”
he concluded.

Cerritos offense loses power
Max Perez

Sports Editor
@talonmarksports
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The WInd Up: Sohpomore pitcher Kristen Voller goes through her motions as she
is about to deliver a pitch against Cypress College. The loss against Cypress marked
the second of the season for both the Falcons and Voller.

Facing off against multiple opponents, the Falcons softball team
struggled to find consistency in various aspects of their game.
Cerritos battled against Mt. San
Antonio College Thursday, in which
a Cerritos homerun tied the game
5-5 before it had to be postponed
due to darkness. The match will be
continued Wednesday at 3 p.m.
Against Mt. SAC the energy of
the game shifted multiple times
with Mt. SAC scoring first, then
Cerritos answering back to take the
lead.
Mt. SAC would then tie the
game 2-2 and then take a 5-2 lead
heading into the final inning of play.
A three-run home run in the
bottom of the seventh by second
baseman Kylee Brown tied the game
and forced extra innings.
The game will take place at
home and will pick up in the top of
the eighth inning.
Going into the continuation of
the Mt. SAC game the Falcons will

look to enter the matchup with
confidence and execute their game
plan.
Head Coach Kodee Murray said,
“It’s not about jumping in, it’s a zero
to zero ball game it’s just starting
over, the fact of the matter is either
we’re ready to go or we’re not.”
Freshman outfielder Andrea
Villalta added, “I think wherever
the momentum went, we [Falcons]
stayed with [the Mounties] the entire game, I think they thought they
had us beat but we came back and
stayed in it.”
The Falcons then hosted a doubleheader against Glendale College
and Cypress College.
Cerritos dominated Glendale
9-0 ending the game in just five innings behind a strong pitching and
offensive performance.
Starting Pitcher Carly Gutierrez struck out nine batters while
only allowing two hits and one walk
throughout the entire five innings.
The offense was able to rack up
13 hits for nine runs, eight of which
came off RBI’s.
The Falcons had a short break
before preparing for their next

game against the undefeated Cypress Chargers.
Cypress was able to overcome
the pitching of Sophomore Kristen Voller and Gutierrez, scoring a
combined eight runs off both pitchers to win the game 8-2.
Villalta said, “I think we came
and fought and did what we had to
do [...] unfortunately it just wasn’t
our game to win.
Murray added, “I feel like we
did a really good job we just didn’t
get the timely hits when we needed
them.”
The Falcons offense was only
able to muster four total hits and
two runs during the game.
After a three day break, the Falcons traveled to take on Pasadena
City College for the second time
this season.
The outcome would not be the
same, as Pasadena was able to defeat
the Falcons 3-2 .
The loss was the second in a row
and dropped the Falcons to 8-3.
The Falcons will have until
March 7 to fix their issues before
they travel to Los Angeles Harbor
and start their conference schedule.

Sophomore decathalete Zachary Munoz had a stand out performance at an impromtu, and rare,
match up against Mt. SAC.
Despite Munoz’s performance
and other individual standout performances the team would still take
home a loss
The meet which took place on
Feb 10 saw the Falcons lose 107-46
to the Mounties.
The team will now travel to Cal
State LA for its invitational on Friday, March 1.
The meet will extend til Saturday, with throws occuring on Friday at Cerritos College.
Munoz performance had him
scoring in a total of three events.
Of the three he would finish
first in the javelin, posting a distance of 49.83 meters breaking past
his personal record of 48.28 meters.
With this distance Munoz now
sits in the number two spot in the
South Coast Conference.
He said, “I’m pretty happy about
it, getting that big PR under my
belt before my actual event starts,
I think it’s gonna set me up pretty
well.”
Munoz also finished in a scoring position in the 110-meter hurdles and the high-jump. His time
for the hurdles was 16.28 seconds
earning him a third place finish,
later he would post a high-jump
height of 1.75 meters putting him
in a second place finishing spot.
Also on the list of standout performances were sophomore athletes Jhamani Long, Jayden Loga,
Stacy Chukwumezie, Giovanni Rubio, Aladdin Abuhadba; and freshman athletes Christopher Lawry
and Jorge Gonzalez.
Gonzalez, who currently sits as
the number one shot putter in the
conference, threw for 13.82 meters
in the shot put. Although short of
his current PR of 14.47 meters the
throw still earned him a first place
finish in the event.
He also finished second in the
discus throw with distance of 43.85
meters.
While the men excelled in field
events they underperformed on the
track having just one athlete finish
in scoring position.
Long would be that athlete to
score for the team finishing in both
the 800 meter and the 1500 meter.
He would finish the 800 meter
race with a time of 1:57.45 minutes
to take the event and finish first.
His performance in the 1500
meter race would be that of the
same caliber; he finished in the
third spot with a time 4:10.03 minutes.
Despite the under performance
by the men, Munoz still believes the
team can push through and compete at state.
“It’s still early in the season and
I feel like the guys are gonna figure
it out and really pull through at the
state meet which is what really matters,” he said.
Director of Track and Field
Christopher Richardson commented on how young the team is and
how the new athletes are working
with the seasoned returners.
He said, “We’ve built around
[our top athletes.] So it will be interesting to see how that carries
over [into the rest of the season.]”
The team also participated in
two non-scoring meets so far this
season.
The first being the South Coast
Conference Preview and the second Cerritos College Open.
In the former the team walked
away with four wins.
The second non-scoring meet
the team once again took home
four wins.

