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Webster’s record breaking continues
Cerritos College has
three athletes claim
Top-5 spots in the
SoCal Heptathlon
Championships
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Follow Through: Sophomore Juanita sets up her Javelin throw during
the SoCal heptathlon championship. She would throw 41.32 meters
that day and take first place in the meet. Webster would once again
break the schools record for the event.

Juanita Webster, sophomore,
has once again dominated the
heptathlon events for Cerritos College
defending a championship title, and
breaking yet another school record.
Webster along with teammates
Breanna Curry and Michaela Banyi
cracked the Top-5 at the Southern
California Heptathlon Championship on April 4-5.
In total the team had eight competitors participate in the championship earning it a total of 23 team
points toward the Southern California
team championship.
Director of Track and Field Christopher Richardson said, “This was
probably the deepest talent pool of
heptathletes Southern California has
offered in years, but our young [heptathletes] stepped up to the plate and
competed hard.”
All the while, the women’s track
team as a whole competed in
the Cerritos College Invitational
on Friday where it would have
four first place finishes and one
school record broken too.
The heptathlon championship began with the 100-meter High
Hurdles, where Webster would take
the top-spot with a 13.99 seconds fin-

ish giving her an early lead in the meet.
Banyi would follow suit finishing
fourth place in the event with a time
of 15.28 seconds, and Curry finishing
fifth with a time 15.57 seconds.
The finishes would set the tempo
for the day for the trio finishing in
the top-five in at least two individual
events each.
Curry said that her main goal for
the meet was to earn points for the
team so that it can SoCal Regionals,
and eventually state.
Banyi would finish the first day just
behind Curry in fifth place after scoring a total of 2715 points at the end of
the first competition day. She earned
a second place finish in shot put with
a distance of 10.47 meters and a third
place finish in the 800 meters timing
out at 2:29.97 minutes.
Webster started off Day 1 with
record-breaking performances in the
high jump and javelin throw. Her 1.75
meter jump would break past three
Falcon alumni athletes for the second best height in the school’s history.
While her javelin throw would put in
the fourth best spot in the school’s history with a distance of 41.32 meters.
These success, along two more first
place performances, would leave her
in the top-spot at the end of Day 1.
By the end of Day 2 Curry would
finish with a total of 4591 points good
for third place, Banyi finished fourth
with 4415 points and Webster would
finish as the Southern California State
Champion with a total of 5471 points
breaking the school record of 5399
points which she set in a previous
meet.
That total number of points was
just shy of Webster’s desired mark of
5500 points, which she expressed was
her target number prior to the event
starting.
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Freshmen Petra Such and sophomore Sasha Krasnov were able to
claim conference player of the year
for both the men and women’s.
With a first place award in her
hand she said, “I’m really happy,
I finished to succeed. Specifically
against Danielle Pastor, I played really well. In the finals we [partner
Diviana Bravo] were both very tired
and exhausted. I’m satisfied with
everything.”
Such defeated Jess Esquivel and
Jess Diaz from Rio Hondo in the
first two round on the tournament.
She went on to beat teammates
Danielle Pastor and Diviana Bravo
to become player of the year.
Both the men and women tennis
teams had blowout victories during
the South Coast Conference Tournament, facing Rio Hondo, Mt. San
Antonio College and El Camino.
It came to the point that a few
of the doubles matches were postponed and took place Monday instead of Friday, since the teams that

went up against each were both Falcons. The other schools didn’t make
it to the end of the conference.
Runner-up for men’s tennis singles tournament, Aleks Trifunovic,
also had a great conference.
“I’m very happy that I made it to
the finals. I had a very long semifinals match so I was pretty exhausted for the finals, but I did the
best that I could and I just happen
to play a better opponent. It’s been a
good day,” he said.
From the men’s team the conference champion winner was sophomore Sasha Kransnov.
Krasnov was granted a firstround bye for being the No. 1 seed
in the tournament.
In his first round of play, Krasnov defeated Luis Tenada from El
Camino, then went on to defeat
teammates James Zhang and Aleks
Trifunovic to defend his title.
This is the second straight year
Krasnov has been crowned the SCC
Player of the Year.
Head Coach Alvin Kim obtained for the fourth year in a row,
the conference’s Coach of the Year
award making it his seventh in his
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Serving up: Sophomore Sasha Krasnov returning a ball during a singles match
Friday. Krasnov would go on to become the conference player of the year for the
second season in a row.

14 years at Cerritos.
Being that he is the coach for
both the men and women’s team.
He commented on both.
For the men he said, “[The men’s
team] was looking forward to really
competitive matches, something
to spark them up before play offs
start on Tuesday. We saw some really good play even from players
who were kind of slumping I felt
like they kind of came through and
played well.”
As conference ends, state is just
around the corner. Kim feels his
men are ready for state and will
continue to motivate them in the
upcoming days.
Kim went on to describe what
he expected from the women.
“It was what we thought it would
be. There was some tense moments
on the women’s side in the end,
but what [we] thought was going
to happen, happened. In the end
things worked out,” he said.
Since the double finals were all
Cerritos, the match took place on
Monday.
The team of Petra Such and Diviana Bravo defeated Danielle Pastor
and Elizabeth Aceves, 8-3, and Sasha Krasnov and Nikita Katsnelson
went to end the conference finals
by beating the team of Aleks Trifunovic and James Zhang, 8-3.
Both the men and women will
begin to get ready for CCCAA State
Championship.
He continued “We know the
grind that it is and what a battle it is,
so even after this [during the week]
they’ll run like three miles and go
back to the weight room and get
things started.”
CCCAA will be a five day event
that will begin on Wednesday, April
12 at Ojai.
“We’re ready” Kim concluded.

Richardson said, “Juanita is a special young woman who has a bright
future in this sport. She is up for any
challenge that is placed in front of her
which makes her a scary competitor.”
Two days later the team, as a whole,
competed at the Cerritos College Invitational. Once again records were
broken this time by sophomore athlete
Crystal Rodriguez.
Her 48.20 meter performance in
the hammer throw earned her third
place in the event, and fifth overall in
the school’s history. She also would
finish first in the discus throw with a
distance of 44.47 meters, and had another third place finish this time in the
shot put marking a distance of 12.15
meters.
Amber Hart, freshman, would also
have Top-5 worthy performances in
the event. She finished just two places
behind Rodriguez, in fifth, with a distance of 43.08 meters; and third place
finish in the discus event with a 40.68
meter throw.
The Falcons’ relay teams also found
their footing on the track claiming two
of the four first place finishes for the
day.
According to Curry the 400-meter relay team needed to work on
the fluidity of the hand-offs, but the
1600-meter relay team in which she
was the lead leg did well.
“I thought [4x400 meter] did
great,” she said. “I was the lead leg, so I
really felt that my energy [kickstarted]
my other teammates to help them perform really well too.”
Performing first in the day was the
team’s 400-meter relay team, which
was comprised of Curry; sophomore
Lilian Ebanks; freshman Kymberlynn
Jackson; and sophomore Meka Story.
The relay would take the top-spot
posting a time of 46.66 seconds.

The 1600-meter relay team, which
included Curry, Webster, Jackson and
Story; they would follow up with another first place performance marking
a time of 3:52.88 minutes.
Both Jackson and Story would have
individual success at the meet. Jackson
would compete in the 400-meter race,
and finish fourth, posting a time of
58.51 seconds; while Story would finish third in the 200-meter with a time
of 25.2 seconds.
Other successes on the day long
distance runner Rebecca Harris placed
fourth in the 1500-meter race, and
a fifth place finish in the 800-meters;
Amani Briggs and Banyi tied for fifth
in the high jump; Webster placing second in the long jump; Ebanks placed
fourth in the triple jump; and Alejandra Guzman placed fifth in the javelin
event.
Concluding the day’s successes was
Jelani Minix who brought home one of
the four first place finishes of the day.
She brought home the top spot in the
high jump, marking a height of 1.55
meters, and a fifth place finish in the
triple jump.
After all the successes Richardson
expressed, “I feel the success thus far
is a culmination of hard work and the
outstanding talent that was recruited
to our program.”
The team will now continue to
look forward to the postseason meets,
which will include:
• South Coast Conference
Championships
• SoCal Championships
• CCCAA State Championships
• But first the team will compete, in part, at the Mt. San
Antonio Relays and the Cal
State Long Beach Invitational,
on Saturday.

