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An open forum was conducted 
for Brian Ellison, one of three can-
didates running for the spot of Vice 
President of Academic Affairs for 
Cerritos College.

Forum feedback forms were 
available prior to the start for facul-
ty, staff and students who attended.

Ellison is currently Assistant Su-
perintendent and Vice President of 
Instruction at Merced College,.

He answered three questions 
asked by Vice President of Student 
Services and moderator of the fo-
rum, Stephen Johnson. 

Afterwards, attendees were able 
to ask questions of their own.

Ellison said for him the forum 
was a great opportunity to interact 
and talk about things he is doing or 
has done elsewhere.

With an understanding of the 
community college setting, he said 
that he knows the importance and 

role it has in providing those with 
the opportunity for higher educa-
tion.

Juan Avila, English Literature 
major said, “I was referenced by a 
teacher to check it out. It was very 
interesting.” 

To prepare for the role of Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, El-
lison mentioned that he would es-
sentially be moving into a similar 
position, due to his previous work. 

However he stated that it’s im-
portant to “gain a good understand-
ing prior to arrival” of Cerritos and 
understand what’s going on.

“Getting a sense where the col-
lege intends to go,” Ellison men-
tioned is important.

Attendee and research analyst in 
Institutional Effectiveness Research 
and Planning, Kahlil Ford liked that 
they gave people a chance to ask 
questions.

He stated that Ellison “got really 
specific and had very practical and 
good examples to share.”

Ellison stated during the forum 

that it’s important to communicate, 
set goals and expectations for the 
team and discuss how they relate 
to “sustaining a student-centered 
learning environment.”

Javier Reyes, undecided major, 
mentioned he came to the forum 
because he wanted to be more in-
formed about what is going on 
around campus.

Discussing the environment of 
a community college he empha-
sized the importance of the small 
student-to-teacher ratio and how 
it can benefit students in a number 
of ways whether it’s through studies 
or transferring to four-year institu-
tions.

He went on to mention that 
when tasks or goals can become 
overwhelming for an educational 
manager, it’s important to “priori-
tize.”

With the goals he sets out with 
his team, he states his task is to se-
cure those goals.

Once Ellison answered the ques-
tions in length, the remainder of the 

forum was open for attendees to 
participate by submitting questions 
of their own to be answered.

One question that was asked was 
in regards to completion rate.

 Ellison mentioned that it’s im-
portant for students to find a con-
nection to the campus whether it’s 
a person or some part of the institu-
tion. 

Additionally he emphasized 
the importance of student services, 
such as counseling, and their im-
pact towards completion rate.

Ellison was asked about online 
education and where it is headed. 

He explained it’s important to 

reach the students who would ben-
efit. 

Above all, he mentioned online 
courses would “accelerate over-
time.”

If students have other obliga-
tions, are busy and don’t have the 
time to get to campus, then online 
courses are much more convenient 
and become a “much better alterna-
tive” to reach those students.

When asked why he would want 
to work at Cerritos College, Ellison 
mentioned, “It’s similar to the stu-
dent populations I’ve worked with 
elsewhere. It seems like a fantastic 
place to work.”
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Board accused of misconduct
Upon resignation 
John Paul Drayer 
files complaints 
against Board of 
Trustee’s leadership

Monique Nethington 
Editor-in-Chief 

@sniqueee94

Former Trustee member John 
Paul Drayer has officially filed com-
plaints, and inquiries, against the 
Cerritos College Board of Trustee 
in regard to board leadership and 
financial discrepancies. 

According to Drayer, the lack 
of implementing board policy in 
regard to his request of a review 

should lower the credit rating of 
all Cerritos College construction 
bonds. 

“I have been blocked for the last 
eight months,” he said. “So I have 
filed with the U.S. Department of 
Education.” 

He also filed a complaint with 
the  Los Angeles Regional Security 
and Exchange Commission office. 

However, Cerritos College Pres-
ident Dr. Jose Fierro said that those 
two things are completely unrelated. 

He described the process in 
which the school got its credit rat-
ing is the same as how an individual 
would check his credit score.

Drayer’s main concern is that 
if “[The board] blocks a simple re-
quest for an ethics review, is it hid-
ing other things?” 

He stated, “This is a major red 
flag for me. There are no checks and 
balances.”

He also said that he is going to 
take it to the federal government 
and the credit rating agencies.

“As investors,” he said, “they 
think [the credit rating] is much 
higher when it should be much low-
er because there is a dysfunctional 
board majority.”  

Drayer also mentioned if the 
board is not following its own poli-
cies and would not establish a com-
mittee. 

It was unclear if he was refer-
encing an ethics committee, or if he 
was mentioning the bond oversight 
committee. 

However, Dr. Fierro was un-
aware of any complaints being filed 

by Drayer. 
“By law the school is required to 

have a bond oversight committee,” 
he said, “The school does have one 
and they have met this semester.” 

According to Dr. Fierro, the final 
audits were presented to the over-
sight committee and to the board, 
and were without issue. 

“We were given the highest 
score, [or second highest] that you 
can give through any agency,” he 
said. 

ASCC Commissioner of Sus-
tainability Phil Herrera is the stu-
dent member that resides on the 
Bond Oversight Committee. 

He stated that he, too, didn’t find 
anything abnormal with how things 
were run on the committee. 

However, Herrera did mention 

that at the last meeting the commit-
tee did not meet quorum, therefore 
no decision could be made. 

“The mood didn’t seem to be as 
if though they were in a rush to get 
anything done,” he said. 

He did say that everything 
seemed to be on budget and on 
schedule. 

In regard to the complaints filed 
by Drayer, Dr. Fierro said the school 
will be fully cooperative. 

“We will be notified,” he said. 
“We will provide any documenta-
tion necessary in the event of any 
investigation.” 

The school will do whatever is 
required, Dr. Fierro said, to ensure 
that people see that the school and 
the board’s finances are in check.

Brian Ellison, Academic Affairs 
VP candidate, speaks at forum

ASCC 
disregards  
own bylaws 

Monique Nethington
Editor-in-Chief
@sniqueee94

 
In the midst of the recent school’s 
Presidential and Student Trustee 
elections, questions on whether or 
not the Election Code in Article III 
of the ASCC Constitution was fol-
lowed properly. 

According to Program Facili-
tator Amber Dofner all the candi-
dates followed the guidelines given 
to them at the election orientation, 
and did not violate any by-laws 
stated in the rule book. 

“The applications the candi-
dates fill-out on Orgsync, asks for a 
200 word statement,” she stated, 

“This application is mirrored 
from applications used in the past.” 

However, stated in Election 
Code By-law 3.303: 

	 “Each candidate for elec-
tive office may also file a resume of 
not more than 100 words, contain-
ing the candidate’s qualifications to 
be turned into Talon Marks, then 
published within a reasonable pe-
riod of time prior to the election in 
question. Candidates shall not mis-
represent themselves in said resume.” 

The application itself states: 

	 “ASCC Presidential/Vice 
Presidential Candidate’s Statement: 
Create a candidate’s statement as 
to why you desire and qualify to 
hold this office. Statements shall not 
exceed 200 words. [Required] No 
changes or corrections shall be al-
lowed once application is submitted. 
The information shared will become 
public record and may be used in 
press releases from the college. This 
application will be kept on file in the 
Office of Student Activities.” 

The discrepancies, and con-
fusion, comes from the what the 
proper word count of the candi-
date’s statement should be. 

It is unclear whether the candi-
dates were aware of the contradic-
tion between the guidelines and the 
bylaw. 

Chief Justice Rodrigo Quintas 
argued that because bylaw states 
the word resume, and not state-
ment then it was not broken. 

“All the candidates were given 
the same 200 words,” he said. “I 
know it says 100 words, and I be-
lieve that has also been the com-
mon practice in years past.” 

Quintas said that ASCC has 
found that 100 words was not 
enough for the candidates to ex-
plain why they were eligible. 

He continued to say that even if 
the bylaw had been broken there’s 
nothing that he or the ASCC court 
would do. 

“[The bylaws] are extremely an-
tiquated there are references here 
that are older than I have been 
alive,” he said. “In terms of it say-
ing 100 words, and for this election 
everyone got 200 words it’s not like 
student government fell apart be-
cause of it.” 

Regardless if the bylaws were 
broken, according to Quintas, be-
cause everyone was allotted the 
same amount of words to express 
their candidacy nobody was given 
more of a chance than anyone else.  

See page 2 

Perla Lara/TM 
Meet: Brian Ellison speaking at the first of three open forums for the Cerritos 
College Vice President of Academic Affairs position held on Monday. Ellison is 
the current Vice President of Instruction at Merced College; at the forum, he used 
examples of his work at Merced and humor to answer questions.

Perla Lara/TM
Files complaints: Former Cerritos College Board of Trustee member John Paul Drayer at his last official board meeting held April 5. After leaving the board he has made accusations toward board leadership 
including lack of implementing board policy and a lack of checks and balances within the board.



From page 1
He said, “There is not really 

a process of punishment for the 
breaking of bylaws, and even if 
there were it seems very miniscule.” 

While Quintas says there is no 
process for punishing of the bylaws 
Election Code bylaw 3.8 states what 
the consequences are for the break-
ing of bylaws.

Failure to comply with the Elec-
tions Code shall result in:

•	 First offense: The commis-
sioner of public relations 
shall remind the registrant 
of the rules and regulations 
and tell the registrant to cor-
rect the problem within two 
hours, unless told otherwise 
by the commissioner of pub-
lic relations.

•	 Second offense: A $40 fee 

shall be assessed to the reg-
istrant. This fee shall be paid 
within 48 hours, excluding 
weekends and holidays.

•	 Third offense: This will lead 
to a progressive doubling of 
the fine, which shall be paid 
within 48 hours, excluding 
weekends and holidays.

•	 Fourth offense: The Election 
Board shall take appropriate 
disciplinary action

Clearly, this is yet another regu-
latory disregard that faces confu-
sion.

Talon Marks did receive the 
statements from Dofner, but was 
unable to publish them due to the 
excessive length. 

Of the five statements received 
only two stayed under the 100-word 
count limit.

Dofner responded that because 
each candidate followed the guide-

lines of the application there will be 
no consequences, or effect to the re-
sults of the elections. 

According to Elizabeth Miller, 
dean of student services, the by-
laws overrule anything set in the 
guideline’s given to candidates dur-
ing the orientation and application 
process.

She said, “The bylaws trump 
whatever is in the guidelines.”

Quintas commented, as well, the 
confusion with what the guidelines 
purpose was.

“They are just there for clarifica-
tion,” he said. 

If that is the case, then the elec-
tion code has been violated contra-
dictory to what Dofner stated.

Also, if the application is “mir-
rored from applications used in the 
past,” that means Election Code has 
been continuously broken during 
past elections.
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Summer Taiwan trip funded
David Jenkins/TM

Ready for flight: Cerritos College Board of Trustee member Shin Liu and Cerritos College students getting approval to get funded for her students to go to on an ad hoc 
trip to Taiwan over the summer. The funds were approved Wednesday at ASCC Senate.

Jocelyn Torralba
Staff Writer

@jocytorralba

The Taiwan Experience Education Program 
will be hosted by Southern Taiwan University of 
Science and Technology located in Tainan, Tai-
wan.

Ten students from Cerritos will be going on 
this trip.

The program is sponsored by the Ministry of 
Education of Taiwan and Tainan City Govern-
ment.

Twenty students from United States and 20 
students from Australia were selected to partici-
pate in this study abroad program in Taiwan.

Last Wednesday, ASCC Senate approved 
funding for the ad hoc trip to Taiwan.

Board of Trustee member Shin Liu said, “The 
purpose of this program is to provide a cultural 
and language learning experience for students 

from the United States and Australia.”
Students will take Chinese culture and lan-

guage courses at the Southern Taiwan University 
of Science and Technology during the first two 
weeks.

Then they will spend the next two weeks in-
teracting with Elementary and Junior High stu-
dents their culture and teach English.

“The program promotes students global 
awareness and appreciation of cultural diversity,” 
Liu said.

The program will run from June 27 to July 27.
President of Cerritos College Dr. Jose Fierro 

said, “There are 20 spots, 50 percent are for Cer-
ritos College and the rest are for UCI, Cal Poly 
Pomona, and Rio Hondo College.”

Liu will be traveling in the same flight to 
make sure students arrive safely and stay with 
them for the first week during the program.

Dorms will be provided to the students by the 
university.

ASCC Senate will be funding students plane 
tickets.

The initial request for the fund is $13,000.
Monica Santiago, political science and for-

eign language major, is one of the 10 students 
that are attending this trip and she is extremely 
happy.

She’s passionate about learning about other 
cultures, she has been studying Chinese since an 
early age.

Santiago went to Bangok last year for another 
educational program and had to work three jobs 
to pay for her ticket and expenses on the trip.

“I’m truly grateful that the ASCC Senate 
passed the funding because this is a big help and 
opportunity for us. We will be representing Cer-
ritos internationally.” 

Santiago also said she didn’t know about this 
trip until her Chinese Professor Yiran Zhou en-
couraged her to apply to the program.

DREAM Club, OISS  
gain commissioner 
representatives

David Jenkins
Staff Writer

@mr_sniknej

Homecoming Queen Megan 
Kim fulfills one of her campaign 
promises as ASCC Senate passed 
legislation allowing two new com-
missioner positions; one to repre-
sent the DREAM Club and one to 
represent international students.

Kim had been working on the 
legislation since January and was 
finally able to get the commis-
sioner legislation passed during last 
Wednesday’s ASCC Senate meeting.

The two commissioner posi-
tions will focus on the needs of stu-
dents who are undocumented from 
south of the border and elsewhere, 
with the help of the Office of Inter-
national Student Services and the 
DREAM Club.

One commissioner will com-
municate with OISS and the other 
will communicate with the DREAM 
club.

Kim feels that having the two 
new commissioner positions is a 
necessity with the current political 
situation.

“These students feel targeted 
and are victimized every day, hav-
ing these representatives will make 
them feel welcomed here at Cerritos 
College.”

Kim had previously presented 
this legislation to senate but needed 
to make some changes.

At first, she was asking for only 
one commissioner position for both 
groups, but members of cabinet 

suggested she make them separate 
since both groups have different 
needs.

“I know it’s going to be available 
for next year, I’m really excited for 
international and dreamers to final-
ly have a representative,” she said.

The main objective of these 
commissioner positions is to talk to 
students and to have a connection 
with ASCC instead of just being  
part of a club.

ASCC President Saul Lopez-Pu-
lido said commissioner appointees 
need a 2.5 GPA, five current units 
and their current semester sticker. 

David Jenkins/TM
Promise kept: Homecoming Queen 
Megan Kim passes out her “New Com-
missioner position” legislation proposal 
to other ASCC Senate and to the public 
last Wednesday. She was able to get a 
majority vote and have the legislation 
approved.

No consequences for broken bylaws 
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There are many reasons that 
contribute to communism being the 
most pragmatic solution to the cri-
ses of world poverty, war and climate 
change.

Adam Smith has been accused 
of saying that individual ambition 
serves the common good. What this 
is often interrpeted as, is the notion 
that whatever is done in greed at the 
hands of the corporate overlords, is 
somehow good for the wage slaves. 
As if ! 

However, the soul of this state-
ment isn’t necessarily a falacy. What 
is good for the individual is good for 
the group, provided that the individ-
ual strives to work for the common 
good.

As my dear colleage David Jen-
kins would say, the left is divided be-

tween the moral high ground and the 
freedom to choose for yourself.

In the a capitalist democracy ver-
sus a communist democracy, the two 
are at different rankings in regards to 
importance. 

For one person to be rich, anoth-
er must be poor. No person is worth 
more than another. No one deserves 
more than another. No one should 
have the power to make another 
starve.

If such a power is given, the 
greediest people amongst us will use 
it to bleed people, institutions and 
the enviornment until these things 
are left empty.

This is the simple explanation for 
why capitalism has failed again and 
again.

Therefore, it is pragmatic at first 
to strive for the moral high ground 
and make personal freedom second 
banana-- until materialism as a con-
cept is wiped from the human psyche.

After this point, people would 
understand that they are morally re-
sponsible for the well-being of their 
neighbors and will always choose 
that which is morally just.

Karl Marx was filled with rage at 
seeing the surplus that was made and 
thrown away day after day in capital-
ist Europe; but this is also precisely 
what gave him hope. 

If corporate America would stop 
creating false scarcity by throwing 
out goods that are not sold, the en-
viornment and society would experi-
ence less of a strain.

If production of luxury goods 
were halted, and the man-power, 
time and resources were allocated 
toward things that were necessary-- 
we would no doubt have a surplus of 
things that people actually need.

Giving children clothes; the hun-
gry, food; the homeless, lodging; it is 
much more valuable than the illusion 
of personal choice.

David Jenkins
Staff Writer

@Mr_Sniknej

Today, pretty much every econ-
omy in the world is organized along 
capitalist lines. Just like every system, 
it is looked upon with frustration, 
skepticism and a lack of trust.

On college campuses, capitalism 
has a bad name. Many professors and 
students confuse self-interest with 
selfishness; or more importantly fail 
to distinguish the “equality of op-
portunity versus the equality of out-
come.”

Blurring the lines between these 
concepts allows people to embrace 
authoritarian positions and misrep-
resent what capitalism is really about, 
mainly choice and competition.

Many of my journalist friends 
and activists whom I discuss such is-
sues with look at capitalism in such 
an ill way.

They see it as a system that says 
“me! me! me!” and allows human be-
ings to be exploited in a way as Karl 

Marx puts it, “wage slavery.”
Does capitalism have problems? 

Sure. However, it is not made to be 
perfect like some utopia.

Opinion Editor Benjamin Gar-
cia looks at capitalism with disgust; 
and within that disgust he points out 
some criticism that is worth noting.

For example, in a few themes of 
the “Envelope,” he points out the suf-
fering of the working class. I concede  
to this point, to some extent.

Another point I have a hard time 
objecting to is that major compa-
nies such as Apple, use their wealth 
to satisfy what are not the essential 
needs of human beings.

However, I must say that I don’t 
get to decide what consumers need 
or want. The consumers themselves 
get to decide what they want, and 
that’s the main position that I put 
forth in this column.

The idea of the free market is 
what I consider to be a Liberal po-
sition. To freely choose what one 
might want is a basic function of 
economic liberation.

Big corporations seem evil to us, 
and rightly so! However, putting the 
blame entirely on them lacks self-
awareness.

It is our tastes as individuals that 
is partly to blame, and you know 
what? That’s the beautiful thing!

I get to decide for myself what is 
better, a PS4 or an Xbox One. I get to 
decide which late night show is bet-
ter. I get to decide which restaurant is 
best, and so do you.

If I may quote the political theo-
rist and Austrian Economist Fried-
rich Hayek on his understanding of 
liberty:

“A policy which deliberately 
adopts COMPETITION, markets 
and prices as its ordering principles.”

Competition is a key aspect of 
capitalism.

Through competition, ideas are 
able to thrive and be put into prac-
tice.

That which is the best idea or the 
best product, will out do the rest.

Persevering competition is what 
real capitalism is all about.

The debate on communism v.s. capitalism
Capitalism, a solution of choiceCommunism, the pragmatic solution

“If there’s chemistry, you can see it 
in their eyes. I like arms definitely 
and they have to be muscular.”

Marisol Fernandez
Architecture Major

Trayvon Sperling
Undecided  Major

“I look at their smile. I’m black so 
I like butt. You can’t grind with 
boobs.”

Saul Serafin
Biology Major

“Their eyes. I don’t have a prefer-
ence [boobs or butt]. When I take 
interest in them I look at their face.”

Diana Vallejo
History Major

“A guy’s hair is what I like the most. 
His chest, but not too big because I 
don’t like it big.”

Compiled by:
Natasha Molina

Arts & Entertainment Editor
@natashamolina93

Photos by:
Dennis Osorio

Staff Writer
@patosassone

-Free Speech Zone-

What is the
Preferred anatomy of 
your li’l chickadee?

Rules and laws are there for a rea-
son, to protect and guide those who 
fall under the governing body of such 
rules and laws.

While growing up people-- or 
even you-- may say, “rules are meant 
to be broken;” or the more popular, 
“bending the rules never hurt any-
body.”

Regardless of your feelings toward 
them, everyone at some point has 
grown up to accept the rules as some-
thing that is a part of life.

If you haven’t done so-- well real-
ity check, it’s time to grow up.

Rules matter at any level, even 
here at Cerritos College. 

It is not fair that some students 
must follow all of them to a tee, while 
others disregard them and face no 
consequences at all.

For example, in the recent ASCC 
Election Bylaw 3.303 of the Election 
Code was broken; plain and simple. 
However, it doesn’t seem like anything 
is going to be done about it.

This is wrong.
The rules were broken and some-

thing must be done.
Whether it be consequences as 

stated in the constitution, or simply a 
recognition of wrongdoing and con-
sideration of amending the bylaw to 
better fit with the application.

It is important that this be ad-
dressed, and the proper people take 
accountability for a mistake that was 
clearly made.

If a rule is broken, even if there was 
intention of doing so, there should be 
consequences as clearly stated in the 

ASCC blue book.
The Election Code states: 

“Each candidate for elective office 
may also file a resume of not more than 
100 words, containing the candidate’s 
qualifications to be turned into Talon 
Marks, then published within a reason-
able period of time prior to the election 
in question. Candidates shall not mis-
represent themselves in said resume.”

The application itself states: 

“ASCC Presidential/Vice Presi-
dential Candidate’s Statement: Create 
a candidate’s statement as to why you 
desire and qualify to hold this office. 
Statements shall not exceed 200 words. 
[Required] No changes or corrections 
shall be allowed once application is 
submitted. The information shared will 
become public record and may be used 
in press releases from the college. This 
application will be kept on file in the 
Office of Student Activities.”

The argument that has been 
brought forth is that:

1.	 It says “statement” in the appli-
cation not “resume”

2.	 All the candidates were given 
an equal amount of words, so 
there was no unfairness to any-
one

Well to debunk argument No. 1, 
the application says, “create a candi-
date’s statement as to why you desire 
and qualify to hold this office,” that is 

a resume.
The definition of a resume, ac-

cording the dictionary.com, is “ brief 
written account of personal, educa-
tion and professional qualifications 
and experience, as that prepared by 
an applicant for a job.”

The application is asking for the 
same thing a resume would. You can 
split hairs saying “because the word-
ing is not the same thing,” then no rule 
was broken.

Well numbers don’t lie and the 
bylaw states 100 words, not 200; and 
to the understanding of Talon Marks, 
the bylaws are the only thing that are 
definitive.

The application and guidelines 
given to the candidates are only there 
to clarify what is already stated in the 
constitution.

Now, the candidates may not have 
known that anything was being bro-
ken.

So, one might give them the ben-
efit of the doubt.

However, you would think that 
someone running for ASCC President 
or Student Trustee would know what 
the constitution says.

It is the job of the election com-
mittee and the advisors to know all 
the bylaws, relay them to the candi-
dates properly and be sure they are 
being followed.

Something needs to be done.
These are our student leaders. If 

they don’t have to follow the rules, 
then why should we?Benjamin Garcia / TM
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Baseball
Thurs. 20 at LA Harbor 2:30 

p.m.

Sat. 22 vs LA Harbor 2:30 

p.m.

Tue. 25 vs East LA 2:30 p.m.

Thurs. 27 at East LA 6 p.m.

Softball
Thurs. 20 vs EC-Compton  3 

p.m.

Sat. 22 vs Santiago Canyon 

11 a.m.

Tue. 25 vs El Camino 3 p.m.

Track and Field

Tue. 25 South Coast Confer-

ence Prelims 9 a.m.

Fri. 28 South Coast Confer-

ence Championship 

	 9 a.m.

Swimming
Thurs. 20 South Coast Con-

ference Championship
	 9 a.m.
Fri. 21 South Coast Confer-

ence Championship 
	 9 a.m.

Title hopes derailed for tennis

Track and field ready for state

Softball races 
to postseason

Max Perez
Sports Editor

@Talonmarksports

In the past eight games the Fal-
cons softball team has hit 64 RBIs 
to help claim second place in the 
South Coast Conference.

The Falcons have a 7-1 record 
over the past eight games, two of 
which were conference games.

Now with three games left in 
the season, the team is 6-3, second 
in the conference behind 9-0 El 
Camino.

The only loss during the eight-
game span was to El Camino 8-2.

In the final three games of the 
season, Cerritos will host EC-
Compton Thursday, Santiago Can-
yon on Saturday and El Camino 
Tuesday in the season’s final game.

Outfielder Ashley Melendez 
said, “Everyone likes a home game, 
it brings more confidence to the 
team.”

In a previous match up with El 
Camino on March 21, the Falcons 
fell behind 7-0 in the first three 
innings before the game was post-
poned due to rain. The game will be 
concluded immediately before the 
final game of the season.

The team began its stretch of 
games with five wins in a row.

Head coach Kodee Murray said, 
“We’re playing more like a team. It 
becomes about the whole instead of 
the individual.”

The Falcons beat East Los An-
geles, Fullerton, College of the Can-
yons, Riverside and EC-Compton. 
Cerritos outscored its opponents 

43-13 during those five games.
The team then ran into El Cami-

no, who only allowed the Falcons 
to score two runs, the fewest since 
March 25 against Grossmont. 

Despite the struggles against El 
Camino this season, the team de-
nies any change in mentality.

Melendez said, “We all think 
about [revenge] but when it comes 
down to game time you just have to 
play, you can’t control the outcome.”

After the loss the team had five 
days before its next game against 
LA Harbor April 11, where the 
Falcons would score the most runs 
they have all season with 21.

The Falcons totaled 22 hits, led 
by infielder Kylee Brown’s three hits, 
two home runs and seven RBIs.

Two days later, the Falcons 
would match up against rivals Long 
Beach City.

The team would get revenge, 
beating the Vikings 5-1 after losing 
to the team March 28, 14-13.

After the final three games of 
the season the Falcons will await 
their playoff seeding.

The seeding selection will be 
April 29.

Murray said, “We’d like to be 
seeded one through eight because 
that gives us a berth in the first 
round, this is a resilient team, what-
ever the cards are we’re playing.”

The Falcons traveled to Cypress 
College Tuesday, where they were 
shut out by No. 1 ranked Chargers 
6-0. 

Cerritos will host fourth place 
EC-Compton Thursday. 
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Defense: Sophomore infielder Kylee Brown fires a ball to first base for an out during the Falcons game with LA Harbor earlier 
this season. Brown has started at first base, second base and shortstop throughout the entire season.   
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Sophomore Juanita Webster has 
claimed another top mark in the 
Cerritos Falcons record books dur-
ing the Long Beach State Invitation-
al with a time of 13.82 seconds in 
the 100-meter high hurdles.

This is the latest top mark Web-
ster has broken this season. She also 
has the top mark in the heptathlon 
and claims a Top-5 mark in four 
other events.

In the 100-meter HH, high 
jump, long jump and triple jump 
Webster is first in the state to go 
along with holding top heptathlon 
score and Top-5 marks in three oth-
er events statewide.

Director of Track and Field 
Christopher Richardson said out-
side of former athlete Alexus Dal-
ton he’s never had an athlete break 
this many marks. 

“We kind of knew it was going 

to happen, it was just a matter of 
time.”

He added, “I think [Webster] 
will get the high jump mark too. So, 
she’ll have the most.”

Originally scheduled to com-
pete at the Mt. San Antonio Relays, 
the team opted to instead attend  
the Easter Relays held at Santa Bar-
bara City College. 

Richardson said, “We found a 
more competitive opportunity. I 
think it prepared us better for our 
conference championships.”

The women finished second 
with 151.5 team points, while the 
men finished fifth with 53 team 
points.

The women were led by sopho-
more Skylin Harbin who finished 
first in the 100-meter HH with a 
time of a time of 14.65 seconds and 
the 400-meter IH at 1.05:44 min-
utes.

Coming off the Cerritos invita-
tional, where Sophomore Crystal 

Rodriguez captured the fifth longest 
hammer throw in school history she 
placed first in the discus with a dis-
tance of 44.58 meters.

Rodriguez said, “It’s not over I 
have to set new goals to reach and 
keep improving.” 

 Freshman Amber Hart finished  
first in the shot put at 12.52 meters.

The men did not have the same 
success in Santa Barbara, finishing 
fifth and leaving with no first place 
finishes.

The highest finish of the day for 
the men was freshman Jorge Gonza-
lez’s second place finish in the shot 
put with a distance of 13.82 meters.

Both teams competed in the 
Long Beach Invitational, but nei-
ther team was able to capture a 
Top-5 finish in any event competing 
against four-year schools. 

The next event for the teams will 
be the conference championships 
held at El Camino College Tuesday 
and Wednesday.
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Men and women’s tennis are on 
different sides of the spectrum in 
the Southern California Regional 
Championships.

The men defeated Orange Coast 
College in a 5-0 sweep to move on 
to round two of the regional cham-
pionships.

On the other hand, the women 
lost to Santa Monica College 5-3, 
losing two of the doubles matches 
and three singles. And with that the 
Cerritos women’s tennis season is 
now over.

Sophomore Elizabeth Aceves 
said, “This was a decent season.”

She added that some injuries 
may have gotten to the team’s men-
tal preparation.

Head Coach Alvin Kim said, 
“The women fell short, it will be up 
to the men to bring a championship 

home to Cerritos.”
The women finished the season 

with a 10-6 overall record, and a 
perfect 4-0 conference record.

Freshman Petra Such finished 
the season with a 15-3 singles re-
cord and a 11-5 doubles record with 
freshman Diviana Bravo.

Such was also named confer-
ence Player of the Year, and paired 
with partner Bravo, the two won the 
conference doubles championship.

In total only one player didn’t 
finish the season with a single and 
double record above .500.

Kim said, “[The women’s] sea-
son is over, hopefully we’ll be angry 
about it next season.”

As for the men, they did not 
drop a single match to OCC.

 Kim singled out the perfor-
mance of freshman Kwang-Eun Lee 
for his performance in his double 
match paired with Marcos Paulo 
Silvestre.

“He did well posting a 8-0 set at 

the No. 2 doubles.”
He added, “This is the best team 

we’ve had in awhile, we have had a 
chip on our shoulders from placing 
second in state last year.”

In round two the men played 
Cypress College, who they beat 6-3 
earlier in the season.

Despite the prior victory, the 
Cypress pair of Maximilien Blan-
caneaux and Vincent Reynaud ac-
counted for one of the two losses 
Sasha Krasnov and Nikita Katsnel-
son suffered all season.

The Falcons hosted the Chargers 
Tuesday and lost, knocking them 
out of the Southern California Re-
gional Team Playoffs in the second 
round. 

 Kim said, “The goal is to always 
win a championship, and while oth-
er sports celebrate fifth place victo-
ries our tennis program is always 
Top-5 in the state, and to not win 
anything this season would be con-
sidered failure.”


