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1. Angel Rojas, Men’s Water
Polo, Driver
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Qualifying: Sophomore Blair Robinson competing in the long jump during the SoCal Regional Prelims held at Cerritos College Saturday. Robinson would finish third
overall in the long jump with a distance on 6.90 meters.

51 Falcons qualify for regionals
Monique Nethington
Editor-in-Chief
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The women’s track team is well
on its way to defending its two-time
state championship title advancing
38 athletes into the Southern California Regional Finals.
If the Falcons do come out on
top at regionals, this will be the
third time in three years that the
team will have hoisted the trophy.
The women totaled nine first
place finishes that earned them 23
team points, leaving them in first
place at SoCal Preliminaries last
Saturday.
Crystal Rodriguez, who currently holds the fourth mark overall
in the hammer throw for Cerritos,
took first place in shot put
She also got fourth place in javelin, second place in the hammer
throw and second in the discus.
With these performances she
said that she was not satisfied with
them and knew there were things
that she could improve on for the
coming meet this weekend.
“I want to get into a repetitive
routine this week,” she said, “so I
can be confident in my next meet.”
However, she added the team
has to keep doing what it has been

doing all season.
Juanita Webster (high jump,
110 HH,) Skylin Harbin (400-meter IH,) Breanna Curry (high jump,
4x100 relay, 4x400 relay,) Amber
Hart (discus,) and Mystasia Alexander (javelin) also claimed first place
finishes.
The men only advanced 13 of 34
athletes that competed at regionals,
which earned them only six team
points holding them at a seventh
place spot going into finals.
Sophomore Stacy Chukwumezie
said, “It was a tough week, with a

few unfortunate performances.”
Despite this, Director of Track
and Field Christopher Richardson
said that regardless of the caliber of
athletes, mistakes will be made and,
“that is part of the humbling experience of Track and Field.”
The men’s team only had two
first place finishes on the day-- each
came from the 1,600-meter relay
team and from sophomore Blair
Robinson.
Chukwumezie commented that
Robinson’s performances was “topnotch,” as he got first in the triple
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Trying to advance: Freshman Sela Lotulelei competing in the hammer throw
event at the SoCal Regional Playoffs Saturday held at Cerritos College. Lotulelei
took 11th place in the event with a distance on 40.23 meters.

jump posting a distance of 14.96
meters. This distance would also
mark a new personal best for him.
The 1,600-meter relay team was
able to grab the top spot in the event
by clocking a time of 3:16.8 minutes.
Sophomore Clay Green ran the
third leg for the team and said the
team works really well together.
“The team has been doing really
good, there is still a lot we can do.”
He said the team is still trying to
take a few seconds off its time because it is trying to go for the school
record.
The men’s relay team was not the
only relay team to snag a top spot,
as both women’s relay teams placed
first in their respective events.
The 400-meter relay team finished first with a time of 47.34 seconds, while the 1,600-meter relay
team clocked a time of 3:53.35 minutes.
Richardson commented, “Our
relay success simply shows the
commitment these athletes have to
one another and the program as a
whole.”
Now both teams look to the finals which will take place Saturday.
“I could not ask for a better
group to go into battle with. It has
worked tirelessly to prepare for this
moment,” Richardson finished.

Rojas came into the 2016
water polo with more momentum than any other player.
In 2015, he finished with 155
goals, 105 assists and 99 steals
in 34 games. He was one steal
shy of being the first player in
California Community College
history to have 100 in all three
categories.
In 2016, Rojas may have not
been able to top his mark and
instead finished with 138 goals,
68 assists and 63 steals, he was
still the best player on the team
and arguably the state.
Rojas also lead his team to
a 26-5 overall record and a 7-1
conference record. The team
finished second in the South
Coast Conference and was seeded third for the Southern California Regional Playoffs.
The team lost to Cuesta College, but despite the exit of the
postseason, Rojas was the most
dynamic male athletes this past
year at Cerritos.
2. Cristian Perez, Basketball, Forward
The most productive and
skillful player this year on the
Cerritos Men’s Basketball Team
was Perez.
Perez was able to use his
combination of size and skill to
take advantage of defenders.
Perez
was
productive
throughout the entire season,
but it was in conference that he
was able to show his worth.
He led the team in points
with 14.3 and rebounds to go
along with 2.1 assists.
He shot 36 percent from the
three-point-line and 44 percent
overall.
Men’s basketball head coach
Russ May describe Perez as the
teams “workhorse.”
The team struggled early in
conference, but after starting
0-3, went on a seven game win
streak to earn the 10th seed in
the playoffs, where they would
lose in Round One to Citrus
College.
Perez more than showed his
worth and talent here at Cerri-

He has an All-State Honorable Mention and was 1st Team
All-South Coast Conference
South Division.
His talent has also been rewarded as he is the first member
of this year’s team to sign with
a four-year college; Sacramento
State University.
3. Sasha Krasnov and Nikita Katsnelson, Men’s Tennis
The doubles team of Krasnov and Katsnelson has to be
included in the men’s athletes of
the year.
Despite technically being
two people and very successful
in their own right, it was when
the two teamed up that they did
the most damage.
As a duo they went 20-4 the
whole season and were pivotal
both as a pair and individually
in leading their team to a 26-1
regular season.
The pair was the SCC champions and were the first Cerritos pair to advance to the state
championship in three years.
Krasnov was also named the
conference player of the year,
his second in a row.
The duo also won two
straight conference doubles
championships.
Despite coming up short
in the CCCAA State Championships, they were still able to
leave their mark as dominant
individuals, and as a dominant
duo at Cerritos.
Honorable Mentions
Riley Hamilton, Basketball
Hamilton didn’t start untill
the sixth game of conference
in place of injured Salvador
Carlos. In his first start against
Los Angeles Southwest, he had
10 points and six rebounds, a
performance May said won the
game.
Alex Bush, Linebacker
Bush finished the season as
the leader in total tackles with
106 for the Falcons football
team. He was also tied for first
on the team with four sacks and
led the team with 9.5 tackled for
loss. Bush was the most productive player for the team this year.

Talon Marks female athletes of the year headlined by track
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1. Juanita Webster, heptathlete, Track
and Field.
Juanita Webster is probably the greatest
female athlete to step onto the Cerritos College campus.
Not only was she the heptathlon champion in the entire state last year, she has followed it up this year with multiple broken
records.
Webster has the top-mark in school

history in the heptathlon with 5417 point
and 100-meter High Hurdles with a time
of 13.83 seconds to go along with a slew of
Top-5 marks.
She has second in the high jump with
a height of 1.75 meters (.01 meters behind
first,) second in the long jump with a distance of 6.10 meters (.04 meters behind
first,) second in the triple jump with a distance of 12.38 meters and fifth in the javelin
with a distance of 41.32 meters.
Webster still has opportunities to improve. The track and field programs are
heading into the SoCal Regional Finals Saturday where she will have the opportunity

to improve on heights, distances and times.
If she qualifies, she will have an opportunity to compete for a repeat at the CCCAA
State Championships May 19-20.
Not like Webster needs to do anymore,
she is already the greatest female athlete
Cerritos has seen.
2. Kylee Brown, Softball, Infielder.

Brown has been the most dominant hitter for the Cerritos softball team this season.
She has led this team from Day One and
can be recognized as the only member who
doesn’t wear a visor on defense.
Brown has gone on a tear this season
and currently has 17 home runs, good
for third in the entire state, and 65 RBIs,
good for second in the state.
Brown has also been a great defender
starting at three different positions in the
infield (second base, shortstop and first
base).
Brown has also been cited as a leader
both on and off the field by her coaches
and fellow teammates. Head coach Kodee
Murray went as far as to say that Brown
embodies what it means to be a Falcon.
Brown has been instrumental to her
team’s success and has helped lead the
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team to a 28-13 overall record, a 7-5 conUp and Over: Heptathlete Juanita Webster soars during the high jump event at the SoCal Regional
ference record, a seventh seed in the RePrelims held at Cerritos College Saturday. Webster and teammate Breanna Curry tied for first in the
event with a height of 1.60 meters.
gional Playoffs and past the First Round

into the Super Regional Playoffs.
Brown still has opportunities to add to
her already successful year in the playoffs.
3. Crystal Rodriguez, Forward and
Thrower, Basketball and Track and Field.
Rodriguez has been a true athlete this
year in Falcon sports.
She was a member of the Women’s Basketball Team, and is currently a star athlete
on the Women’s Track and Field.
Starting with basketball, Rodriguez finished second on the team in points with
10.6 and first in rebounding with nine; but
it was in conference that Rodriguez stepped
up her game.
In conference, she added three points
to her average for 13.1 and almost two rebounds with 10.8.
Rodriguez finished with four doubledoubles in 10 conference games, including
a 20 point 21 rebound performance against
Los Angeles Harbor on February 10.
In track and field, she is a thrower and
has been extremely successful.
This year at the South Coast Conference
Championships, she placed first in the hammer throw with a distance of 48.49 meters;
that distance also landed her the fifth best
mark in the school’s history.
Despite the limited success of the women’s basketball team, Rodriguez was always

able to make her presence felt. She also has
chances this season in the remaining track
and field events to validate her as one of
Cerritos’ best athletes.
Honorable Mentions
Kaylyn James, Basketball.
James was the lone sophomore on what
would end up being a women’s basketball
team with only eight players.
James was one of the elite scorers in
the conference. Her ability to get her shot
off whenever she wanted is proven by team
leading 15 points per game that she is an
elite athlete.
Carolina Jamarillo and Itzel Ballesteros, Women’s Soccer
The two members of the women’s soccer
team were the leading goal scorers for what
would be the State Champions.
This season women’s soccer won its fifth
state title in a row. During the season Ballesteros played 25 games, scoring 22 goals
with 15 assists, while Jamarillo scored 19
goals with 17 assists despite only playing 14
games.
The two players were dominant forwards on the state’s best team, and success
like that cannot be ignored.

