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Glen Pena, Veteran’s Resource Specialist,
said, “[Veteran’s Day ]means honoring those who
have served and paying respect to the men and
women who have made sacrifices, and the families as well, not just the veterans.
“Letting them know that we appreciate that
they made all the sacrifices. I’m a veteran, but I
pay respect to veterans regardless of when they
got out.”
Pena served nine years and one month in the
Marines. He retired as a sergeant and served in a
unit called Air Naval Gunfire Liaison Company.
He added, “I respect Vietnam veterans because when they came home they weren’t treated
well, so they always tell me ‘thank you for your
service, I [say] ‘No, thank you for your service.
Sir, you have no idea that you paved the way for
things to be better for us.’”
On Thursday, a day before Veteran’s Day, approximately 50 veterans were in attendance at the
Veteran’s Day Ceremony held at Cerritos College.

Vice President of Student’s Veteran’s Club
Gaylen Currie stated, “The celebration was free
flowing [and] inclusive. It is always good to have
other non-traditional students like ourselves be
able to spectate or participate, so inclusiveness is
always good.
“[Veteran’s Day] is a sign of remembrance
and reflection for individuals who have served
in the military, and reflection for members of
the families of the individuals that served, and
to kind of sit back and reminisce about the good
times and the bad times and celebrate because it
is a celebratory day,” Currie stated.
Pena explained the significance of a support
system for veterans.
“A veteran would not be a veteran or a service
member would not be a service member without
the support of their families or friends. That is
why a lot of people who get out, who don’t have
social support end up committing suicide,” Pena
said.
The veterans present at the ceremony did 22
push-ups to honor those who have committed
suicide. The number represents the number of
veteran suicides committed daily.

“Social support is the biggest factor to successfully transition out of the military and that
is what the Veteran’s Resource Center has. Assistants call it a therapeutic environment, and it
is. We come here and get our work done, but it’s
more [...] it’s a camaraderie we built in the military, you [also] find outside the military” Pena
said.
Some people choose not to observe or acknowledge the holiday or the veterans, and Pena
expresses that it is not their fault.
He believes that institutions should promote
the awareness for the holiday.
He adds, “All it takes is five minutes to find
out what it means, and what it means to others.
Read a quote, talk to a veteran, but most of all, if
you are not a veteran, and you know of Veteran’s
Day, educate people and what it is and advocate
for veterans even if you don’t believe they fought
for your freedom, they are human beings that put
themselves out there. Even if you don’t appreciate a veteran, just respect them. Cerritos College
does a great job. We have the best campus Veteran’s Resource Center than anywhere I’ve been”
he said.

We have never been more
thoroughly disappointed in our
country than in the moment
the media announced Donald
Trump as the new presidentelect.
Even having to acknowledge
that he, is in fact, the new president-elect of the United States
perplexes me.
For people to be able to see
past his negative rants toward
minorities and women and actually cast their vote for him is
beyond stupidity.
How could a man with no
prior experience in politics and
bankrupt businesses be elected
to lead this country?
This tells us and other minorities that the majority of
white voters who chose him
chose to spit in our faces.
Why would we want someone in power who expressed,
“It’s time to start remembering
the forgotten people?”
We can read between the
lines and see that when it concerns the forgotten people he’s
referring to the white Americans.
White Americans weren’t
the majority anymore after the
Civil Rights movement because
minorities were no longer willing to take a back seat in America.
It terrifies us that we feel like
at any moment life could revert

itself back to the 1950s.
Everything looks normal
and feels normal, but in reality
we know that it’s not.
We can’t help thinking that
everything will not be okay, and
that this is only the beginning.
We can see this by the attacks on Muslim students at
universities and the taunting of
a wall to minorities by middle
and high school children all on
Day one.
Trump wants to “Make
America Great Again,” but in
making it great again, what is
he referring to and who does he
have pictured in mind?
It’s easy to say that we feel
minorities aren’t a part of that
picture because as minorities we
don’t catch that vibe from him,
but in all honesty I don’t know
what that means.
We are in an utter state of
shock and fear. We fear not only
for our lives, but for the lives of
the loved ones around us.
Fear for our immigrant grandparents who take walks to the
supermarket, our family member who are gay who live in a
conservative state, our undocumented friends who fearlessly
go about their daily lives.
Fear for ourselves, outspoken women of color who will
fight against the ugly current
that is Trump’s America.
We do not feel as though
America will be the same place
we grew up in after January
2017.

