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raised in
vote today
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Re-stocking charge sought by bookstore
By NANCY BALLARD
TM Executive Editor
A re-stocking charge — or "surcharge"
— it all still adds up to the fact that they're
thinking of hitting you up for more money.
Costs involved in handling books at the
Student bookstore, returned within the two
week grace period, may prompt a 5 % re
stocking charge,
. '
The issue is expected to go the Adminis
trative Council on the recommendation of
the Bookstore Committee, according to
newly appointed chairman Tom Jackson, a
business prof.

Jackson told the Faculty Senate yester
day that the committee had just met and was
informed by manager Allan Beaulieu that
the bookstore has already returned more
than $34,000 in books.
\
One reason for the refund problem is
when students purchase books before the
start of the semester, for whatever reason,
the bookstore has to send a "rush order" to
accommodate students coming through the
lines after they get their classes.
No fee would be charged for book returns
on cancelled classes.

These and other returns create shipping
costs which add dramatically to expenses,
officials said, acknowledging that a certain
amount of, returns' is part of doing
business.
However, several Senators weren't con
vinced that students should be tagged with
the 5 % hike, although a motion to recom
mend against it was defeated by a 2-1
margin.
Senate president John Boyle noted,
however, that this defeat should not be con
sidered an endorsement from the Senate.

By MONICA M E R T Z
TM News Editor
The ASCC Senate race enters its final
day with 10 candidates uncertain as to
whether or not they will be allowed to serve if
elected.
~ ,
Their grade point average may be too
low.
Section 2.885 of the Government
Organizations Code states that all ASCC
officers must have a grade point average of
2.0 or higher for the previous semester. The
ruling created some confusion among Sup
reme Court members who met Tuesday to
discuss the interpretation of the rule.
"Eligibility is a touchy subject," said
Chief Justice Dave Carpenter. "The section
just needs to be tied dowa Maybe the people
who wrote it 30 years ago knew what they
meant, but we don't," he added.
Discussion of the matter, brought to the
Election Board's attention by incumbent
Senator Robert Hooper, was postponed by a
vote of .the Court
. . Carpenter reminded the Court Justfcesthat their responsibility was to "interpret
policy" and not to make laws.
Also under discussion was code section
2,886 which deals with failing grades during
a term of office.
Candidates or those holding office who
receive a grade o f ' F " are disqualified from
holding office or seeking an elected
positioa
Justice Alex Macksoud commented that
"It's embarrassing when your name appears
on the ballot with lots of votes and you're
not eligible."
According to Carpenter, some of the
students involved in these two issues are not
campaigning even though their names
remain on the ballots. Others are grouping
with blocs and running under one banner.
The Court"s decisions on the two issues
will be made public "tomorrow morning
Those whose eligibility is in question
who receive sufficient votes for a Senate seat
will have the designation " pending eligibili
ty" noted beside their names on the official
election results.
One of the "blocs" on the ballot this
semester is a group put together by incum
bent Robert Hooper. The 10 independents in
the bloc are not listed together on the
ballot
Hooper said the slate is a mixture of
under-represented clubs and organizations.'
" This bloc will bring good representation
into the Senate," said Hooper. "It'll bring
everyone together."
Voting continues through 9 p. ra this eve
ning at polling booths at the Student Center,
Social Science Walkway and the Health
Sciences Walkway.
Students may cast votes for any 10
names on the ballot
.
;
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Roving reporter seeks definition of alum
n i Wide range of responses leaves ques
tion unanswered.

Cerritos' Brigette Frazier sets new school
career rebound record, tallying 419
boards and still going strong.

First of a three-part series takes a look at
the alarming state of our nation's increas
ing illiteracy.

ILLITERACY/8

I

2/OPINION

JANUARY 28, 1987 • Talon Marks

EDITORIAL I

«t -

Extending a helping
hand to our children
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A legacy has been left to all of us.
What happens to this legacy is everyone's
responsibility.
How can a country that claims human rights
violations by others have children living on the streets,
totally responsible for their own existence?
These children, and they are mere babes, are fend
ing for themselves. They are involved in prostitution,
stealing and other crimes.
Isn't it the greatest violation of human rights when
these children's formative years are spent in com
promising, hopeless situations?
It is time for the community, state and federal
governments to take positive steps to alleviate this
unwanted legacy.
This country has always been the helping hand in
the disasters of others.
W e were the first to airlift medical supplies to Mex
ico following a major earthquake and we sent, as quic
kly as we could gather it, food and clothes to
Ethiopia.
Now is the time for us to redirect our money, talents
and time toward ourselves.
W e must ensure that the guarantees of the Bill of
Rights be upheld Our children must not be deprived of
their legacy of life, liberty or the pursuit of
happiness.
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EDITORIAL II

Please Mr. Postman
deliver the grades
Cerritos College does not send grades out to their
students.
Why not?
The college says it was a cost saving measure.
Grades are not, for the most part, posted before the
school is locked up for the interim' between
semesters.
The possibility of mailing grades was discussed
• recently but no decision was ever reached on the
matter.
There were just too many deadlines "to be met by the
instructors, or so they say.
Don't all the classes, end at the same time?
The college seems to think that students can register
without knowing what their grades are. Unfortunately,
thaf s very hard to do.
.
Many classes require a prerequisite for admittance,
but if s hard to do if the grade for that prerequisite is
unknown.
They say it costs too much. *
How much does it cost to send out a card saying
when school starts and sending it out to every
student?
Sending out a card to every student telling them
when school starts is not a thing one does when it con
siders the achievements of those students an
expensive waste.
Why not send out the grades on a card and at the bot
tom tell the students when to come back?
Now thaf s a cost saving measure, and probably
quite effective.
The students heed their grades in time to plan their
course actioa
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The line
forms to
the rear

Fm tired of playing
the waiting game
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By M A R K H E U S T I S
Everyone's done it at some time or
another. If you haven't you must be a part of
a rare and privileged class that most folks
have no access to.
Especially me.
Tm speaking of course of standing in line.
But standing in line is not the subject of this
column, not standing in line is.
Some overly-hasty people seek to avoid
this tradition by going to the wrong-end of a
line. In fact this has happened to me twice in
so many weeks.
After an hour of waiting to register, a
short but very mean looking girl jumped in
line directly ahead of me. She then shot me a
look of defiance as if to say," I'm here buster
what are you gonna do about it?"
I looked back at the hundred or so people
behind me and they egged me on with snarls
and hand signals. It seemed to me that since I
had formerly held the front of the line that it
was my job to throw the miscreant out
I started to sweat heavily and my mouth
went dry. I tried to work up my nerve. But
before I could say a word the girl was called
forth by a clerk who probably thought that
she had reached the front by legitimate
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means. My line-mates groaned
I vowed that it would never happen
agaia
On my first trip to the book store the
scene was repeated
This time a sweet little old lady sidled up
in front of me with a fetching smile. Outrage
filled me arid I stiffly informed her that the
end of the line was several dozen people
behind me. She replied.that she had been
standing in line before and deserved to go
directly to the front I then told her that this
was not how things were done in America
She grudgingly assented and slunk to the end
of the line.
" " I had claimed my victory and turned to
receive my laurels from the rest of the line.
Instead I was given nothing but stony stares.
How could I accost this poor old lady? Their
sneers of, derision spoke louder than
words.
-'
Obviously I was wrong in insisting on my
rights.
Next time someone pushes in front of me
I will immediately go to the end of the lineSo, if you see me, feel free to step in front of
me. Tm a soft touch.
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By LAURA M E N D O Z A
TM Managing Editor
The transfer center is open to all students
who are planning to transfer to a four-year
college.
The office is staffed with four counselors
artd students are urged to make appoint
ments as soon as possible to ensure that cor
rect classes are being takea
Transfer Center hours are Monday thru
Thursday, 8 a ra- 9 p.m and Fridays, 8
am.- 4:30 p:ra
'
The February schedule of represen

tatives is out and students should make
appointments beforehand to speak with the
different counselors that will be on
campus.
• Feb. 2 — UC Riverside, 1:30-4
• Feb. 3 — CSUF, 9-3; CSU answers for
tranfers session, 11-12
• Feb. 4 - CSUF, 9-3
• Feb. 5 — Whittier College, 10-1
• Feb 10 - UCLA, 10-3;. CSUF, 2-9;
CSU answers for transfers session, 6-7;
Pepperdine University,, BSM Program, 93.
;
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President seeks community ties
By SUSAN P H I L L I P S
TM Editor-in-Chief
Deciding on a career came easy for Dr.
Ernest A. Martinez.
He comes from a long line of teachers,
including his grandmother, father and
several aunts and uncles.
New Mexico's Highlands University (a
teacher training college close to the small
town of Dixon where he was raised) was the
first step on the road that would eventually
lead to his position of President/Super
intendent of Cerritos College,
Stops along the way included a stint as an
elementary school teacher in Blythe, a pro
fessorship at Sonoma State, Dean of
Instruction at Santa Rosa Junior College,
Vice President of Instruction at Cabrillo in
Santa Cruz and President of Seattle Central
in the state of Washington
During his teaching years he concen
trated on helping others to improve their
skills. It was the apparent lack of sufficient
reading and writing skills among his students
that prompted Martinez to. earn a Master's

CAMPUS

degree in reading As director of special
education programs at Santa Rosa, he
developed tutorials, summer-readiness pro
grams and programs for the handicapped
Here at Cerritos, says Martinez, the
"key word" will be communicatioa
Community ties will give a "clear
understanding of what the institution is,"
said Martinez, making the citizenry aware
" that Cerritos College belongs to the com
munity and that they have a right and are
entitled to participate in what we call
educatioa"
Settling into his new position is timeconsuming but there is still time for his main
interest whi.ch is reading
"Reading is comfortable and relaxing,"
said Martinez, who enjoys the works of John
O'Hara, Robert Ludlum, Carlos Fuentes
and Rudy Anais.
Martinez has four grown children living
in northern California and a two-year old
granddaughter who will be visiting soon
"once she finds out I'm • close to
Disneyland"

QUERY
How would you define the word alumni?

a

<n
o

a

d
Jo Condon
Clerk/Typist

Andrew Celaya
Student

Alex Figueroa
Student

"Somebody who's gone and left"

"A person who graduated from a certain
school and who even though they left the
school they still have a great loyalty to
the school,"

"A student"

Isabel Calderon
Student

Hank Cray
Student

"A person that graduated."

.j

-

Sylvia Verdin
Student

Olivia Barajas
Student
graduated

Blanca Perez
Student

Shelley Colaluca
Student

Allen Holland
Student

" Someone who goes to the school or has
previously gone to the school"

who

2
O
W

" Somebody thaf s not going to a college
anymore that used to."

^

"Someone who is no longer actively
associated with the organization, however
he is still considered part of that
organization."

"Someone
school." ;

a

"A person who just graduated."

" Someone who has attended a said institu
tion and has moved on to other things yet
still in some way is involved with the
said organization,"

Ed McGinn
Student

<

from

a

" Someone who used to go to school but
doesn't anymore."

Jaime Lomeli
Student.

David Lewallen
Student

"A student who returns back after being
out for a while."

"Well, someone who's graduated from
the school"

RODGERS
MEAT CO.

NUMBER 22 ON THE BALLOT
VOTE FOR ABEL ESTRELLA

& SAND WICH SHOP
10931 ALONDRA BLVD., NORWALK
(Between 605 Fwy. and Studebaker RA)
(213)864-0613
(213)863-1733

I
HOT AND DELICIOUS
j ITALIAN SAUSAGE SANDWICH

$1.69

plus tax

COUPON

I ROAST BEEF SANDWICH
I LARGE (REG. $2.79)
I

COUPON

$1.79

PART-TIME HELP
Local company needs people with a
clean, neat appearance to fill position
in the marketing division. May work in
field or on phone. Good com
munications skills required
No
experience necessary. Call 923-0641
between II a m . and 4 p.m. and ask
for M e l

DELTA PHI OMEGA
Girls! If you're seeking fun and excite
ment and sisterhood, RUSH DELTA
PHI O M E G A Established 1960.
Come out to Panhellenic Day on the
Quad, Jan. 29 from 10 a m . to 1 p.m.
Call Maria (924-3957), Lisa (4029487), Wendy (809-1511). You have
liothing to lose and EVERYTHING
to gain!

I
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HELP FOR THE HOMELESS

E. O. P. S. aids needy, plans fundraisers
By K E N N Y O'LEARY
TM Staff Writer
The E. O. P. S. club and office at Cerritos
College has already gotten into the swing of
things this semester.
A joint effort by both the club and the
office is to help the homeless throughout
Los Angeles county by donating old blank
ets, jackets, sweaters, and other types of
clothing to keep these people warm during
the excessively cold weather we have been
experiencing.
Boxes are set up in the Student Affairs/
and E.O.P.S, Offices as well as the Student
Activities Office. The boxes will be there

through the week of Januaiy 26.
E. O. P. S. club members are involved in
voter registratioa The E.O.P.S. club earns
points for each voter it registers, which wiil
be converted to dollars for the club's
treasury.
Next month the club is sponsoring a raf
fle in which prizes such as radios will be
awarded
Last semester the E.O.P.S. club raised
$500 which was given out to needy students
in the form of grants.
This semester the fundraising goal is

Happiness and love workshops
given by Community Services
By BRENT SIMS
TM Staff Writer
Cerritos College Community Services
will be presenting a workshop Tuesday Feb.
3 entitled "How to be Happily Single."
The workshop, which will last from 7 to
10 p.ra in Technology Room
will help
uncover personal blocks to hapiness, and is
designed'to allow one to develop a blueprint,
for a happier life.
The fee is $10.
Two related workshops will also be held
Saturday Feb. 7.
One is" Looking for Love in All the Right
Places," a class offered from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. in Lecture Hall 3.

This session will help to develop skills
needed to meet the right person and establish
a relationship.
Also on Feb. 7 is the series "Exploring
Human Potential" Topics to be discussed in
this workshop include: "Men Who Hate
Women and Women Who Love Them,"
" Untangling the Web of Success," " Surviv
ing the Loss of a Relationship,"and "The
Not So Tender Trap-Sex Roles."
These sessions will be held in the Student
Center and Lecture Hall from 9 a m to 4
.p.m.
A CPR training class will also be held
that day from 8 a m . to 5:30 p.m. in Health
Science Room 305.
All courses are subject to fees.
For
more information call (213) 860-2451 ext
521

William Hall Chorale auditions
open at San Gabriel High School
By J U D Y van W I N G E R D E N
TM Features Editor
The William Hall Chorale has announ
ced audition dates for the remainder of the
1986-87 seasoa Interested singers may
audition on Monday, J a a 26, and Monday,
Feb. 2, at San Gabriel High School's
Music Room.
The 110-voice William Hall Chorale,
under the direction of Dr. William Hall, has
delighted Southern California theatre-goers
for over three decades. The Chorale will
round out their successful 31 st season with
an evening of works by Ralph Vaughan
Williams in March, and Benjamin Britten's
" W a r Requiem" in May.
San Gabriel High School is located at
800 N. Ramona St, San Gabriel. Auditions
will begin at 9:30 p.m. Those interested
•'i

Cast and crew ready
for semesters opening
By KEVIN L I N D S E Y
TM Staff Writer
Cast selection is complete for the
Theatre Department's first production of the
semester. Uncommon Women and Others,scheduled for six performances between
Feb. 26 and March 7.
Lead roles went to Sherry Hodge, Patti
Williams, Annette Lee Barnette, Susie Pep
pers and Bernice Niavez.

may also attend the regular chorale rehear
sal which begins at 7:30 p.ra.
For further information regarding the
audition call the Chorale office at(213) 2554417.

Re-Entry Center
offers workshops
BY D I A N E M A R I L
TM Staff Writer
A two-part workshop series aimed at
helping women achieve their goals in life will
be held in Bookstore Room 111 on J a a 28
and Feb. 4.
.
The workshop program, "Women and
Success: Getting Past Go," is sponsored by
the Cerritos College Re-entry Resource
Center. D - Marti Parker will conduct the
series.
r

A brown bag lunch is suggested
For reservation and more information
call the Cerritos College Ro entry Center,
(213)860-2451, ext 530.

Speaker set for first
Court Reporting meet
The first Court Reporting Club meeting
of the spring semester is set for Wednesday,
Feb. 4 at 1 p. ra irt AC 65.

,i Also cast were Lanae Milroy, Kim
berlyn Wells, Shellie Rancilio and Anna
Garcia

Featured at the meeting will be guest
speaker, Bruce Conlia co owner of the
highly successful Jennifer Southward and
Associates, a court reporting agency.

Uncommon Women and Others is the
story of five Mount Holyoke College friends
reuniting six years after graduatioa Their
reflections on their past and present lives
makes for an interesting comedy.

Conlin will speak on transcription pro
blems and motivational factors in the field of
court reporting New theory students are
encouraged to attend
Refreshments will be served

Coffee Shop offers
more variety to menu

By KENNY O'LEARY
TM Staff Writer
$5,000. The E. O. P. S. club hopes to give but
The coffee shop is more than a place to
more money in the form of grants and hopes get a cup of coffee; it s a place where friends
to be able to make student loans.
can get together and talk about their classes
The E.O.P.S. program is designed to
or the next student activity.
help students who have language, social or
Under the leadership of June Crisp, the
economic disadvantages. The students
coffee shop manager, students receive fast
involved in the program receive registration friendly service at reasonable prices.
assistance, college informatioa career and
The coffee shop has a wide variety of
personal counseling, tutoring, grants, and
foods and drinks to choose from, recently
loans. .There is a university transition pro?
adding pizza, egg rolls and fried rice to the
gram called CARE, set up to help single
menu. There is a wide range in the food
parents.
prices so that any student can afford to eat
The E.O.P.S. club will be having their • there.
first meeting on Tuesday, J a a 27 at 11 a m
The hours of the coffee shop are from
in Arts and Crafts room 62.
7:30 a i a - 9 p.m Monday through Thursday
and7:30 a r a - l : 4 5 p.m on Friday.

8ETTE
MIDLER

SHELLEY
LONG

fhe CIA is trailing them
the KGB is tracking them
the phono company Is tracing them
the police are chasing them
the cowboys are herding them
and the Indians are hunting them.
Are ihey going to fall for all of that?

I .
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Basket
Bound
Guard Shelley Schack
jump shots over awed M t
SAC defenders

Boards Lady .— Guard
Brigette Frazier toppled
school career rebounding
record of 414 set by Merrie
Everett in her 1983-84seasons this past week. With
eight games left in the season
and 419 boards to her credit
Frazier is setting the mark to
even higher standards.
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Brigette

Frazier

TM Photos By SEAN DECKER

Women's hoop squad led by record-breaking Frazier
By KEVIN LINDSEY
TM Staff Writer
Women's basketball enjoyed yet another
fine week, toppling El Camino, 58-45, Wed
nesday. Then holding down M t San
Antonio, 55-37 Friday night at home to
improve to 5-1 in the South Coast Con-ference and 19-3 overall.
The wins were nice,'of course, but the
week was highlighted with a 5'9" sophomore
forward by the name of Brigette Frazier
breaking the school's rebounding record. '

Tonight the number three state ranked
Falcon women will be at Fullerton for more
SCC action, returning home Friday for a
7:30 p.m tipoff with Golden West
"I was really relieved afterwards," said
Frazier on recording her 415 th career
rebound to surpass Merrie Everett* s 414 set
in her 1983-84 career.
"She goes after the ball," said head
coach Karen Peterson of Frazier" s talent
" She's real consistent She goes after the
ball and brings it down with authority. She
works real hard in there."

INSURANCE WAR! We'll beat any
one's prices or we don't want your busi
ness. Sport's cars, multiple tickets,
good-driver discounts. Request "Cer
ritos Plan." Call (213) 873-3303 or
(818) 992 6996.

WE CAN HELP YOU GET MONEY
FOR COLLEGE
i Unusual nationwide sources for ewyonel
| RESUITS GUARANTEED
Call Toll Free 1-800-872-1221, ext. 6112.
or send for free educational money report.

SCHOLARSHIPS UNLIMITED

2024 Oak Drive, Box 9P

Cassei. CA 96016

F E D E R A L , STATE & CIVIL SERVICE JOBS $15,414 to $58,785/
Year. Now hiring. CALL JOB LINE 1-518-459-3611, E x t F2955 for
listing. 24 HR.
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Janimin' Joseph scores big;
Falcon overall record 20-3
By JOHN WELSH
TM Sports Editor
Tonight inside.the " Aviary,", or simply
the Cerritos College Gym, the Cerritos
men's hoop squad will trade baskets with a
Fullerton outfit that trails first place in the
South Coast standings by only one game.
Only thing is,. they trail three schools by
that margin,
. ' Fullerton is 4-2 in the SCC, one game
behind the leaders: Cerritos, El Camino and
Compton, all at 5-1 in conference play.
Tipoff is set for 7:30 p.m
ON THE REBOUND
Rebounds are definitely a large part of
basketball. Without them, games are bound
to end in defeat
In the week past the men's basketball
team had a rebound of sorts.
After losing their first conference basket
ball game to Compton, 89-79, on J a a 17,
the Falcons rebounded for a 82-77 triumph
at home over previously SCC unbeaten El
Camino Wednesday evening
Rounding out the week with a 80-66 vic
tory at M t San Antonio Friday improved
the men's overall record to 20-3.
JAMMINT JOSEPH
Willie Joseph led the attack against El
Camino. with his 34 point "onslaught
Orange County Register writer Carl
Sawyer started his story on the game with the
sophomore sensation in his lead. He wrote:
"After scoring from every other spot on the
court, Willie Joseph capped a 3 4-point
show..."
El Camino head coach Paul Landreaux
expected a display from the 6'4, 210-pound
grfard, but got a bit of surprise with
Joseph's performance.
ALLEY OOP — Falcon center Ron Fischer drives through the lane during
Wednesday night's home triumph over El Camino. The Birds (20-3 overall)
beat the previously unbeaten in conference team, 82-77, then recorded 8066 win at M t SAC Friday. Cerritos now 5-1 in S C C
TM Photo By SEAN DECKER

"Willie Joseph destroyed us," Lan
dreaux said. " I knew he was good going in,
but he did some things T ve hever seen him do
before. I thought the big guy (6'7" center

Pep squad places third in annual cheerleading
By J O H N W E L S H
TM Sports Editor
The Falcon blue and gold did shine.
"Big C", also known as the Cerritos
College Pep Squad, with a reputation for
their high spirit and energy at athletic events,
pep rallies, and other school related
activities, was recently awarded for their
extreme hard work and determinatioa

ASCC EVENT

LINEUP

SENATE ELECTIONS—Jan.
28
A TTORNEYNIGHT—
Jan. 27,6-9
p.m.
ATTORNEY
DAY Jan. 29,
lla.rn.-2 p.nu
MO VIE: Top Gun — Feb. 3
SPIRIT NIGHT — Feb. 4, at 7
p.m.
STUDENT
ACTIVITIES
OPEN
HOUSE—Feb.
J
WELCOME DANCE-Feb.
7
For information on these and other
events, contact Student Activities at
extension 471.
Jlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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A reasonably close first half was opened
up towards the end with a couple of Josephto-the-basket drives, added with a Dave
Brieg perimeter buzzer shot with five
seconds on the clock, giving Cerritos a 39-32
at intermission.
The Falcons worked up a 12- point48-36
advantage with 2:23 gone in the second half
when Fischer hit both ends of a one-and-one
situation at the free throw line,
Fischer produced 14 points on the
night
WARRIOR RALLY
At the seven mark, however, when the
Falcons were up, 71.-61, El Camino rallied
back into the ball game with a respectable 92 spurt
The Warriors, with 2:57 to play,
narrowed the Falcon edge, 73-70, when Otis
Livingston connected on a free throw.
Thereafter, the Birds regained control
with a pair of El Camino turnovers, sparked
by Falcons Jimmy Taylor and Bryan
Williams, respectively.
With less than a minute to play, Cerritos
was up by a commanding lead, 77-70, pick
ing up some clutch free throws at the end
Cerritos hit 27 of 32 total free throws.
Taylor contributed in the Falcon cause
with 13 points.
Against M t SAC Taylor' was the'
Cerritos top scorer with 18, tying his game
high for the seasoa
Cerritos led 41-36 at halftime against
M t SAC and pulled away with the help of
Mountie turnovers.

superbowl

" We did this all by ourselves,"- said
Leedy.
'
Of course, the te am does have ari advisor
Apparently, the pep squad has been' — two to be exact
working alone, in terms of not having a
Janet Sanderson and Virginia Romero
choreographer, in working out their carry the squad under their wing, so to
routines.
speak.
"They do have close supervision," said
Sanderson, who heads the Big C on away
games.
p i l e ^Ikfis^t0^mWmsm^^^^^^^&Mmm^^m^W^m^m^t ^-jmrn^-f^P.
Romero advises the club at home'
contests.
The preceding demonstrates on how
busy the team actually is. They cheered at
every football game of the 1986 South Coast
Conference championship seasoa
Currently the squad is on tour with the
Falcon basketball team. Whether or not the
men's hoopsters have been successful
because of the cheers or not the Big C has
rooted the Falcons to a present 20-3 ,
overall record.
"They're probably the most active club
on campus," said Sanderson "The club
does a lot of service around campus," she
added, pointing out that they have served as,
host and hostesses at banquets, work at the
dances, and even presented a goodbye
cheer to retired Cerritos College president/
superintendant Dr. Wilford Michael
" We were really glad about the results,"
Sanderson said of the third place finish in
the competitioa
TM Photo By SEAN DECKER

. Superbowl at the Clarion Hotel in Ontario,
on J a a 3.
In a combination of dance and cheer the
Cerritos team impressed the judges in a two
minute minimum routine.
And, impressingly enough, Cerritos has

The squad placed third out of twelve
teams in the First Annual Cheerleading

Ron Fischer) would give us problems, but
we couldn't handle Willie. He was
tremendous."
-
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done this in what head cheerleader Theresa
Leedy called an "independent semester."
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STUDENT SENATE
VOTE FOR NUMBER 1 LIZ ARCALAS A N D NUMBER 7 HANK GRAY
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Peep show premieres
at Cerritos theatre
By KEVIN L1NDSEY
TM Staff Writer
The Generic Improvisational Peep
Show has returned to Cerritos. College to
entertain audiences.
Director and founder Kevin Hoggard
will have his madcap troupe of performers
back for three special performances on J a a
29, 30 and 31 in the Burnight Studio
Theatre.
These performances are a warm-up for
the group's regional tour which begins
Feb. 20.
Catch them before anyone else can as
they perform their own particular brand of
comedy known as improvisatioa
Audience participation is a highlight of
the show.
Tickets are $1 and students holding a
valid ASCC card are admitted free.

Food Services
student returns
as instructor
BY K E N N Y O'LEARY
TM Staff Writer
Donna Kulleck is the newest addition to
. the Baking and Cooking staff, joining Rudy
Rosier, Ellis Robinson and Earl Douglas in
teaching the skills needed for a career in pro
fessional baking.
Kulleck isn't new to Cerritos. From
1979-1981 she was one of Rosier* s baking
students.
While a student at Cerritos College she
received an A. A. in Commercial Baking and
one in Music.

Top Gun at Burnight

According to Kulleck, all the classes she
took at Cerritos College were necessary in
the running of her business." I needed every
thing" remarked Kuleck.
*<

By ELIZABETH ARCALAS
TM Associate Editor/Photography
Tom Cruise swoops in for a landing
Tuesday evening" Feb. 3,when the ASCC
movie Showcase presents Top G u a
Cruise plays Maverick, a Navy Pilot of
an elite flight group know as Top G u a who
are trained at the prestigious Fighter
Weapons School for the toughest pilots in
the world.
So, put on your flight jackets and jet on
over to Burnight Center Theatre. Top Gun
shows at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m.
Admission is free to students with a
current ASCC card with sticker atttached.

To students who want to have their own
business she says," Get as much experience
as possible and learn as much as you
eaa"
Kulleck says her grandmother influen
ced her to go into baking. She watched her
grandmother spend hours in the kitchen
cooking and baking
She was also influenced by the job
opportunities.

TM Photo By K E N N Y O'LEARY
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Illiteracy in the United States: a growing tide of mediocrity
By SUSAN P H I L L I P S
TM Editor-in-Chief
Functional literacy is defined as the
ability to use reading and writing skills to
meet the demands of survival, work, wellbeing and participation in society.
Here in the U. S., 9 8 % of the population
can read and write on at least a minimal
level, but competency and functionality tests
alarmingly report that 10-50% of these socalled literates are, in reality, functionally
illiterate.
.
Who is to blame? Critics of the education
system blame poor teachers who in turn
blame disinterested parents and uncoopera
tive students. Regardless of where the guilt
lies, it is sadly true that illiteracy is on the
climb in America
The recent influx of aliens from all over
the world has added to the figures. Those
from non-English speaking nations who are
above school age make do with little or no
English, making it near-impossible to earn a
decent living. H Q W can anyone not proficient
in English survive in the dog-eat-dog world
that has become the standard in business
today? Even the minimum wage jobs avail
able in fast food restaurants require the basic
skills of operating a cash register as well as a
knowledge of basic English for communica
tion with customers.
This series will look at the education of
America: where it has been, where it is now,
and what we can hope to see in the future
with regards to educating the functional
illiterates that comprise such a large part of
our community.
The'educational system in the U.S. has
taken the beginning steps to combat
illiteracy among its youth. Beginning in
1965 with the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act, federal funds were made'
available under Title I to target programs
toward the poor. The prevailing theory of the
time was that educational disadvantages

could best be eliminated at an early age
before their cumulative effect was imposs
ible to reverse.
Head Start programs sprang up in com
munities nationwide, drawing the youngest
students into a program designed to teach
them the basics before they entered the
school system.
The Bilingual Education Act of 1967
provided federal funds for areas having sub
stantial numbers of students with limited
mastery of the English language. This prob
lem still exists today as the influx of
immigrants continues.
Opportunities for students with special
needs was funded by the Education for AH
Handicapped Children's Act of1975, taking
care of one more segment of the population
who needed help in getting a decent and suf
ficient educatioa
Why then, with the millions of dollars
provided readily by the government, are
Americans' s o ' obviously lacking in the
three R's?
Why are America's students falling
further behind those of other nations in areas

The Facts
In the U.S.
•

1 out of 5 adults cannot read.

important
world?

to success

in the

business

Tests conducted in the areas of algebra
and foreign cultures show U.S. students
lacking. In a 1982 algebra test given by the
International Association for Evaluation of
Educational Achievement, the U. S. placed
14th out of 15 countries. Although standar
dized math test scores have been rising since
1980, U.S; students are still ranking low
when compared to other countries.
A United Nations survey pn foreign
cultures found American students again one
slot from the bottom
In yet another survey, 20% of American
12-year olds were unable to locate their own
country on a world map.
According to Herbert Walberg, a
comparative-education expert for the
University of Illinois, "Fifty-five percent of
America's jobs involve information process
ing. If we don't have good, solid skills in
language, geography, math and science,
we'll be at a severe disadvantage."
Compulsive education for children is a
basic method for combatting illiteracy.

Cerritos College District
• S A T scores are far below state
averages in both verbal (346 vs 424)
and quantitative (391 v s 4 8 0 ) .

• 4 0 % of these illiterates are under the
age of 40.

• Yi of students taking the assessment
.battery in 1985-86 could not read
above the 10th grade level.

• 27 million Americans are func
tionally illiterate. Another *5 million
are marginally illiterate.

# . 4 out of 10 had not mastered basic
writing, '4 had not mastered basic
math.

• .The United States ranks 49th in
literacy among 158 United Nations
members.

• 2 0 % of new campus population
indicated English as their second
language, yet only 7 % declared a need
for English assistance. *

Although we have a compulsory system of
education in the U.S., our students ranked
consistently lower than other countries in a
survey of scholars conducted by U. S. News
and World Report Twelve of the scholars
surveyed are based in the U. S., the others in
western Europe and J a p a a
The countries were ranked on a scale of
1-10 in the subjects of math, science, social
studies, proficiency in own language and
foreign language. The U.S. place fifth in
math behind Japan, U.S.S.R, West Ger
many and France, In science, the U. S. place
fifth, again behind the same countries. We
did fare better in the areas of social studies
(second only to West Germany) and foreign
language (fourth) but placed an alarming
sixth when it came to being proficient in our
own native language. The low placement is
felt to be due to the fact that the U. S. has so
many non-native language students.
The failure of U. S. students to perform
has largely been caused by a poorly struc
tured teaching system, according to a recent
Time magazine article.
University of Illinois Education Pro
fessor Kenneth Travers stated that the
spiraling concept of teaching (giving a light
intoduction in the early years with subse
quent returns at more sophisticated levels)
"fails miserably...we keep on returning and
revisiting the same ideas."
A 1983 government report, " A Nation
At Risk," warned of" a tide of mediocrity,"
yet it has not resulted in the type of major
reforms needed to put America higher on the
list of countries excelling in educating their
citizens. Illiteracy can be conquered but it will
take a joint effort between industry, the com
munity and the education system to eradi
cate this disease of the intellect
NEXT WEEK: Illiteracy in our own back
yard: the Cerritos Community,

