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Classﬂ'ied au contractual
grievances, demand apology

By JUDY JIMENEZ
STAFF WRITER

You could just smell the tension in
the air as classified employees filled the
extra seats in the Board Room at the
Tuesday, March 26 Faculty Senate
meeting. They demanded an apology
for the discussion that went on about
them at the Tuesday, March 5 Faculty
Senate meeting.

Classified employee Jan Long stated,
"At the March 5 meeting of the Faculty
Senate during a discussion of next

- year's school calendar, the discussion
got 4 little off track, fingers were
peinted and the classified were taken to
cap for part-time teachers not being able
to get their exams graded..Many
classified, myself included, pointed out
to various members of the administra-
tive team that classified would be off the
last day of finals...However, it would
seem to be a problem that could be
handled."

Jan Long continued, "In looking at
the up-coming calendar, considerations
should be given to having both that last
day of finals and the last day of classi-

Forensics places in
top one quarter for
| team effort, gears
up for new challenge

By RAYSA BOTERO
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Out of 85 colleges competing, the
Cerritos College Forensics Team took
16th place in Individual Sweepstakes
and the 17th place in Overall Team
Sweepstakes in open division at the Phi
Rho Pi National Championships
Forensics Tournament held in Chicago,
Apnil 8-14.

On the Falcon Championship team
wete students Kimberly Fleining, Dawn
Haughton, Kristen Kingsbury, Wayne
Nunnery, Lisa Strunk, and Anna
Valleser, , '

The team was coached by Director
of Forensics Bill Sparks and Kelly
Hughes.

Among the individual winners were:
Nunnery, gold medal in Impromptu
Speaking and a bronze in Extemporane-
ous Speaking; Kingsury, gold in Im-
promptu Speaking; Haughton, bronze -
in Prose Interpretation. ,

"The Team Sweepstakes award was
a pleasant surprise, This year's National
Tournament had 85 different colleges
competing, and most schools in open
division brought more students than
Cerritos. Open division ranged from six

Please see SPEECH, page 3

fied work before Christmas to be the
20th of December...The idea that
classified should return to campus for
one day, December 23, leaving them the
luxury of being able to start their vaca-
tion on Christmas eve is ridiculous..,
Grades do not have to be in before
Christraas vacation ..

"Honestly, search your hearts, how
many of you would be in on Monday,
the day before Christmas eve, to turn in
grades...Grades can be turned in when
the classified staff returns from their
one week vacation.”

Gus Roese, classified employee,
then complained, "I am both ashamed
and appalled that members of this body
would make comments about something
like this without first determining the
facts. The fact is that December 23 was
a published holiday recorded in our
contracts a minimuem of two and one
half years before...

"l was told by one of the Vice-
Presidents, when I brought up the fact

. that we had a conflict there, that this

was in fact reported to administration
numerous times...I was told that Dr.

Gaskin's response was that faculty does
not need classified here in order to issue
their exam, we can handle this, let's go
forward. I have no problem with that.

Gus Roese added, "Reference was
also made to it being a floating holiday..
It was not a floating holiday, it was in
fact a negotiated day and as I first stated
published in our contract...For people
to make statements of that nature about
the classified staff on this campus really
turns my stomach."

Chris Romer, associate chemistry
professor, then commented, "I would
like to say that I know that I didn’t have
those feelings and I didn't make that

Please see FACULTY, page 4
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A trlp that almost wasn’tWAS'
Thanks to two VPs and purchasmg

- It's the story of the trip that almost
wasn't.

A competmon trip, that is, in which
13 editors, photographers and writers
from Talon Marks had setiled earlier
this year to attend in Fresno,

We went. -

We learned.

~ We kicked a little butt )

But the toughest fight did not take
place in Fresno—it took place in the
administration quad. -

We were in the middle of packing,
April 8 when some latter-alphabet ad-
minis{rator decided_to cancel our mode
" of transportation, ‘a bus taken every
year, because the 13 delegates dldﬂ t
warrant a 20-seater bus.

Generally, Talon Marks sends about
20 people to the convention to leamn
with professionals from McClatchy
newspapers, the Los Angeles Times,
ete. but budget constraints caused the
staff to restrict it delegates by a third.

. So, we coped.

Qur plans to attend were settled by -

Dr Adolph Johnson but the “Jast-

létter” administrator decided that
because he was not consulted on the
decision he was gomg to crash the
party.

We attempted to sol»e the problem
through a step ladder on Monday and
Tuesday but some administrative rungs

~ were missing.

The Editorial Board left classes and
the newspaper for a wild goose chase on
Wednesday.

Secretaries told us “last—letter was
off campus for several days. Minutes
Iater we realized he was on campus for
the accreditation site visit. _

We needed life preservers for swim-
mers that were slowly sinking.

Dr. Brlinda Martinez, Vice-President
of Student Services was, too, in the
middle of the accreditation site visit
when she took time out to help sofve
our problem.

. She made calls to
Johnson, to Donna Jones in purchasing.

The bus was a no go.

We needed vans.

We had no drivers.

Please see TRIP, page 8
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“An unlit campus, a health fee
hike: Don’t complam, VOTE

- unlit cam

‘last-letter,” to

Are you a student?

Do you pay tuition?

How would you like it if there were
another student health fee increase? )

How would you like not having any
parking space? .

Would you like to be kept in the dark
about Financial aid?

Would you like to walk through an
s? ,

It can apperi.

But it won't if you have someone to
keep an eye over these things for you

It’s election time again.

‘This year there are seven slates.

‘That means students must choose one
of seven platforms presented. One of
seven teams, ultlmately one Student

" Body President.

The responsibility of the pres;dent is
to'serve and represent the students, =

The Student Body President is there
as an advocate of student rights. This
person’s main responsibility is to make
sure students are getting the best educa-
tion for their money and to assure they
bave a safe, clean and well equipped
- campus todo so, .

You  may wonder why elections.

should concern you, and why we put

such an emphasis on them.

- The Talon Marks is ran by students,

* [ am writing this as an open letter to
Mr. Gabriel Villarreal on behalf of
several of the cast and crew of The
Dining Room in regards to his review
of March 20, 1996 published by the
Talon Marks.

Mr. Villarreal,do you have any clue
as to what it is you watched the
evening (or day) you wrote your re-
view of “The Dining Room” or did
you simply allow yourself the luxury

of "blind luck" in hopes that there -

wasn't somebody out here who cares
. about the show or our Theater Depart- ‘
“ment?

I am not doubting your claims as to
the performances of Brent Vidal nor
that of Cristina Nava, both of which
were exceptional as were the perfor-
mances of the other eight cast mem-
bers in addition to the approximately
forty other people that it took to even
have a show,

AR. Gumey's “The Dining Room” .
is as it was portrayed, various
W.A.S.P. families experiencing the
decline of their sanctified lifestyles.
Your review portrays the show about -
being nothing more than “love affairs
and gay children.” Is that ail you
saw? If so, your outlock on life must
be seen in very narrow perceptions,

I am only one person and as I’
stated, I am writing on behalf of most
of the cast and crew from this produc-
tion all of whom feel remarkably the

- same about not only your review of
the show, but also your article written
about David Carri¢ro, that appeared in

the Talon Marks about two weeks -
- taken Mr. Villarreal, Cerritos College

prior to this one, with anger and dis-
gust. -

‘Mr. Villarreal, again T ask do you .

: know what it was that you were writ-

ing about? In your article about David .

- Carriero, you not only misquoted Mr.
Carriero on mnumerable occasions,
but you also stated, in no uncertain

terms that we, as performers are with- -

out talent which in itself is a highly

. slanderous remark but you sir,could
not stop there. You insisted on contin-
uing on and blatantly alluded to the -

fact that it would be by "blind luck” if

*“The Dining Room"” were to be a suc-
cessful show.

For the record Mr. Vil larreal “The
Dining Room” was one of the most
successful dramatic piécés put on by

- Cerritos College. On' top of that, it
was a student who directed it! A par-

ently, this school must be oing
something right. o

Mr. Villarreal, your review was not
only ludicrous in its atterpts to put
down our production, but it was alsa
an obvious example of your ignorance
in regards to theater, For if you had
any knowledge of theater you would
have known that what you described
as, "Bumnight Studio Theatre was a
poor location whose structure (stage
center, audience surrounding)...” Is
called a thrust stage.

Althou%h this type of stage usually
causes at least one performer to have
hisfher back to the audience at ail
times, most audiences enjoy the
experience because it allows the
viewers to feel as if they are in with .
the action as opposed to just being
there. In addition, you will find that
the thrust stage is one of the more
common stage set-ups used in com-
munity theater today, second only to
the proscenium stage. What were you
expecting, “Phantom Of 1he Opera”?

Mr. Villarreal, you are entitled to
your opinion as a journalist, but we as
performers are also entitled to our
opinions, especially when the journal-
ist has obviously had no theater
classes whatsoever, If I am not mis-

does offer a fine Theater 1, Intro To
The Theater, class which does teach
the very basics of theater,

If were you, I would look into.
taking the class, it might not only help

you look a little fess i ignorant when it -

comes to the school productions, but
you also might learn something and
possibly avoid future Ietters like this

. one.,

Respectﬁxl]y,
Sean Melton

_personal confidence.
" treme disappointment to see a program

» It is very disappointing to hear that
the Women's Water Polo program im-
plemented in the Fall of '95 is being
considered for cancellation for Fall of -
'96. It was our understanding that the
program would continue next fall as an
acknowledged inter-collegiate sport.
With this in mind, we have been re-
cruiting women who are interested in
participating in the sport next
semester,

" We have found that our involve-
ment in the Women's Water Polo
program has provided us with- many
exciting experiences. These include

building friendships, developing a

sense of working as a team and raising

in which we worked so hard to
develop dissolve before other women
have the opportunity to participate.

We feel that we at least deserve a

justifiable explanation as to why the
decision to end the program is being
considered at the junction. A timely
response to this letter is important be-
cause if, in fact, the program is going
to be cut next year, we need time to
consider other schools that will be

continuing Women's Water Polo for-

Fal} '96.

Sincerely,

Kelly Oswald

Terry Frederickson
Veronica Guiterrez |
Amanda Amendola .
Jennifer Kho - )

It is with ex-

7%

therefore we share the same concerns as
other students..

We care how much money we spend
and how it is spent. We care about what
the adrmmslratlon and faculty are domg
for us.

We care when the Faculty Senate and
the Board of Trustees put their needs
above those of the students.

We care when Student Senate disre-

‘gards your opinion as to whether or not

you want them to serve a second term.
We are aware students have a lot of

responsibilities as it is, and that some-

times they just don’t have the time to

- protect their right to ‘have a good educa-

tion at an affordable price, but fortu-

_ nately they have someone who can, .

Please see VOTE, page 3
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